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EIS SCOPING MEETING - MAY 28, 2002

U S ARWY CORPS OF ENG NEERS
GALVESTON DI STRI CT
JEFFERSON COUNTY WATERWAY AND NAVI GATI ON DI STRI CT

El S SCOPI NG MEETI NG
FOR SABI NE- NECHES WATERWAY
FEASI BI LI TY STUDY

PRESENTED BY:

GALVESTON DI STRI CT CORPS OF ENG NEERS

The EI'S Scopi hg Meeting regarding the
Sabi ne- Neches Waterway Feasibility Study was held
on Tuesday, May 28, 2002, at Best Wstern Hotel,
2600 Moeling Street, H ghway 171 and |- 10, Lake

Charl es, Louisiana, commencing at 7:00 p.m
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MR BEARD.

My nane is Paul Beard and |I'mthe
Chai rman of the Jefferson County Waterway and
Navigation District. It's ny pleasure to wel cone
each of you to the Jefferson County Waterway and
Navi gation District and Corps of Engi neers
Gal veston District Scoping Meeting. Hopefully,
after listening to the Corps explain conpl ex
| ssues bei ng undertaken, we'll all have a better
under standi ng of the issues involved involving our
wat er ways.

The study of possible navigational
| nprovenents to the Sabi ne- Neches Waterway is
entering its third year now W've spent mllions
of dollars studying the possibilities of naking
the waterway nore efficient. It's our hope that
the results of these studies wll help guide us to
make our waterway nore beneficial to all our
citizens.

|"d like now to introduce and turn the
nmeeting over to M. Lloyd Saunders, Chief of
Pl anni ng, Environnental and Regul atory D vision of
the U S. Arny Corps of Engi neers of @l veston.
M. Saunders.

MR SAUNDERS:
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Thank you, Paul. Good evening, |adies

and gentlenen. On behalf of Colonel Waterworth
I'"d like to wel cone you to tonight's public
scopi ng neeting for the Sabi ne- Neches Wat er way
Feasibility Study. For the record, let ne state
that this public scoping neeting is being convened
at seven o' clock on May 28th, 2002 at the Best
Western R chnond Suites Hotel in Lake Charl es,
Loui si ana.

As you know, the Corps of Engi neers and
Jefferson County Waterway and Navigation D strict
are conducting a study to determ ne the econom c,
engi neering and environnmental feasibility of
| nprovenents to the Sabi ne- Neches Waterway. W're
especi al |y seeking your input tonight concerning
I ssues related to changes in salinity and
circulation, changes to fresh and Sal twater
mar shes, issues associated with water and sedi nent
guality, erosion along the navigation channels,

t hr eat ened and endanger ed speci es i npacts,
opportunities for beneficial uses of dredge
material, and opportunities for ecosystem
restoration.

|'d like to introduce sonme folks that are

here fromthe Corps of Engi neers this evening.
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Ms. Carol yn Miurphy, Chief of Environnental

Section; Ms. Diana Laird, Chief of Planning
Section; M. Lizette Richardson, Project Mnager;
Ms. Paula Wse, the Planning Lead for Feasibility
Study; and Ms. Janell e Stokes the Environnent al
Lead for the Sabi ne- Neches Waterway Feasibility
St udy.

| hope that you've all had an opportunity
to read the announcenent of a public neeting. An
addi tional fact sheet is also available at the
entrance. W encourage you to take that al so.
The announcenent, the nailing list and a |ist of
t hose present will be made a part of the record of
this neeting. W also have a reporter present
this evening who will transcribe the proceedings.

| hope that everyone has conpl eted an
attendance card. If not | ask that you do so now.
If you'll raise your hand, soneone will bring you
a card. The attendance card is used to record
participants in this public neeting and to inform
me of your desire to make an oral statenent and/or
present a witten statenent. |f you've indicated
on the attendance card that you want to nmake an
oral statenent, you will be given an opportunity

to do so.
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As | said, the purpose of the neeting is

to solicit your views, opinions and
recomrendat i ons concerni ng the Sabi ne Neches
Wat erway Feasibility Study. The information you
present will be used to identify environnental
concerns, adjust the study efforts and to neet the
Nati onal Environnental Policy Act requirenments for
prepari ng an Environnental |npact Statenent.

Every effort wll be nmade to address the
concerns and issues identified here tonight.
There will be additional opportunities for the
public to express their views in other neetings
and wor kshops in the future.

Let nme discuss the format of the neeting.
First, M. Tom Jackson of the Jefferson County
Wat erway and Navigation District will present an
overvi ew of the Sabi ne- Neches Waterway. Next,
Ms. R chardson fromthe Corps of Engineers wll
provi de an overview of the study process. Then
Ms. Stokes, Corps of Engineers will provide an
overvi ew of the Environnental |npact Study and
| nt eragency Coordi nati ng Team pr ocess.

W're terrible about abbreviating things,
so you'll hear people nention ICI. That's the

| nt eragency Coordi nating Team Fol |l ow ng these
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presentations | wll accept public comments. |

wll first recogni ze Federal and State officials
who have requested to nake a statenent, then
Federal and State resource agencies wll be able
to make presentations. Finally I wll recognize
each individual fromthe registration cards that
has indicated that they wish to nake a statenent.
Everyone who has indicated a desire to conment

w |l have the opportunity to do so. |Is there
anyone who needs to turn in a card?

Pl ease give the speakers the courtesy of
not maki ng any comments during their presentation.
Al'l individuals have an equal right to be heard.
| now call on M. Tom Jackson.

MR JACKSON:

| do want to extend ny heartfelt
gratitude for your attendance. Keep in mnd that
this project that we've been working on now for
t he past couple of years will have a trenendous
| npact upon our communities. W' ve always
consi dered Loui si ana and Orange County as
nei ghbors of ours in Jefferson County, and al so
that Jefferson County has solely funded this
project up to date.

|"mgoing to go through sone slides with
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you real quick. Wat these slides will do wll
bring us both up to date on where we have been and
where hopefully we are going as well as the

pur pose of why we are in this project.

To start wth, this is a picture of our
waterway. |If you don't mnd I'll nove over. The
brown | ocations are what we call placenent areas
or PAs. Wen we do nai ntenance dredging on the
current, the existing waterway, the dredges wl |
take and utilize those areas to put the materi al
in. Wien we get onshore, the areas are | eveed.

If you're not famliar with these sites, it's kind
of like a levee around a rice mll or a crawfish
pond except they get to be huge. Sone of themare
in the thirty foot range. Quite a bit of noney to
bui | d t hese.

The history started off in about 1912
where the channel was deepened fifteen feet.

