10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCOPI NG MEETI NG

ON THE

PORT OF HOUSTON AUTHORI TY' S

BAYPORT CONTAI NER TERM NAL COVPLEX AND

CRU SE SHI P FACI LI TI ES

HELD ON

AUGUST 17, 1999

AT THE

PASADENA CONVENTI ON CENTER

PASADENA, TEXAS

AT

7:00 P.M

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.

(800) 640- 3549

*

(409) 762-2222



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

I NDEX
Page
Openi ng Conment by Col onel Buechl er 3
Conment by Ned Hol mes 16
Comments by Elected Oficials 20
Conment by Col onel Buechl er 30
Comments by the Public 32

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.

(800) 640- 3549

*

(409) 762-2222



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3

COLONEL BUECHLER: Good eveni ng and wel cone.
Thank you all for comng this evening. |’ m Col one
Ni chol as J. Buechler, the commander and district engi neer
of the United States Arny Corps of Engineers, Galveston
District. For the record, let nme state that this neeting
is being convened at -- |’ve got 7:17 p.m on August 17th,
1999 in the Pasadena Convention Center in Pasadena, Texas.

The Corps is preparing an Environmental | npact
Study for a project proposed by the Port of Houston
Authority. The Port is proposing to construct a
containerized cargo and cruise ship termnal facility in
t he Bayport Ship Channel located within the city of
Seabrook and the extra-territorial jurisdiction of
Pasadena and Harris County, Texas.

Before | discuss tonight's ground rules,
there's a couple of things I'd like to say to hel p people
understand what this is about. Tonight we’'re conducting a
public neeting. |It’s called a scoping neeting. |It’'s
associated with the Environnmental |npact Study that we're

doing. That's related but separate fromthe pernmit, if

you will, that the Port has also submtted to us. | think
it’s inmportant that everybody understands that the Corps
of Engineers treats every applicant the same, you know,

whet her it’'s Joe Tenpeg -- Joe Tenpeg’'s an Arny private

used to have in the Arny. If it was Joe Tenpeg subnmitting
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the application or the Port of Houston, we treat that
application the same in the fair and thorough process; and
it’s a rather lengthy process, especially when we have to
link it to sonething Iike we are here hol ding an

Envi ronment al | nmpact St udy.

First, I'd like to introduce the follow ng
i ndividuals. They're some of our state and federa
elected officials or their representatives. This evening
we have M. Ernest MGowen, Jr., representing
Congresswonman Sheil a Jackson Lee; and we have M. Leney,
representing Congressnman Ni ck Lanpson. W also have in
attendance State Senator M ke Jackson, State
Representative John Davis and M. Steve Bruno representing
State Representative Craig Eiland.

Here at the head table on the right-hand
side, ny right-hand side, is M. Tom More, ny chief
officer counsel and to his left M. Doland Dunn, chief
regul atory branch at the Galveston district. And
i mediately here to ny left is M. Bill Fehring, the
proj ect manager with our consultant URS Corporation. And
the gentl eman standing over there so studious in the white
shirt and tie is Mark King, who's my project nanager for
this draft EIS.

| suspect that you-all have registered at
the tables |l ocated at the entrance, since it’'s part of the
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5
process comng in here. |If you haven't and you want to,
pl ease do so. You should have gotten a handout. Probably
got a number of handouts this evening, but you should have
gotten a handout fromnme at that registration table. |If
you wi sh to speak, you should have registered at the
speaker’s registration table. |If you wish to subnit
witten coments, you may have already turned themin or
we'll gladly receive those anytinme tonight, either at the
registration table area or you can bring themup here and

provide themto ne.

Tonight's neeting is -- as | said, is a
scoping neeting. It really has a single purpose; and that
purpose is to answer the Corps’ question, "Wat topics

need to be considered in the Environnental |npact Study?"
Tonight is not a time to get into | ong di scussions over

t hose topics because we are very early on in the EIS
process; and we, frankly, don't have the answers to give
you. That's what this whole process is about. So,
tonight what we're trying to do is identify those topics
that the EI S needs to address.

Detailed topics or detail ed corments
regardi ng those topics should be presented in witing. As
| said, you can turn those in this evening; or you may
submt themto ny office within 30 days following this
nmeeting. | want to reiterate our goal tonight. |'mhere
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6
to get your help in establishing the topics that the Corps
shoul d consider in the draft Environnental |npact Study.
The format for tonight’s neeting will begin with
M. Fehring who will present an overview of the proposed
project that requires the Department of the Arny permt;
and he will provide coment on the EI'S process.

