The following are common questions asked by prospective leases.  Answers are provided by Galveston District, Real Estate specialists.
	ADDICKS AND BARKER RESERVOIR GRAZING LEASES


	QUESTION

	ANSWER


	What information do I need to provide to the Addicks Project Office to keep everyone happy?
	You should provide us with a copy of your brand or tagging information, a good phone number, an alternate good phone number, and an emergency point of contact.  Be sure to provide the Addicks Project Office with a point of contact, and/or the person looking after your interest with our phone number.  We will be providing your address and phone number to the Harris County Livestock officers.


	What kind of improvements can I make to my lease?


	With permission, many types of improvements may be made.  You may mow with a bush-hog type mower and perform routine type maintenance on your fences at any time without any permission.  Permission is required to do any of the following activities:  new fencing, any activity that breaks the soil, construction of sheds, barns, pens, and ponds, use of herbicides, access improvements, keeping of livestock other than horses or cattle, drilling of a well,

and burning.  If you plan on doing an improvement which is not listed, you are advised to contact the Addicks Project Office first.  To request permission to do an improvement, first contact the Addicks Project at (281)497-0740, and, depending on the extent of the improvement, you will be provided with guidance on how to proceed.


	Can I post my lease?
	NO!!!  Posted signs on the perimeter, gates, or pens are prohibited.  Posted 

signs on storage buildings will be permitted on a limited basis.


	Can I secure my lease?
	Yes.  You may lock the gates to your lease.  However, you shall not place 

any item on the gates intended to discourage public access.  You shall provide the Addicks Project Office with a key to your gate.  The Addicks Project Office may at any time add additional locks to gates.  The lessee shall not be permitted to place his lock on a shared gate.


	Can the public come onto my lease?
	YES!!!   The only special right that you have on this property is to graze livestock.  Just like you, the public has a right to hike, ride bicycles or horses, fish, and in general, enjoy nature on the public lands.  Just like you, the public cannot hunt, camp, or operate motor vehicles on the area.  You may operate a motor vehicle if it is in the management of your lease.  Refer to “Title 36” for additional guidance.



	What responsibility do I have for the existing improvements/debris on my 

new lease and what are my responsibilities when I leave my lease?
	When you occupy your lease on January 1, you should inventory the status of the area.  Any improvements/debris which you would like to take responsibility for should be brought to the attention of the Addicks Project Office.  Likewise, any improvements/debris which you do not want to take responsibility for should also be brought to the attention the Addicks Project Office.  The Addicks Project Office will, along with your help, make an attempt to remove all undesirable improvements/debris.  When you leave your lease either through termination or expiration, you will be expected to leave your lease in a condition equal to or cleaner than the way you found it.  If your lease requires cleanup after you vacate it, you may be held financially as well as legally responsibility for any cleanup which may be required.



	What is my fencing responsibility?


	You are responsible for maintaining a livestock tight fence around lease.  This fence and any cross fencing becomes the property of the government and may not be removed without permission.  Cross fencing is defined as that fencing used to divide pastures.  Fencing used for the construction of pens is not considered cross fencing.  If a question develops as to what is cross fencing –vs.- pens, the Addicks Project Office will decide and that decision is final.


	May I allow a friend to keep his horses on my lease?
	Yes, however, you may not charge that friend for keeping an animal on your lease and you are still responsibility for the actions of the animal and your friend.  Sub-leasing is prohibited without written permission, and we are not going to give it.  The lease shall be in only one name and that person is responsible for the activities on that lease.  If you would like your friend to share in the expense of operating the lease, that is between you and your friend.


	What action will the Corps take if my livestock gets out?
	If we are aware of it, we will make a reasonable effort to contact you if your animals are out.  However, if you can not be reached or you do not respond promptly and your animals pose a safety hazard or we feel that you have not intention of securing your animals, the Harris County Livestock Officer or a contract cowboy will be contacted to collect and impound your animals.  You will be responsible for any cost incurred as a result of this action.


	Can my lease be canceled?
	Yes.  If you fail to contain your animals, maintain your lease up to our standards, or fail to pay your rent in a timely manner, your lease may be canceled.  If your lease is canceled for one of the above reasons, you will still be responsible for cleanup/.restoration and any past due payments.  Your lease may also be canceled for a better and higher public use as determined by the Corps.  This could include park development, road construction, or flood control activities.  Under this condition, you will receive a refund of any unused portion of your payment.  It should also be noted that the Corps may permit other uses to occur on your lease such as pipelines, power lines, and ditches.  Every reasonable effort will be made to limit any interference that hits activity may have on your activities.


	What happens if my lease floods?


	You should be aware that any and all leases in the reservoirs have the potential to flood for any length of time.  If this happens, the Corps is not responsible for any reimbursement/reduction of your rent due to a loss of the use of the land, cattle, or personal property.  The Addicks Project Office will try to keep you informed of approaching flood hazards, but this is not always possible.  You are advised to stay aware of weather and reservoir conditions and stay in touch with the Addicks Project Office.


	Can I get out of my lease?
	Yes.  You may cancel your lease with a 10-day written notice.  If you do this, you will not be reimbursed for any payments which you have already made.  You may also ask that your lease be assigned.  You may have someone that you would like your lease assigned to or we often have people who are looking for a lease in mid-year who are willing to take up your responsibilities.


	Can I cut hay or firewood?
	You can cut hay for your personal use only.  You may not cut firewood.


	Can I use my lease for the storage of personal items?
	No!!!  You may not store items that are not currently being used for the operation of the lease.  This includes, but is not limited to:  camping trailers, boats, construction material, and vehicles.  You will be permitted to park up to two livestock trailers on site.