Al ong the Sabi ne- Neches, the Port Arthur Canal
was conpleted prior to this and therefore it was
extended | ater on, but as you see, in 1962 the
channel went to forty feet. Now we're | ooking at
deepening the channel. Also with those depths you
will notice, for the history buffs, the size of

the vessels that are utilizing not only the
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wat erways of Jefferson County, but also
nati onwi de. These shi ps have gotten | arger as
wel |l as the draft has gotten deeper.

In 1875 the federal governnent cane in
and started | ooking at our channel. The channel
to Beaunont was authorized in 1912 primarily
because of the petrochem cal industry which nore
or |less spurred the growth of our region including
the Lake Charles area. The federal funds to pay
for the maintenances, we don't have to pay for the
dredge to cone in, but we do have to pay for the
pl acenment areas as well as the | evee.

W have tried to -- continuing to try to
di versify our channel, but as it goes, nuch |ike
In Lake Charles, it's primarily a petrochem cal
port and probably will be for quite sone tine. W
use these large ships to carry the petroleum The
nore petrol eumyou can get on a ship, the nore
efficient these ships are.

Again, we want, the size of the vessels
warrants our deepeni ng our channel and w deni ng
our channel for two- way traffic. Again, to
I ncrease the efficiency as well as we've got sone
safety concerns on our waterway where these ships

cone in and as they have w dened -- becone w der

UNITED-WOMACK REPORTING- A LEGALINK COMPANY - 713-426-0400

Page 10



© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R B RBP RBR R R R R R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O » W N P O

EIS SCOPING MEETING - MAY 28, 2002

in their -- the channel of course is remaining
approximately the sane. W do have sone safety
| ssues that we're aware of.

Again, we're back to the existing
pl acenent areas. These are the four offshore
pl acenent areas as our channel runs quite a ways
of fshore, much like it is here in Lake Charl es,
and our onshore sites go all the way up into
Beaunont. O course we limted capacity in those
sites. W are |ooking at sone neans by which to
beneficially use this material by putting it on
our shores to help circunvent shoreline erosion as
wel | as sonme marsh restoration.

This of course is just a denonstration of
what these ships |ook |like. These ships really
took off right after the Second Wrld War. These
old Liberty ships were big ships back then, and
since that tine where they will stop grow ng, |
don't know, but | do know that we need to be ready
for them otherwise they'll find sonme other place
to go.

Qur channel currently is about four
hundred feet along the bottom Qur pilots, Sabine
pil ots who man our ships in the Sabi ne- Neches

Wat erway restricts one- way traffic in specific

UNITED-WOMACK REPORTING- A LEGALINK COMPANY - 713-426-0400

Page 11



© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R B RBP RBR R R R R R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O » W N P O

EIS SCOPING MEETING - MAY 28, 2002

Page 12
areas. The majority of the Waterway i s one- way.

There is a rather conplicated formula they use to
det er m ne whet her ships get by each other, but
then we're further conplicated with the fornul a
bei ng used and then having a ship pulled up in a
dock | oading or offloading of product. Again,

we' re | ooking at reducing our ship del ays.

And, again, to denonstrate the |ength of
time, it has taken us, a little over two years
into this project. And we've got another two
years to go. It's very slow It's very
cunbersone and very efficient. And hopefully with
t he nunbers that will conme out of this and save us
alot of trial and error later on.

But anyway, later on in the neeting we
wi || have an opportunity hopefully for any
guestions. If not then -- what | know | w |
convey to you. W're not going to keep any
secrets. Again, this is a -- appreciate the
community invol verent. Tonorrow night we'll be in
t he Beaunont area presenting this to the taxpayers
of Beaunont.

Li zette Richardson is our -- is currently
the lady who is in Galveston that | ask questions

of concerning this project. She's done a real
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good job for us.

MB. RI CHARDSON:

Thank you, Tom Good evening. This
slide shows the process that Tomalluded to, the
Corps Gvil Wrks Project and howit's initiated,
in this case by the |ocally sponsored Jefferson
County Waterway and Navigation District, and it
shows the process through the feasibility stage
that we are currently in through design, and then
construction and operations, and we're about the
m dway point of the feasibility process for
Sabi ne- Neches Waterway. W started the
reconnai ssance study in 1997 and then went into
the feasibility in March of 2000.

This is a specific tine line for the
project. W're scheduled to have the final
Feasibility Report in the July, 2004 tinme frane,
and then we'll finish the entire Feasibility Study
Wi th the Environnent |npact Statenent in Novenber
of "04, and if the project is authorized we
anticipate construction in the fall of 2005.

The purpose of the feasibility phase is
to evaluate all alternatives and to sel ect the one
that has the greatest econom c benefit and also is

consistent with protecting the environnent.
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Jefferson County as our sponsor is cost sharing in
the project, and fifty- fifty cost share, and as
part of the feasibility phase we'll do the
Envi ronnmental | npact Statenent and we'll al so have
Jan, she'll be talking later in the briefing.
She'll go through the Environnental | npact Study
and the I nteragency Coordinati on Teamthat was
established nore in detail.

As part of evaluating the alternatives,
we're going to be | ooking at various engineering
| ssues, environnental inpacts and opportunities,
and the econom c benefits of the project.

Under engi neering we're going to be
| ooki ng at depths of forty- five, forty- eight and
fifty feet wth potential w denings of the
channel. To address the navigation and safety
| ssue we have our Waterways Experinent Station,
which is located in Vicksburg, Mssissippi. They
si mul ated the novenent of vessels up and down the
wat erway, and that happened in the April-My tine
frame. W actually did the sinulations and the
report is going through the analysis right now of
the results fromthe actual pilots.

W are al so | ooking at the dredge

material quantities to cone up with a managenent
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plan that we can insure we can accept all this

mai nt enance dredge material over the fifty year
|life of the project. And, also, in the real
estate arena we're having real estate studies,
| ooki ng at possibly having to rel ocating around
seventy pi pelines.

In the environnental area the follow ng
concerns on the slide were raised at the May, 2000
public neeting, and Sal twater intrusion inpacts,
the tidal novenents, vessel effects. W currently
have nodel i ng and study efforts underway at
vari ous stages right now to address these
concerns, and al so the Environnental |npact Study
wi Il also address sone of the concerns that were
raised at the [ast public neeting such as the
hydrodynam ¢ and salinity nodel. That is
currently underway w th our Waterways Experi nent
Station out of Vicksburg.