Then | will give M. Ned Hol nes, the
chai rman of the board -- the chairman of the board for the
Port of Houston Authority, an opportunity to nake an
opening remark. | will then open the floor first by
recogni zing federal and state elected officials that w sh
to speak, and then we will call on the public to nake
comments as they choose. And we will do that basically in
the order in which you signed in and registered to speak
We'll begin by calling a total of six folks up. The first
nane will go to the podiumto nmake remarks. The ot her
five will sit there in the five orange chairs in the
center of the -- center of the room and then as we
advance, we'll call one nore person up and announce the
next speaker. And we do that to try and expedite the
process.

A few ground rules: You nay not defer your
tinme to others. If you have additional conments you' d
like to provide us, please give us those in witing. Your
topics will be recorded on the screen imedi ately behind

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
(800) 640-3549 * (409) 762-2222



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

7
me. Now, this is inportant because we're -- we're here to
capture your topics; and if we are not successful in
capturing what the issue is that you re addressing, then
we haven’'t conpleted this -- the intent of this neeting.
So, we're going to post that -- as you provide us that
information, we’'re going to post that on this screen up
here and phrase it as best we can as to what we heard you
tell us.

The second part of that -- why that’s
i mportant is because as we get a topic captured, there is
absolutely no need to repeat that topic. Wether one
person brings up a topic or an issue or 100 people, the
process is going to look at it exactly the sanme. As |
said, we're here to identify the topics that the EISis
gonna |l ook at. So, you can help us out if the topic is
captured on the screen, we know what the topic is. You

can pass on your conmments.

I"mnot sure what the total number of folks
is that has signed up to speak. | knowit’s over 100. W
set the time limt for three mnutes. |f every person
takes three mnutes, we're going to be here a long tine.

|"mprepared to stay here all night. |If your comments are
less than three mnutes, that'll speed the process al ong
and all ow those that have -- that need three nminutes to
use that full three mnutes. As | said, witten coments
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may present -- be presented right up here to the head
tabl e.

The last ground rule is -- and |’ ve been
very pleased so far this evening -- everyone needs to be

courteous. Everyone needs an opportunity to be heard, and
| ask for your help in doing that.

But we're going to begin now with the
presentations from M. Fehring.

MR, FEHRING | hope you-all can see the
overhead behind me. There’'s a little nmore light in this
roomthan we had planned with the sun still setting.

Thank you, Col onel Buechl er.

My job tonight is to present very briefly
t he proposed project that is the subject of the
application that has been submitted to the board -- to the
Corps of Engineers and to review with you, very briefly,
the EI'S process in broader scope so that you have an
understanding of what it is we're trying to do this
evening in the context of that process. The Port of
Houst on, as Col onel Buechler said, is proposing to devel op
a marine termnal, marine cargo termnal, which includes
both narine cargo and cruise ship facilities at the
Bayport Terminal in Harris County. That site, the project
site, at the Bayport Channel is right here about hal fway
up Gal veston Bay.
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The proposed project involves a nunber of
key conponents. |'Il start fromthe water side and kind
of work land side. The first is a new turning basin at
the nouth of the Bayport Channel with a radius of 1600
feet. The facility is proposed to contain 7,000 feet of
contai ner berths and wharves. That's seven berths and
eventually five cruise ship termnal berths al ong that
waterfront. There is associated with those container
facilities a very large container facility for the
processi ng and storage of container cargoes and an
internodal rail yard, which will handle the internodal
noverment of containers out of the facility on a rail line,
which 1l talk about in just a second. There' s about 100
acres of cruise terminal facility behind the cruise berths
and an associ ated 100 acres, approximately, of what is
called cruise term nal co-devel opnent area

There's al so another area of about over 100
acres of industrial co-devel opnent area, the use of which
has not been specified in the application so far. In
addition to these facilities, which all told total about a
thousand fifty acres. The project includes inprovenents
to Port Road for the truck traffic that will be comi ng off
of 146 and a new road corridor and rail corridor coming in
fromthe south side of the project connecting to the
i nternodal yard and eventually connected to Todville Road

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
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10
to provide access to the cruise ship facilities for cars
to keep them separate fromthe truck traffic

Now, that’'s the project in a nutshell. The
federal action involved here this evening is the potenti al
of a permt under the Clean Water Act and the Rivers and
Harbors Act to be issued -- if issued by the Corps of
Engi neers at the request of the Port of Houston Authority.
That’'s the federal action, which is the subject of the
El S.