In the economcs arena we're going to
| ook at the overall project benefits and costs.
For the Sabi ne- Neches Waterway nost of the
benefits wll be related to transportati on costs
benefits. W have conducted interviews with the
pilots and the shipping industry to try to come up

W th the actual transportation costs benefits to
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feed into the project, and we've al so | ooked at
the types of vessels and the shipping patterns and
the long termtrends were al so conducted as part
of the econom c anal ysi s.

Again, 1'd like to state as Tom had
mentioned, this is an open process. W encourage
participation of all the stakeholders. W have
had | ocal, state and federal agency invol venent
and have established the |Interagency Coordi nation
Team to provide technical guidance throughout the
feasibility phase as well as the entire project.

That concl udes ny portion of the program
and 1'd like to turn it over to Ms. Jan_Stokes.
Thank you.

MB. STOKES:

Thank you, Lizette. Good evening. The
Cor ps of Engi neers and the Jefferson County
Wat erway and Navigation District are conducting
studies in support of the Environnental |npact
Statenent for the Feasibility Study. The
boundaries for the study were established in
consultation with resource agencies fromboth
Loui si ana and Texas. The study area includes all
areas which could potentially be affected by

changes in salinity and circulation patterns. It
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extends from Salt Bayou in Texas on the west to

@Gum Cove Ridge in Louisiana to the east, and
inland to north of Interstate 10.

The EIS will evaluate potential changes
I n physical processes such as circul ation and
sedi nentati on, biol ogical resources and habitats,
wat er and sedi nent quality, hazardous, toxic and
radi oactive waste, air quality and noi se,
soci oecononmi ¢ resources, historic properties and
cunul ati ve i npact.

Concerns have been expressed over the
proposed project's potential inpacts to salinity
| evel s and circul ation patterns in the Sabi ne Lake
estuarine system These are being addressed with
a hydrodynam c/salinity nodel which will predict
changes resulting fromthe proposed i nprovenents.
Resour ce agencies from Texas and Loui si ana have
been involved in setting requirenents for this
nodel .

O her studies and nodels will be used to
eval uate effects on shall ow groundwat er aquifers,
changes in the novenent of sedinment in the river
channel s and Sabi ne Lake, and changes in erosion
rates al ong the coastal shoreline at Sabine Pass,

t he eastern shore of Sabi ne Lake and the
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navi gati on channel s.

To assist in nodel devel opnent, field
data on existing conditions was coll ected by the
Corps, the Texas Water Devel opnent Board and Lanar
University from May to Decenber, 2001. Data were
collected on salinities, water velocities, channel
cross sections, water |evels and weat her
condi ti ons.

The EIS is evaluating the effects of
proj ect alternatives on biological resources and
critical habitats. The inpacts associated wth
channel inprovenents and associ ated pl acenent
areas are being studied. Increased salinity
i ntrusion into brackish and freshwater wetlands is
bei ng evaluated. Habitat | osses will be discussed
in terns of inpacts on wildlife, especially
wat erf ow and shorebirds. Project inpacts to
wetl ands will be predicted by salinity,
circulation and sedi nent transport nodel s.

A bi ol ogi cal assessnent will be prepared
as required by the Endangered Species Act to
determ ne project inpacts on federally listed
t hr eat ened or endangered speci es.

The effects of project alternatives on

essential fish habitat will al so be eval uated and
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related to | osses in sports and commerci al

fisheries.

The EIS is evaluating existing water and
sedi nent quality and changes associated with
project alternatives. The evaluation will include
the prinmary past and present sources of pollution
in the project area and the results of physical
and chem cal anal yses of the water and sedi nents.
These studies will be used to evaluate alternative
| ocations for the placenent of dredged material.

A hazardous, toxic and radioactive waste
assessnment i s being conducted to identify areas of
concern and to determ ne potential project
| npacts.

Exi sting regional air quality data wll
be assessed and changes in shipping practices are
being studied. A Cean Air Act conformty
analysis wll be necessary because the
Beaunont/ Port Arthur area is currently designated
a non- attainnment area.

Data on noise |evels currently associ ated
wth traffic and industry on the Sabi ne- Neches
Waterway will be conpiled and projections of
changes associated with project alternatives wll

be gener at ed.
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A soci oeconom c profile of the project

area is being prepared to provide a basis for
predi cting positive and negative social and
econom c effects associated with project
alternatives.

Envi ronnmental justice issues will also be
I nvestigated by identifying social groups within
t he study area which nay be disproportionately
| npacted by the proposed alternatives.

H storical and archival research are
bei ng conducted to identify known and potenti al
prehi storic and historic archeol ogi cal sites,
hi storic structures and shi pwecks which could be
affected by project alternatives.

Renot e- sensi ng underwater surveys wl|
be conducted in affected areas where there is a
hi gh probability for shi pw ecks.

Terrestrial archeol ogi cal surveys will be
conducted in high probability areas which may be
af fected by upl and pl acenent areas or other
proj ect i npacts.

The EIS will identify past, present and
reasonably foreseeabl e future environnental
| npacts in the project area. Changes associ ated

W th project alternatives will be added to past
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and present inpacts to evaluate cunul ative effects
on the Sabi ne Lake estuarine system

An | nteragency Coordination Team or |CT,
has been established to identify environnental
concerns associated with the Sabi ne- Neches
Feasibility Study, to devel op scopes of work for
studi es needed to address these concerns, to
pronote effective teammork anong state and federal
agencies, and to contribute to the conpletion of
the EI'S and Feasibility Study.

One representative fromeach interested
state and federal resource agency, the Study's
sponsor and the Corps is designated as a voting
menber on the ICT. (Oher representatives of these
agenci es al so participate as advisory nenbers
provi di ng techni cal guidance to the ICT. W have
just extended an invitation to county and parish
governnents in the project area, specifically
Jefferson and Orange Counties in Texas and Caneron
and Cal casieu Parishes in Louisiana to join the
team as advi sory nenbers. The ICT's decision
maki ng process i s based on reaching a consensus
t hr ough open di scussi on.

The | CT establishes subcomm ttees or work

groups to address technical issues and nake
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recommendations. Two work groups have been
established to date; the Mdeling Wrk G oup and
t he Restoration/Beneficial Uses Wirk G oup. The
Restorati on Wirk Goup has just been finished a
series of public workshops where ideas for
ecosystemrestoration and the beneficial uses of
dredge material were submtted by user and

envi ronnent al groups.

Because this project crosses state
boundari es, representatives fromboth Texas and
Loui si ana are nenbers of the team They are the
U S Fish and WIdlife Service, National Marine
Fi sheries Service, National Resources Conservation
Service, Environnental Protection Agency, the
Texas General Land Ofice, Texas Natural Resource
Conservation Conmm ssion, Texas Parks and Wldlife
Depart nent, Texas Water Devel opnent Board,
Loui si ana Departnent of Natural Resources,
Loui si ana Departnent of Environnental Quality,
Loui si ana Departnent of Wldlife and Fisheri es,
the Jefferson County Waterway and Navi gati on
District, and the Galveston D strict Corps.

Envi ronnental inpacts will be avoi ded and
mnimzed to the maxi num extent possi bl e when

sel ecting a recommended plan. |f unavoi dabl e
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habitat | osses remain, they wll be quantified and
mtigation plans will be devel oped by the ICT. An
| CT work group will be forned to advise on the
types, quantity and location of mtigation

nmeasur es.

Public input is inportant in the ICT
process. That's why we're here tonight. W're
here to listen and |l earn fromyou. The public is
invited to attend scopi ng neetings such as this
one and provide comments which becone part of the
official record. If you prefer to provide witten
coments, copies of a formwith the nane and
address of Col onel Waterworth, the Gal veston
District Comander, are avail abl e.

A public neeting will be held next year
to obtain comments on the reconmended pl an.
Comment s can be presented at the neeting or
provided in witing. The draft EIS will be
circulated for witten comments during the spring
of 2004.

And that's all | have. Now Il'd like to
turn it back to M. Saunders.

MR SAUNDERS:
Thank you, Jan. At thistinme |l'd like to

recogni ze Lynn Jones representing Congressman
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Chris John. Wl cone.

Are there any other el ected federal
officials here? Are there any elected state
officials? Any representatives of federal
resource agencies here who wi sh to nake a conmment ?

| have a card from G egory DuCote',
Loui si ana Departnent of Natural Resources. |If
| ' ve butchered your nane | apol ogi ze.

MR DUCOTE :
That's okay. Mbst peopl e do.
MR SAUNDERS:
| can assure you yours won't be the only
one toni ght.
MR DUCOTE' :
It's G eg DuCote'.
MR SAUNDERS:
Ckay.
MR DUCOTE' :

| work for the Louisiana Departnent of
Nat ural Resources Coastal Managenent Division, and
| just wanted to state, | guess, for the record
that the proposed project is subject to federal
consi stency review by the Louisiana Departnent of
Nat ural Resources Coastal Managenent Division as

It does have a federally approved coast al
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resources program | also would like to note that

the Corps should submt that consistency
determ nation to us and have fully analyzed all of
the available alternatives to the proposed action,
I ncl udi ng such things as other alternative nethods
for the novenent of petrol eum product as that
seens to be the major inpetus for the channel
| nprovenent and the naj or beneficiary of those
| nprovenents. Thank you very nuch.

MR SAUNDERS:

Thank you, sir. My | call on those who
wi sh to nake a statenent fromthe general public.
| ask that you limt your oral statenents to not
nore than three mnutes. That will give other
I ndi vidual s an opportunity to speak. To assi st
speakers in keeping track of tinme, |I've asked M.
Wse at the end of the table down here to hold up
a card when you have thirty seconds |eft to speak,
and a tinme card when your tine has expired.

Pl ease be courteous. Please allow everyone who
wants to speak an opportunity to speak. When you
are called, please cone forward and speak into the
center aisle mcrophone right here. Please

i dentify yourself by stating your full nane.

|"d like to remi nd you that the purpose
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of this neeting is to provide you with an

opportunity to present your views, opinions and
recomrendat i ons concerni ng the Sabi ne- Neches
Wat erway Feasibility Study. |f you desire to
submt a witten statenent for inclusion in the
record but do not want to nake an oral statenent,
you may bring your statenment to this table and
we'll accept it. Let's see. M. David Richard.

MR Rl CHARD:

David Richard representing Stream

Property Managenent, and the way this process has
started off with you having three years and giving
the public three mnutes is about typical of the
way this process has worked. So we'll nake that
clear to begin with. It is very evident to ne
when you cone here, there are an awful | ot of
peopl e on the Texas side of this project. There
aren't an awful |ot of people to speak on the
Loui siana side. It affects a huge area of marsh
that doesn't have a lot of people on it that can
cone in here and talk to. And we understand that
very clearly, but the wetland resources that are
bei ng i npacted by this are huge, and Loui siana has
nmade a huge comm tnent since 1988 to restore,

protect and enhance its marshes. | do not see the
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coordination with this group in regard to our

coastal restoration plans.

You have an I nteragency Coordination
Team but it does not include any private
I ndi vi dual s, has not included the parish until
|ately and | want to conmmend Ms. Stokes for giving
t hose parishes or inviting themto have a
representative at these ICT neetings. Your ICT
criteria allows the public a very brief tine to
speak before a neeting, not after a neeting, and
for those of you, especially M. Saunders when you
said have equal right to be heard, that's a
fallacy in your system

W spent mllions for coastal restoration
here in Louisiana. There's a huge problem W
need to have those probl ens addressed. The
probl ens of the past have been di gging these gi ant
channel s and putting them across ecosystens have
caused huge marsh deterioration. W've |lost a
mllion acres of |and in Louisiana through
channels just as you're proposing to enlarge and
expand. And we do understand, but it's for the
econom ¢ benefit, but we think that the ecol ogi cal
| npacts of this channel far outweigh that.

The i npact on communities is going to be
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huge in our marsh conmmunity, in our wetland

community. There are no communities or very few
communities of people in that area as | said at
t he begi nning. M. Jackson tal ked about the
deposition of spoil in the areas the deposition is
needed. There are huge areas of both Texas and
Loui si ana that need the spoil that has actually
been transported out of these areas because of the
channel historically. You're now depositing spoil
in public waters in Sabi ne Lake.

| appreciate your having this scoping
neeting here. M tine is alnost up, but | would
expect and hope that the suggestions we gave M.
Bagur woul d be added to this public neeting, would
be added to this tinme as far as suggestions. |
think you called it a certain process, Janelle,
but we've given hundreds of suggestions in ways to
mtigate. Thank you.

MR SAUNDERS:
Thank you. Rusty Vincent.
MR, VI NCENT:

|"mhere at this neeting as a | andowner
I n Caneron Parish and Cal casi eu Parish, basically
at the intersection of the Intracoastal Wterway

and Sabine River. Also | represent Coastal
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Conservation here tonight. | do have a question.

Just being able to get up here and give a
statenment is kind of hard to do, because we stil
have not been able to ask a | ot of questions of
all the people that are here present. And | was
wanting to know tonight can we ask them questi ons
ot her than just give you a statenent.
MR SAUNDERS:

Tonight we're here to listen to you.
We' || answer your questions, but your questions
woul d necessarily have to be staffed. | mght not
have the right person here tonight to answer your
question. If you'll wite nme your question, we'l]|
provi de you an answer.