In the handout you were given this evening
as you cane in, we tried to provide everybody with a
nunber of things in the information about the project.
There’ s a background di scussion on the proposed project.
There’s information in there on the evaluation criteria
used by the Corps of Engineers under their regul ations
when they consider a permt application. There's a
statenment of need devel oped by the Port of Houston
Aut hority establishing what the need for and purpose of
the proposed project is. There's also information in
that -- contained in that same section on the
responsibilities of the Corps of Engineers to evaluate the
need proposed by or established or discussed or by the
Port and establish that that need is real. It’'s a key
part of the 404 process that the Corps has to establish
that the need is real, that it isn't a fictitious need for
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11
the new facilities. And that is sonething the Corps wll
do as they go through this process.

The handout al so includes an outline of the
NEPA process, a very brief, one-page outline; and then a
copy of it which acconplishes nuch of the sane thing of
all the slides which |'mpresenting tonight are in that --
in that handout that you have. Also included in the
handout is a draft list of criteria which nay be used to
di scern which of the alternatives which are identified
this evening or which we could identify through other
neans becone those which we call reasonable and which we
study in detail in the EIS.

And, finally, the last portion of that
handout is an outline of a typical port EIS for a project
of this size, this nmagnitude and of this type. |
encourage you to look through it. You will see that the
EIS is a very conprehensive docunent. It covers a |ot of
i ssues, a lot of kinds of alternatives, a host of social
and biotic and physical environment situations. And
that’s kind of the starting point that we’'re starting from
this evening. Wen we hear fromyou, that list in that
ElIS outline will be changed.

Now, a little bit about what is NEPA.

You' ve heard it froma lot of folks tonight. 1It’'s the
Nati onal Environnental Policy Act of 1969. |It’'s a very
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sinmple act. It’'s about also the ol dest of our
environnental acts that rule and really regul ate
envi ronnent al managenent in this country. It requires al
federal agencies to evaluate and consider the potenti al
envi ronnental inpacts of their actions on the human
environnent. The inmportant thing here is what the Corps
is considering inthis EISis the inpact of their action
in the issuance or noni ssuance of the permt. |It’'s very
i mportant to understand that’s the way the Corps
approaches the project.

NEPA only requires that the inpacts be
di scl osed. There is no standard for pass or fail under
NEPA by itself. You cannot fail the NEPA process if you
do the process correctly, if you do all the steps; and
"1l go through those in a nonent. The standards for
passing and failing in the environnental theater are
involved in other laws; the Clean Air Act, the Endangered
Species Act, the Cean Water Act. These acts establish
standards and they will be discussed in the EIS but the
El S does not nmake the decision. Those things occur
separately.

The EIS itself is sinply where we pul
toget her under NEPA all of the information to disclose the
i npacts that are to be considered by the decision naker,
in this case the Corps of Engineers; and it is prepared
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13
for any project where there is substantial reason to
believe that the project may have a significant inpact on
t he human environnent and that deci sion has been nade.
That’s why, | think, we are all here this evening. | need
to reiterate that the EIS is not a decision docunent. At
the end of the process is a very large docunent. A lot of
information is in that docunent, but it does not have a
concl usion. Subsequent to the EI'S and subsequent to the
final EIS, the Corps will prepare a record of decision.
This is the docunment on which they base their -- their
decision. So, there are two separate things that happen
Wiy we are here as part of this process is to get the
facts into witing and before the public.

Now | 'd like to just run very briefly
t hrough the NEPA process to show you where we are in the
process. The first step is to define the need for and
pur pose of the proposed project. The Ports Authority has
submtted to the Corps their statenment of need. You've
got it in your handout. The next step -- and that’'s where
we are really this evening -- is to define the range of
i ssues to be assessed -- to be addressed in the EIS and to
identify the alternatives to be addressed in the EIS. The
Cor ps needs to nake the decision on which ones are
reasonable. Part of what we’'re here about tonight are
al ternatives which should be considered in the docunent.

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
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The next step after you' ve done that is
knowi ng where those alternatives are and prepare an
environnental base line. Wat are the existing conditions
in the areas of both the proposed project and all of the
alternatives? It’s very inmportant to understand that once
t hose reasonable alternatives are identified, they' re al
| ooked at evenly. Then you -- only then and only then do
we start the evaluation of the inpacts. And as | said,
it’s all of the reasonable alternatives, including the
proposed project. The next step is to identify the
environnental ly preferred alternative

In the case of this EI'S, which is done as a
part of the Cl ean Water Act, the test is slightly
different. The test is to identify the |east damagi ng,
practical alternative which neets the purpose and need of
the project; and that’s -- you'll see when the EI'S cones
out how that process occurred. But that's the key thing
that needs to be identified in the EIS of this type. When

that process is done, then the draft EIS is prepared and

published. 1t’s released for public and agency review
After -- it normally runs 45 to 60 days at the end of
which there is a public hearing where we accept comments

on the draft EIS on its conpleteness, on its accuracy and
concurrently the Corps will be conducting a public hearing
on the permit application so that the two processes can
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run together. So, there's a public hearing and that wll
be hel d probably about md year 2000. |It’s sone nonths
away from us yet.

Once the draft EI'S has been published and
we -- we have had a commrent period and a public hearing,
we then begin the job of preparing a final EIS. The fina
EISwill contain revisions as necessary and appropriate
and responses to each and every coment that’'s nade on the
draft EIS, and that will take a bit of tine. But only
when that is done, the Corps publishes a final EIS.
There's a period of tine of about 45 days required
following the publication of the final EIS that the Corps
has to wait before they can finish their record of
deci sion and take any action. So, that’'s the whol e
process. It does take time. It's a -- it’'s a very
met hod -- you know, it’'s a slow nmethod, but we do reach a
conclusion in this process.

Now, tonight we’'re here as part of the
scopi ng process. Scoping process has three conponents.
The first is to identify and clarify, if necessary, the
applicant’s need for and the purpose of the proposed
project. The second thing is to identify the key
envi ronnental factors that we will ook at in the EI' S and,
finally, to identify alternatives to be evaluated at this
stage of the EIS as we try to identify and clarify what
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are the reasonable alternatives which we then will study
in full detail

Wth that, 1'd like to turn it back to

Col onel Buechl er

COLONEL BUECHLER: Ckay. |If we could have
the Iights back up, please. |1'd like to begin with -- ask
M. Ned Holnes to cone up and nmake his renmarks.

MR. NED HOLMES: Good evening, Col one
Buechler. Delighted to be here tonight on behal f of The
Port Authority. Want to thank you for allow ng us the
opportunity to cone and tal k about Bayport. [It’s ny hope
that we will be able to identify sone issues and that we

will be able to hear some input from concerned citizens

and that we'll identify some conmon ground.
As a comunity, we face a nmonmentous, in
fact, critical decision. WIIl we continue to build on

Houston's current position as a |leader in foreign trade;

or will we surrender our international |eadership to other
ports and other conmunities, ports such as those in
Loui si ana, Al abana, South Carolina that have publicly said
they’'re going to take our business away fromus, that's
the question. That's the choice before us. Wen Yog
Berra was a coach, he remarked about a restaurant that was
so crowded nobody goes there anynore. That's a little bit
like the Port’'s predicanent today. Bayport -- excuse ne.
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Bar bours Cut is so crowded that we are unable to

acconmpdat e any new custoners or the growth of our

exi sting custonmers. Increasingly, the world s goods are
shi pped in containers. Qur port is handling all it can
W' re turning away business and unless we build a Bayport

facility, the shippers we're turning today -- away today
wi |l take their business el sewhere, likely pernmanently,
certainly extrenely difficult to get back. Qur port wll

end up just like Yogi Berra's restaurant; so successful it

closed its doors long before the time that he left town.

Standing still is really not an option. W
face an either/or proposition. |It’'s not a matter of build
Bayport and it will grow. |It’'s build Bayport or we will

shrink. And it’'s not just the Port; it’'s our regiona
econommy. We're not the only one saying this. Nunerous
studi es by organi zations as diverse as Booze, Allen
Ham | ton, the Texas Departnent of Transportation, the
University of Texas, the Texas Transportation Institute at

Texas A & M and the United States Departnent of

Transportation all lead to the sane concl usion
Does this nean we should build it at any
cost? No. Does it nean we should build it wthout taking

i nto account nore than econom cs? No.
Just as we have an obligation to plan for
future economc prosperity, we also have an obligation to
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plan for future quality of life. M belief is that
tonight we will be able to hear concerned citizens,
probably about 100 of them and there will be sone
alternatives that are proposed

Sone of those alternatives that | have asked
the Port staff and consultants to review night well go
beyond the scope of an EIS, but I'Il give you just a few
t houghts about it. And to the extent that they are
includible, | would appreciate their being | ooked at.

First of all, 1’'ve asked the Port staff and
consultants to |l ook at noving the truck entrance gates
away fromEl Jardin and to the west, as far west as we can
put them Secondly, we’ve asked the Port staff to
relocate the rail line fromthe southern boundary and nove
it well into the project. Third, we’ve asked the Port
staff to look at a very extended green belt along the
sout hern boundary and as it turns -- as it turns up toward
the north on the east side, in order not only to provide a
| arge setback but also to preserve a stand of old oak
trees that is a valuable commnity resource and save them
I think a thousand feet setback might well do that. M ght
not have to be that extensive.