MR VI NCENT:

Ckay. Let ne ask one question then.
WIIl there be another tine at sone point in tine
to where we could actually sit there and have |
guess a round table or open discussion to be able
to talk about the nerits of this, because the
first neetings that we had basically tal ked about
mtigation. Here tonight we had to cone with a
witten statenent, but if we don't know enough
about this problem it's hard to ask those

guestions. And | would Iike for this Board to be
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able to offer and | et sone of the people |ike M.

Ri chard and nyself sit down with part of the Task
Force and ask those questions to where we could
gener at e those.
MR JACKSON:
Rusty, as the | ocal sponsor, you're
wel cone to cone by ny office at anytine, or you
give ne a holler and I'l|l cone neet you sone place
as long as, you know, we can work this out as to
when and where and it fits your schedule and it
fits mne.
MR VI NCENT:
Sure. And it's real inportant --
MR JACKSON:
| under st and.
MR VI NCENT:

-- because one of the things is that we
want to know nore about with the Navigation Board,
because we have issues here with our own ship
channel already, and we'd like to go on record as
sayi ng that we have a concern involving the
citizens in southwest Louisiana about us having to
di g our channel deeper and wi der to conpete solely
with you. If we're looking at it as a regional

econom ¢ devel opnent area there, why are we
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sitting here spending tons of dollars on one
project when two to three years fromnow we'll be
back here in this roomwth sone of the different
pl ayers here wanting to do the sane thing to
counter what you guys have done to be nore
conpetitive.

MR JACKSON:

Let me say this also, Rusty, that part --
well, let me -- it's bigger than part. A hundred
percent of this study that we're undertaking with
the Corps of Engineers will probably answer many
of the questions you have concerning this project.
So I'mkind of at a di sadvantage since we're
certainly looking for the answers so to give -- to
present to the public as to what are sonme very
| egi ti mate questions you have. So until, you
know, this project, until we get the answers, then
a lot of the questions, | don't know. And we're
spending -- our local community is going to spend
Three and A Half MIlion ($3,500,000.00) Dollars,
the federal governnent the three and a half
mllion, a total of about seven plus nore funding
in order for us to get sone answers. And we may
find, and et ne nake this very clear to you all,

we may find that at the end of the day that this
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project is too big, it is too conplicated for us

to continue. Thus there is nothing set in stone
for this project. And at sone point we're going
to have to nake a decision whether to proceed or
to stop, and |'ve been as legitimate with you all
to tell you the open truth that there i s nothing
set in stone for this project. Oherwise if it
was we'd stop the study and we woul d proceed one
way or the other immediately. So anyway, we're
trying to go on in order to get the answers, and |
can't answer your question w thout the answers.

MR VI NCENT:

Thank you for the invitation. W'll|

probably take you up on that.

MR JACKSON:
Yes, sir. |'d be happy to see you.
MR. SAUNDERS:

Thank you. M. Lynn Jones representing

Congressman Chris John.
MR JONES:

Thank you very much. | also want to
thank you all for the three mnute tine limt as
|'"ve got to be in Alexandria at five o' clock in
the norning, so naybe that'll shorten the neeting.

But | appreciate your statenents there, Tom as
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far as the open invitation for Rusty to cone and
ask the questions.

Let me just say this on behalf of the
Congressman: | know this is the beginning stages
of this particular project. Most definitely we
are concerned and especially because of our very,
very vul nerable wetlands. As David R chard said,
there's not a ot of people as far as popul ation
down there that have property along there, but
that's a little m sconceiving as far as the inpact
here. And that is not just Louisiana, it's Texas,
t oo, because this is an estuary ot her than none
other in the world. Qur fisheries are unsurpassed
and it's based on our estuaries. And so that
really needs to be taken into account. |It's not
popul ati on.

It inmpacts mllions and mllions of
peopl e there, so | understand econonic
devel opnent. Like David said, you know, we're all
for econom c devel opnent, but we want to do it
very smartly and not cause the problens that we've
had here in Louisiana. W've lost mllions of
acreage. Congressnman John has spent many hours
trying to come up with sone types of solutions to

reverse that. So we appreciate the opportunity to
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be heard and | woul d appreciate that if you all

could put us on your nmailing |ist.

For the Record it's 1011 Lakeshore Dri ve,
Suite 306, Lake Charles, Louisiana 70601, and you
can send it to Lynn Jones. |'mhis executive
assistant. | run his office here in Lake Charles.
Thank you all very nuch.

MR SAUNDERS:

Thank you. M. Jim Robinson. Now, |
have two Ji m Robi nsons. Do we need to flip a
coin? Go ahead. One of you go first and the next
one wll go next.

MR ROBI NSON: \

And | don't like speaking. Can we pull
up the, let's see, what did you call it, EIS
pr ogr anf

| was at the Beaunont neeting in the year
of 2000 at which you presided, and soneone had a
real intelligent question, it seened |ike. Said
why not have a safe harbor out and pipeline the
chemcals in and out of your plant. The answer's
a lot cheaper for a pipeline than it is to build
sonething to take a big vessel in and out. That's
just logic. And also in Louisiana there's half of

Sabi ne Lake and you all fill in nore, does that
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nove our boundary over? Because that's going to

erode wth the Saltwater comng in. You' re going
to have Saltwater that you got to go forty mles
out to get. You all are bringing it in as quick
as you can. |'d like for you to consider, really
consider a pipeline going in there, and if you
have to do this program we want sone rocks on our
side or sone buoy to hold them back by. That's it.
You don't have to throw up the fl ag.

MR SAUNDERS:

Ckay. Wiile that's warm ng up, could we

have the next M. Robi nson?

MR ROBI NSON:

Good evening. |I'll be Janes L. Robi nson

MR SAUNDERS:
Ckay.
MR ROBI NSON:
-- Director of Navigation for the Lake
Charles Urban and Terminal District. And Rusty
seened to know this was com ng, but not this
quick. Gven the simlar and proxinate
configuration of the Sabi ne- Neches and Cal casi eu
Ri ver Wat erways, a system c approach to inproving

both essential waterways would seemto be
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warranted. The draft Environnent |npact Statenent

shoul d at a m ni num address the subject in the
| npact of inproving only one channel. So we
invite the ICT's attention to these matters and
how both potential projects mght benefit fromthe
draft EI'S work or other work on this project m ght
be addressed sinultaneously. At the risk of
getting shot by Randy and sone others, we don't
want to be here two years later. W want to be
here now.
MR SAUNDERS:
Yes, sSir.
MR ROBI NSON:
Thank you.
MR SAUNDERS:
"1l really mess this one up. Rodney
Qui | beaux.
MR GUI LBEAUX:
| don't care what you call nme or how you
pronounce it. Just call ne. Rodney Quil beaux. |
have seven different hats here tonight, and | do
not know what a three mnute tine limt is. R ght
now |'ve got a hat "Coalition to Restore Coastal
Louisiana.” | have a letter witten to M.