W'd also like to | ook at the concept of
berns and sound walls. W’ d suggested this before and ny
sense is that they’ve been utilized by the hi ghway
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department with some effect, quite a good effect, in fact.
And then, lastly, the areas that mght well fall beyond
the scope of the EIS -- and |’ m not sure about this; but,
obvi ously, Bayport is a large and | ong-term project that
will require various types of mnunicipal services in order
to properly service it; police protection, water, sewer,
fire protection. Al of those can be sized in a way that
can accommpdate, to some extent, conmmunities that are
| ocated imMmediately -- within the i mediate area and |’ ve
asked the Port staff and consultants to review those types

of activities to see if, in fact, they are viable and if

they are -- if they' re needed.
This project in some ways reminds nme -- in
this debate in sonme way rem nds ne of the deepening and

wi deni ng project that was proposed by the Port of Houston
many, nmany years ago and ultimately voted on by the voters
in Harris County and approved it in 1989 and worked out in
conjunction with resource agencies in the Nineties and is
now wel |l underway. Initially, that project was believed
to be, by many people, sone in this room to be
destructive of the bay. The Port nmde a pledge to the
public that it would work on that project until they -- it
figured out a way to make it, again, a positive
environnental inpact to the bay; and that was, in fact,
achieved. And | -- | amextrenely proud of that, and the
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peopl e that worked on that project are proud of that fact.
We nake the sane pledge that we're going to

work on this project so that we absolutely nininize to the
greatest extent possible all of the issues and the effects

that are perceived to result fromthem It’'s a pledge we

made to the community. It’s a large project. Over tine
it can acconmpdate significant additional assets put in
pl ace that are of great benefit to the comunities that

are close to it.

We appreciate the opportunity to speak to
you. We believe that this discussion tonight can lead to
t he devel opnent of a new standard for industria
devel opnent that can be copied by other communities around

the country, just as the deepening and w deni ng did.

| really appreciate your time. Thank you
very much.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Next 1'd like to ask
M. Ernest McGowen, Jr., representing Congresswonan Sheil a

Jackson Lee to conme up and nake remarKks.

MR, ERNEST McGOVNEN, JR.: Col onel Buechl er
el ected officials and mayors in our audi ence, residents of
the South Houston Gul f Coast area and Conmi ssi oner Ned
Hol mes, ny nane is Ernest McGowen and | do represent
Congr esswoman Sheil a Jackson Lee, congresswonan for the
whol e free world sonme people m ght think; but right now
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she’s the representative of District of -- District 18.

Now, you might say I’ma long way from hone
but not really. I'mnot really a | ong way from home
because the way of the Port of Houston goes Brazoria
County, goes Harris County, goes Gal veston County and the
people -- the district of the 18th District. Now, while
m ght be -- not be in the 18th District at this tinme, I'm
speaking for the people at the 18th. Now, very seldomin
a comunity does business and | abor agree but on one thing
they all agree in this issue is that the Port needs to be
expanded in sonme kind of manner

I’mnot here to dictate your business. 1'm
not to tell you -- here to tell you exactly how this
shoul d be done, but we do know that for the sake of the
Harris County and all the surrounding counties and the
people of the 18th District, we think this is good
busi ness for the port to actually be expanding. Now, |et
nme tell you why. [|'mold enough to renmenber when a job on
the front -- waterfront, as they called it, was a rea
good job. Yeah, it was hard, back-breaking work and it is
dirty and grimy. But let me tell you, it kept famlies
off of welfare. It sent kids to college. It started
busi nesses and thereby expanded a tax base to help you
t hrough econom ¢ boomthat we enjoy now, except maybe for
a small downturn in the Eighties. And, plus, there’'s no
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calculate -- there's really no calculating the spinoff of
t he busi nesses that would revolve -- evolve, if you wll,
with the expansion of the port.

Now, while I'"mnot in the 18th -- standing
on the -- grounds of the 18th right now, | am speaking for
t he people of the 18th who may not, otherw se, have a

voi ce in Pasadena. They are the ones that are gonna be
doing the work. They' re the ones that are gonna be taking
the | ower-paying jobs, the griny jobs, but jobs
nonet hel ess, jobs that will feed their fanmlies. So,

you -- we -- right now we need to do whatever’s necessary

to expand the Port.

I know that there are environnental
concerns. | respect those and | know what you’'re out here
for Colonel Buechler; but | heard one line in the

consultant’s presentation was the hunan -- the inpact on
the human environnent. Well, | submt, sir, that -- and,
| adi es and gentl enmen, that the human environment exists

wel | beyond the narshes and the vegetation of the port.
The human environment exists as far as economic viability
of this area.

Thank you very nuch.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Next we’'d like to hear
fromM. J. Leney representing Congressnman Ni ck Lanpson.

MR J. LENEY: M nane is J. Leney. |'man
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ai de for Congressman Nick Lanpson, and 1'd like to present
this letter that he sent me with.

| regret that | amnot able to be in
attendance toni ght due to a prior engagenent. Any issue
concerning Gal veston Bay is of deep concern to ne, as it
is to the many peopl e who benefit fromthe bay. It is
al ways inportant to have forunms such as this which all ows
the citizens and various government entities to openly
di scuss the pros and cons of the issue at hand. Toni ght
as you open this dialogue, | hope all parties will gain
new and val uable information. Thank you for inviting nme
to the public hearing tonight. Two aides fromny office,
J. Leney and Mary Kirkwood, are in attendance to relay any
nmessages that you may have concerning tonight’'s neeting.
Si ncerely, N ck Lanpson.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Next woul d State Senat or

M ke Jackson. Pl ease cone up.

STATE SENATOR M KE JACKSON:  Thank you
Col onel Buechler. It's -- and | appreciate the
opportunity to be here today as the state senator for

Senate District 11, which includes all the western
shoreline of Galveston Bay from Baytown to the jetties
down in Galveston. And |I’'ve lived here for 26 years now
and love this part of the -- of Harris County and the bay
front and |'’m here representing ny constituents who have
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great concerns with the project and nany questions that
are needing to be addressed and | appreciate the Corps
i ndul gence in a neeting and putting this neeting in a
facility that can house the obvious |arge nunber of people
that have a |l ot of questions with this project here
t oni ght .

The first -- I'mtrying to item ze these and
keep in the tinme limts within which you ve given us to
operate but | do want to outline sone of the issues that |
hear nost of and |, nyself, have many questions about.
Nunber one issue is truck and rail traffic and -- and the
viability -- the viability or the ability of our H ghway
146, which already is a hone of Barbours Cut terminal over
there, to accept, which I think the nunbers that we have
heard are 7,000 additional trucks per day, which gets into
hundreds per hour, the road systemto handl e that.

That -- that is a major concern to a |lot of people that
l[ive out in this end of the county.

We're -- | amunsure of the nunber of rail,
the percent of tonnage and cargo that will be shipped via
rail. | heard different nunbers that vary. W don't know
what that one’s gonna be, but we do know there are going
to be internodal trains | oaded and shipped fromthat
facility. And we have currently many problens with
at-grade rail crossings in our communities that we sit
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there and wait for trains now that are of much shorter
length by -- we get -- we cross the line and get into a
transportation issue I'm-- that’s outside of the
environnental issue with it. But it is sonething that
think that you are going to have to cover the nany bases
of all the issues that go into a facility like that.

W' re gonna have to have a |ot better ability to -- to get
across roads with rail traffic in that area.

H ghway 146 is currently being utilized.

W’ ve got sone upgrading we know that will have to be done
wi th overpasses and that, if this volunme of truckage goes
that way. Hi gh -- Red Bluff Road, which runs from
Pasadena to Seabrook, that al so needs to be | ooked at very
well as well as Bay Area Boul evard and your access to
Interstate 45, if we're going over that way. As |

nmenti oned before, existing traffic at Barbours Cut needs
to be computed into these nunbers to -- to take a | ook and
see if our highway system s gonna be capable of carrying

t hese.

Al so, shifting over to a different node of
transportation, the water depth required for this project.
We just tal ked earlier about the w dening and the
deepeni ng of the Ship Channel and will this at a later
date with -- as the container industry grows, which we --
we know that it is growing, is that depth gonna have to be
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deepened and what will be the effects of salinity levels
in Galveston Bay in the event an additional depth would
have to be nade for the channel to conme into -- into that
Bayport facility?