R char dson. |''mon the Executive Board, the
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director faxed it to ne and | shall read it.

"On behalf of the Coalition to Restore
Coastal Louisiana we would |ike to express our
grave concern about the potential negative inpact
on Louisiana's coastal wetlands should the
proposed w deni ng and/ or deepeni ng of the Sabi ne-
Neches Waterway channel takes place. The proposed
channel changes to the Sabi ne- Neches Wt erway
channel will increase shoreline erosion and
Saltwater intrusion to the Cal casi eu- Sabi ne
Basi n.

Sal twater intrusion has contributed
greatly to the loss of wetlands in the Cal casieu-
Sabi ne Basin over the past fifty years. This
proj ect would accelerate the | oss of additional
wet | ands and vital estuarine habitats. Due to the
potential salinity and shoreline erosion this
proposed project appears to conflict with the
restoration strategies outlined in Louisiana's
Coast 2050," which |I've attended every neeting
they've had for the last eight years. "Coast 2050
Is a conprehensive strategic plans for restoring
Loui si ana' s coastal wetlands and stabilizing the
coastal zones to prevent further wetland | oss.

The pl an has been approved by all twenty coast al
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Loui si ana parishes as well as the State of
Loui si ana and federal governnent agencies,
including the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers in New
O | eans.

The Sabi ne- Neches project as proposed
could potentially thwart the inplenentation of
Coast 2050 and threaten Louisiana's ability to
gain national support to restore our coastal
wet | and syst ens.

Al so, the Coastal Wetlands Pl anni ng,
Protection and Restoration Act, better known as
CWPPRA, requires that all U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers navi gation and fl ood projects be
consistent with coastal restoration plans
devel oped under the CWPPRA statute. W have seen
no evidence to date that this has been done with
respect to this project.

| rrespective of this |egal requirenent
for consistency, any proposed project that wll
contribute to the destruction of wetlands while

state and federal governnent funded prograns are

spending mllions to restore these sane wetl ands
I's inconceivably wasteful and ill-planned. W
wi Il submt another letter concerning our outlines

In greater detail by June the 28th. Sincerely,
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Mark Davis, Executive Director," you can put that

down, honey, "Executive Director of the Coalition
to Restore Coastal Louisiana.”" And I'll |eave you
that right there.

| "' m Rodney CGuil beaux. |I'mwth the
Caneron Parish Gravity Drainage District. W
cover fromthe Sabine River to the Cal casieu
River, fromthe Intracoastal Canal to the Gulf of
Mexi co. Everything that you're tal king about is

our territory except for the Calcasieu area. W

cover it all. W have a |larger area than nost
counties or parishes in sone states. | know of
the I CT nenbers. | see three Louisiana nentions

in there: DNR, DEQ and Departnent of WIldlife and
Fisheries. |'mproud that you are now aski ng and
inviting Caneron and Cal casieu folk to

partici pate, because | didn't see anyone there. |
made all the neetings. | apologize for not having
all this together, but for three weeks |'ve been
out of pocket. | buried ny wife Friday, but this
Is inportant to us and | got to have ny say. W
have not hi ng agai nst the navigation industry
bui | di ng, w deni ng, deepening the channel. Wen
you turn into Texas and go up through that we have

no problemw th that. We have no problens with
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any of it if you put a lock at the base -- at the

entrance of the Sabine River where it cones into
Texas and Louisiana. Then there will be no
saltwater intrusion. W'Ill save mllions of
dollars and mllions of acres, or hundreds of
t housands of acres of wetlands and keep our stuff
goi ng.

Thi s Drai nage Board has addressed you in
Port Arthur and other areas. They stand behind
one hundred percent that they want to be sure that
t he Loui siana portion is taken care of. W do not
like the idea that |land is being expropriated or
trying to be expropriated on the Louisiana side.
We do not like the idea that no dredge spoils are
put on the Texas side. W do not |like the idea
that land -- dredge spoils are being put on areas
which we are trying to protect which we're trying
to utilize for econom c devel opnent. W are one
hundred percent against it.

Rodney Cuil beaux speaking for the Sabine
Parish Lighthouse. This historic nonunent as far
as I'mconcerned, its history 1856 it was built.
It's going on two centuries. |'monly seventy-
five, so | wasn't here when it was built. But |I'm

here while we're trying to restore it. Wth the
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hel p of good Texas people and fromall over, we
are restoring this |lighthouse. Unfortunately we
have been told that the road that we have built
with our own funds would not be available for us
to use to restore the |ighthouse or to go to the
| i ght house. The Sabi ne Li ght house Associ ati on,
under the auspices of the Canmeron Preservation
Al'liance, has worked hard and diligently. Here in
Port Arthur we had a tribute to Bobby Charles. W
rai sed Seventeen Thousand N ne Hundred
($17,900.00) Dollars, nostly through Texas
efforts, and we're proud of that. W want to
restore this |ighthouse and neke it one of the
nost scenic things in the entire area. W also
received a |ighthouse that was out in the Gl f.
W donated it to Texas through the Sabine Parish
Lions Cub or whoever wants it to use for their
own purpose. W want to work together. W are
nei ghbors. W want to be your neighbor. But |
want ny children and grandchildren to be able to
see that, to be able to drive up toit, to be able
to touch it, and to be able to drive on it.

| only found out about this this
afternoon at 4:30. Wth all going on, |I'mjust

now reading ny mail. So | wasn't able to get al
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the caps and I wasn't able to get anything into
perspective. But |'m speaking fromthe heart and
| appreciate your listening to ne.