Anot her issue that is on everyone's nind
Colonel -- I'"'mnot sure it’s one that will be part of your
study but it needs to be addressed -- is property val ues
of homes that’s going to be -- Seabrook, Shoreacres,
La Porte, El Jardin, El Lago, Taylor Lake Village, you go

on and on down the list are going to be inpacted; and that

needs to be | ooked at, sir

| believe we have representatives that'll be
comng up later on tonight that -- fromthe Houston Yacht
Club, which is the only business in the city of

Shoreacres. Their -- their issue is one that comes out
very obvious. How are we going to effect recreationa

boating in the Galveston Bay with a facility like this?

| have one nore issue and | will leave it to
you and all of your staff for -- for the many other people
that are nore qualified than me to discuss sonme of these

i ssues. But | have one issue that | think is very, very
important and it’'s going to mandate that Corps of

Engi neers evaluating this port -- this pernmit is going to
have to | ook at, along with our Environnental Protection
Agency -- but Harris County is already in a non-attainment
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standing with the EPA in regard to the Federal Clean Ar
Act. And | think -- | think that considerable tinme and
effort needs to be [ooked at to make sure that with this
proj ect and your proposal to -- of whether or not to
permit this project, what inpact is that gonna have on our
overall region with non-attainnent of the EPA and O ean
Air Act. As | said before, that crosses
boundaries and jurisdictions; but it is very, very
i mportant to our community that we work with EPA to do as
much as we can to cone into conpliance. W’ ve already had
threats for a |oss of federal dollars of highway funds if
we don’t cone into conpliance. So, to ne that issue is
very, very inportant and probably one of the nost
i nportant to deal with.

| appreciate your open -- openness and your
willingness to conme forward tonight. Accept our concerns
fromour comunity. W knowthat it’'s going to be a |ong
process. W want to be a part of the process. Thank you
for allowing me the tine tonight and | 1 ook forward to
working with you in the future.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Wyuld State
Representative John Davis please cone up.

STATE REPRESENTATI VE JOHN DAVI S:  Thank you,
Col onel, for having ne here and allowing ne to speak
tonight. |'mthe state representative for District 129,
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whi ch covers about all of the comunities that are
i npacted by this bay -- by the port’s Bayport Term nal

I"’mnot here to tell you about the 7,000
trucks per day. |1'mnot here to tell you about rai
traffic or the concerns with NOX, sulfur dioxides and fine
particulate matter nor am| here to tell you about the
sound and the light pollution, nor am| here to tell you
about the inpact on hone values. There are plenty of
peopl e here that will share those concerns with you. But
what | amhere to tell you about is that these fol ks have
legitimate and serious questions and they do need to be
addressed in your Environnental |npact Statenent.

I think once you look at all the facts and
apply a sinple rule that Benjam n Franklin used. Get out
a piece of paper. Line out all the positives on one side
and all the negatives on the other and whi chever way it
goes then go that way, | think you're going to find out
that the negatives will far outweigh the positives and a
permt shoul d not be issued for the Bayport Term nal

Over the 18 -- over the past 18 nonths |I’'ve
been doing a ot of watching and listening and | earning
about this project and 1'd like to just share a few
observations that |1’ve nade through this process. One, ny
district office has not received one letter or one call of
support fromany of my constituents in this project. 1’'ve
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recei ved nunerous letters and calls in opposition, sir.
Al so, back in Novenber of 1998, | was asked to speak to
the La Porte-Bayshore Chanber of Commerce, a |lot of smal
busi ness owners in the area; and | just took a random
survey. | asked them "Please, give me a show of hands.
How many of you support this Bayport Terminal?" One
person rai sed their hand and about 40 or 50 raised their
hands in opposition to this project, sir.

Second thing is that this novenent here
tonight is a grass root’'s effort. 1It’s made up of regul ar
peopl e, hard-working folks who |ive and work and rai se
famlies in my district. |'mseeing so nmany people here
that | -- that have never been involved politically before
but they are now because they're realizing that this thing
is going to in fact inpact their community and their
quality of life and the health of their children and it’'s
being threatened. And they' re concerned and that’s why
they' re out tonight.

My constituents in | ocal conmmunities they
feel, and with good reason, sir, that the Port has
determ ned that this project will take place and there's
really not a thing they can do about it. That, nopbst of
all, is nost disturbing to me because it just fuels the
fire of cynicismwthin our political process. Wy should
the people get involved in the process if some appointed
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body is making all these predeterm ned decisions that wll
have a traumatic inpact on their hones and their
environnent and their quality of life?

And ny final observation is why hasn't a
serious study been done to | ook at a regionalization
approach, which includes taking an honest | ook at Texas
City, Galveston and Freeport all of -- all of which are
deep-water ports. A mega port needs to be built in this
regi on because we want to keep jobs in the region. A nega
port is a good idea but it's in the wong |ocation
Bayport’s ideal for a cruise termnal, not a nega port;
and | just thank you for your tinme and for your
consi deration and | ask you to please to listen to the
peopl e.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: COkay. At this point 1'd
like to reiterate the purpose of why we’'re here tonight.
The purpose of why we're here tonight is to identify
i ssues for the EIS. Ckay. Not to vote or where we think
somet hi ng ought to be. Have faith in the process to | ook
at what the issues are, the alternatives that the EI S
process | ooks at. And we’ll have nunerous opportunities
to revisit and make these, | guess, positions known of
where you' d like to see sone particular facility.