That's the Caneron Pari sh Chanber of
Commerce which | helped found. [|'mon the Board.
|'"'ma past president. The Caneron Parish Chanber
of Conmmerce is one hundred percent behind any
econom ¢ devel opnent, anything that we can do to
hel p and save our wetlands, to restore what we
have. They have net and unani nously given
testinonials and letters to you. So has the
Dr ai nage Board and so has the Coalition to Restore
Coastal Louisiana. |If you need nore, we can get
you nore. |If you want sone phone calls, you want
sone letters, we can get them That's the easiest
thing to do.

| didn't bring ny cap fromthe Lions
C ub, but I'ma nenber of the Caneron Lions d ub.
|'ve been a nenber of the Caneron Lions O ub and

ot her clubs since 1950. That's before sone of you

were born. Anyhow, | know I'man old coot, and I
speak nmy piece. |I'mstill Rodney CGuil beaux. |'m
a past District Governor. | have made friends in

Texas and Loui si ana and everywheres el se. The

Caneron Lions CQub is the only civic organization
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I n Caneron Parish. Any everybody who is anybody
and nobody is in the Caneron Lions Cub. They
stand one hundred percent against this particular
wi deni ng and deepeni ng unl ess the Loui siana side
Is taken care of. That's how they feel.

| ' m speaki ng for the West Caneron Port

Comm ssion. W have a president and a charter

Board nenber and nyself to the present. 1|'ve got
the big nouth and | like to hear nyself talk so
they defer to ne. I'mstill Rodney Qi l beaux.

Qur neeting was tonight, but we cancell ed that
neeting because this is nore inportant and it's
part of us. The Caneron Port Conmm ssion, West
Caneron Port Comm ssion, covers Sabi ne Lake and
Sabi ne Pass and Sabi ne Ri ver and Cal casi eu River.
And we're concerned about them and we want to do
what's right, but we want to save our wetland. W
don't want saltwater all the way up the country.
W don't need it. W don't need saltwater on the
Intracoastal. W don't need saltwater in the

| ake. W& don't need saltwater in the marshes
because they are very, very fragile. Now, we're
doing our best to save ours. And if | was a

Texan, |'d be one hundred percent for this

proj ect, because you need it and that's fine. [|I'm
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for it. And I'mwth you as |long as you don't
hurt the Louisiana side. There is no dredge spoil
bei ng put on the Texas side. They're being put on
t he Loui si ana side, and we cannot econom cally
devel op what we need to do there.

| "' mnot going to use the word
di scrimnation, because it probably would not be
appropro. But | do feel |like we need nore
consideration, and |'mproud to see the Louisiana
folks that are here. The Jury couldn't make it
because they're in session right now Yesterday
was a holiday. The Caneron Parish Police Jury
woul d have been here including the president, his
Board nenbers and Tina Horne, the adm nistrator.
She coul d not nmake it because right now they are
In session. |'mbegging you to proceed, but
pl ease thi nk about Louisiana. One, two, three
peopl e tal ked, never nentioned Caneron Pari sh.
Each of you nentioned Loui siana once. You said
Canmeron Parish once and you said Caneron Pari sh
once. W have no people in Caneron Parish in this
area. W don't even have a thousand people in the
area that's being affected, but we've got hundreds
of thousands of acres of the nost pristine marshes

that you're going to find. W want to save it.
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W want you to do what you need to do, but | [|ike
that idea of a pipeline, having a station. Put
t he pipeline on the Louisiana side. Let your
shi ps dock there. Do go underneath the channel
and run it up to your plants |Iike you want to.
This West Caneron Port, we had to -- we dredged
the loop. The Corps didn't dredge it for us. W
had to dredge it. W had to pay for it. The
t axpayers had to foot a bond issue for it. W
coul d not put our spoils anywheres el se but on the
@l f of Mexico's shoreline. W had to subnmarine
underneath the river to do it after we had al ready
built |evees, the cost of |evees where we couldn't
put our spoils. So if it can work for the Corps
there and New Ol eans and for us, it can work for
you all. Thank you, ma'am |'Ill concede. |
appreciate it. And | appreciate you all giving ne
and allowing ne to speak for nore than one
subject. [|'ve got five nore groups that | need to
talk for, but I think I got ny point across.
MR SAUNDERS:
| think so.
MR GUI LBEAUX:
|"mnot against it. I'mfor it. | just

don't know t he word no. I'"'ma mllionaire. |
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don't have A MIlion Dollars. |'ve got a mllion

friends, and | appreciate all of themand |I want
to consider you all friends. But | do want you to
pl ease take us into consideration and do a study.
When you tal ked about the study, | didn't see
anyt hing said about Caneron Parish. | heard about
Gol den Cove. | heard about sone other issues, but
| didn't see anywhere in the study where it said
Caneron Parish. So please. 1'll |leave you a copy
of that letter fromthe Coalition. Any questions,
"1l be glad to try to answer them
MR SAUNDERS:
Thank you. Next speaker woul d be Harold
Schoeffler. D d | destroy that one, too?
MR SCHCEFFLER
Thank you all for holding the hearing in

Loui si ana. That way we may have a little say so in

this thing. |I'mHarold Schoeffler. [|'mfrom
Laf ayette, Louisiana. |'mrepresenting the Sierra
Club, the Delta Chapter. |'mthe Conservation

Chairman of the State. W have several concerns.
Texas is facing a great freshwater deficit across
the state. It appears that if you build a nuch

deeper channel on the Sabine, you' re going to be

|l osing a ot of freshwater during high water
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peri ods, and of course during | ow water periods

salinity conmes running up that river towards the
Sabi ne System and all the wetlands that could be
affected and |l ost fromthis.

| f you put a | ock systemin which
certainly should be a consideration, then the
whol e i ssue of estuarine species going into that
whol e river systemto try this material fromthe
wet |l ands all the way from Tol edo Bend on down into
the Gulf of Mexico, all of that becones a real
problem But a |ock should be a consideration.
Any tinme a canal is dredged deeper or a new canal
I s dredged, one of the nost ignored environnental
I ssues, and | hope it's not ignored in this
particular EIS, is the fact that you may be, with
a deeper channel dredging into water bearing,
sands allowi ng surface pollution to go right into
t hose water bearing sands. It nmay have occurred
al ready, but it's not one of those things we
shoul d be nmaybei ng about. W should be conducti ng
a geol ogical survey to nmake sure that communities
dependent upon ground water are not subject to
hi gh | evel s of contam nation because we've dredged
right into water bearing sands.

A conplete listing of endangered speci es,
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the inpact on the bird life that cones from South
Anerica, Central Anmerica during the March- April
peri od, and where they cone to shore in the CGulf
of Mexico, how that whole list of birds inpacted
by this project. On the Reach in the Gulf of
Mexico | noted several dunp sites on the Culf
Reach, wondering if you all have an ocean dunpi ng
permt for that process of dunping in the Gulf of
Mexi co.

| see fromyour slides that this is a
narrow corridor that you haul water petrol eum
products. The imrediate thing that cones to m nd
is collision. Miurphy's lawis always at work. |
know in our owmn Morgan City area we have a Coast
@Quard control nechanismthat mnimzes the
possibility. O course there's always a
possibility of collision, but it mnimzes,
because it puts a control corridor, and that
certainly may be sonething beyond the pilot's
control. W'd like to think radi os al ways work,
t hat fogs never cone, and cross w nds never bl ow,
but all those things do occur and perhaps the
control systemrun by the Coast Guard should be a
consi derati on.

One of the concerns we have, why sixty
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mllion cubic yards of dirt and eight to eight and
a half mllion cubic yards nore of spoil disposal
per year, what happens to water quality through
this continuous dredging. WII that affect the
sports and conmmercial fisheries in the GQulf as the
waters leaves it subject to, |'msure, hydraulic
dredging really has an inpact on turbidity and
that brings us to the whole issue of toxicity of
spoil. Spoil that you are picking up and you're
di sposing of in wetland areas, in the lake, in the
Qul f, are those spoils toxic? And when you dredge
them up you may have toxins that have taken thirty
or forty years to accunul ate down on the bottom of
that channel, and then in a day or two you're
going to all reintroduce it, so the possibility of
whole lists of organic chemcals, |ead, cadmum a
whol e list, nercury, being reintroduced very
quickly into the whole system the fish kills that
may occur with it, all of that should be | ooked
at .

| can see from your dunping areas that
sone of it would be in Sabi ne Lake and sone woul d
be in the wetlands areas, and sone of it would be
I n Loui siana, and sone of it wll certainly be in

the Gulf, but in all that process, you know, to be
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| osi ng val uabl e, val uabl e productive water

bottons. The bottomof a bay or lake is just |ike
the topsoil of cane field or a sugar cane -- or a
corn field. |If you cover up that with clay and so
forth, you no |onger have a nethod to produce
mlls of clans, oysters. You have pretty nuch a
dead zone, and so I'd like to know how many acres
you're going to inpact and how you intend to
mtigate that.

Coastal wetlands | aw has al ways, you
know, been an inportant issue any tinme you nake a
channel larger. What inpact? WII it inpact at
all? WII it decrease, increase, what? W should
know that. W're fighting a value, as Rodney
poi nted out, a hell of a struggle in Louisiana.
W are losing thirty, forty thousand acres of |and
per year, and sone of the nost valuable |and on
earth. Those coastal marshes produce sonet hi ng
|i ke eight to ten tons of nutritious material a
year that feeds the oysters and the crabs and the
redfish, the shrinp and everything that |ives out
there. So to lose an acre of marsh is a travesty,
because that's sone of the nost productive | ands
on the face of this earth.

Wiy not a pipeline? |If a pipeline would
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avoid all these inpacts with a facility |like we

have in Louisiana, a LOOP facility, all that
product is piped to the fifty or the seventy foot
of fshore, you elimnate all these risks.

Anot her concern is all this maintenance
dredging. Who's going to pay for that? The
t axpayers are going to pay for that? Probably.
Ckay. W know t he answer.

One issue | think is inportant and, you
know, in Texas, probably Gal veston suffered one of
the worst hurricane disasters in the nation. By
deepening this channel, especially if you don't
have a | ock system where you can have a raised
storm surge toward the Beaunont, whol e Loui si ana
area by maki ng the channel nuch larger. A
hurricane stormsurge cones in. Are you going to
raise the water level two or three feet in the
communities of Port Arthur or wherever, and that
certainly should be a consideration, because |ives
are at risk in this whol e issue.

Wth that, | thank you all for hosting
this and having this in Louisiana. W appreciate
It and hope to participate in this whole process.

MR SAUNDERS:

Thank you very much. That concl udes the
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nunber of folks that have identified that they
woul d li ke to speak on the cards. |s there anyone
el se who would |ike to nmake a statenent? Could I
get you to fill out a card, please?
MR O CONNOR:

| already filled a card out. M/ nane is
Terry O Connor. | represent the Louisiana Organic
Farmers Association. One of the things we're
al ways concerned about is dirt and pipelines.
This seens to concern both. One of the things
t hat was nentioned toni ght was the noving of
seventy pipelines. Were's he going to nove these
things to? Also another thing which M.
Schoeffl er brought up, dirt. The mnute you start
dredgi ng you start reintroducing all kinds of
chemcals into this system And as a farner, |I'm
past president of Louisiana Small Farners
Associ ati on and past president of the Louisiana
Organi ¢ Associ ation, we're always concerned about
these issues we'd really like you to | ook into.

One of the things is -- | really didn't
cone here very prepared. GCkay. One of the things
Is, is any tinme you have two systens nerging into
one in sonme of the nost fertile areas on earth,

and you have nountains comng into valleys, right
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along that edge is extrenely fertile. Any

interruption to that system and you destroy both.
And you're | ooking at our wetlands, you're talKking
about saltwater intrusion. You' re talking about
terrible destruction. | really want you to give
It sonme thought. Thank you.

MR SAUNDERS:

Thank you, sir. Anyone else? Ckay. In
conclusion, et ne remnd you that the official
record will be open for thirty cal endar days.
Witten statenents received on or before June 29,
2002 will be included in the neeting record. 1'd
li ke to thank the Jefferson County Waterway and
Navi gation District for their efforts and
assistance in this neeting. | thank you for your
attendance and your attention, and with that the
meeting i s adjourned.

(WHEREUPON THI' S MEETI NG CONCLUDED AT 8: 05 P. M)
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|, SANDRA L. SONNI ER, Certified Shorthand
Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana, before
whomthis sworn testinony was taken, do hereby
state on the Record:

That due to the interaction in the
spont aneous di scourse of this proceedi ng, dashes
(--) have been used to indicate pauses, changes in
t hought, and/or tal kovers;

That sane is the proper nethod for a
Court Reporter's transcription of proceedi ngs, and
t hat the dashes (--) do not indicate that words or
phrases have been |eft out of this transcript;

That any words and/or nanmes which could
not be verified through reference material have
been denoted with the phrase "(spelled

phonetically)."

SANDRA L. SONNI ER
Certified Shorthand Reporter
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CERTI FI CATE

|, SANDRA L. SONNI ER, Certified Court
Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana, as the
of ficer before whomthis hearing was taken, do
hereby certify that the foregoing 53 pages was
reported by ne in machi ne shorthand and
transcribed by ne or under ny personal direction
and supervision, and is a true and correct record,

to the best of ny ability and under st andi ng;

That | am not of counsel, not related to
counsel or the parties herein, nor am| otherw se

interested in the outcone of this matter.

SANDRA L. SONNI ER
Certified Shorthand Reporter
Loui siana C.C. R Nunber 75008
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