We can spend a long, long time here tonight
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and acconplish very little; or we can concentrate our
efforts on what we're trying to acconplish tonight and
acconplish a ot nore. The applause that everyone wants
to include in the -- tonight’'s events only takes away from
the tine that we have in order to capture the issues. Qut
of respect for the fol ks that have been up at this point,
el ected officials that you-all have put into office, we
haven't run a clock. W’re going to, at this point,
establish three mnutes for each speaker to cone up and
make their remarks.

| ask each speaker to linmt those remarks to
three mnutes. You can provide ne a copy of your entire
speech or whatever other itens you' d like to provide ne
but if we don’'t do that, there will be people tonight who
may decide they don't want to wait to make the remarks and
that woul d be unfortunate.

So, as we continue this, please try and
respect those -- those issues and pl ease respect anyone
who gets up and nakes comments. |’'ve heard sone conments
fromdifferent people in the audience that are not
warranted. Everyone is entitled to make their remarks,

and we ought to all be courteous enough to listen to them

At this time I'd like to ask M. Jim
Bl ackburn to come to the mcrophone. 1'd like M. Tom
Hopki ns, Natalie O Neill, Bill Qiver, Ellyn Roof and
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Vi ncent Johnson to conme up to the five chairs in the

front.

VWhenever you're ready, go ahead.

MR JIMBLACKBURN: |'msorry. Are you
ready to proceed, Col onel ?

COLONEL BUECHLER: |’ m ready.

MR JI M BLACKBURN: Col onel Buechler, |I'm
Ji m Bl ackburn; and | appreciate the opportunity to comne
here. |’ m speaking as co-chair of the Gal veston Bay
Conservation/ Preservati on Association. W're concerned
about the inmpact of the proposed Bayport container port
and are opposed to the currently pending application. W
plan to subnmit detailed conments on scoping. For purposes
of this presentation, we're just going to offer a few oral
comments and try to keep our tinme linmits in -- in
boundari es.

One, sufficient documentation exists to
concl ude that a 50-foot channel is a reasonably
foreseeable future action if the Bayport container port is
permitted. For this reason, such a 50-foot channel nust
be anal yzed as a cunul ative inpact associated with
consideration of this permt application for -- we're
particularly concerned about the inpacts to the Gal veston
Bay system of additional salinity. Second, the scope of
air pollution analysis associated with this pernit
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application nust extend to the diesel trucks, hysters
(phonetic), trains and cranes associated with this
devel opnent .

But for the issuance of a Section 10 pernit
by the Corps of Engineers, there would be no contai ner
port allowed at Bayport. The scope of this but for
anal ysis nust extend to the activities that are associ ated
with this port and general conformty analysis for ozone
air pollution, particularly associated with nitrogen oxide
enmi ssions nust be undertaken fully for this facility.
Third, the scope of the |and-use analysis to be conducted
in the EI'S nust include noise, lighting, truck and rai
traffic. Again but for the issuance of the proposed
Section 10 permt, these inpacts would not occur

Peter Brown, a recognized |and use expert, will
of fer nmore detailed comments on | and use regarding
position of GBCPA and our concerns. W ultimately believe
that the viability of the C ear Lake area as a residential
and recreational magnet is at stake in this pernt
application. Finally, the analysis of alternatives is at
the heart of the EIS. That's straight fromthe CEQ
regul ations. The alternative of locating this facility at
Texas City, at Freeport and other |ocations, nust be
anal yzed seriously and honestly.

W' re concerned that a consultant paid by
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the Port of Houston Authority cannot fairly and
i ndependently evaluate the Texas City option. W ask the
Corps to hire an independent firmto evaluate the Texas
City alternative to try to ensure it’'s evaluated in an
unbi ased manner. Nothing |less than the future of
Gal veston Bay is at stake.

Finally, let ne say that the regul ations of
the Council Environmental Quality identify really two
audi ences for an EIS. One is yourself, the decision
maker, federal level. The second is the public.

Thank you very nuch.

COLONEL BUECHLER: M. Gerald Cooney, would
you, please, come and join the group up front?

And M. Tom Hopkins, would you, please, cone
to the podium

MR, TOM HOPKI NS: Ckay? | live in a unique
subdivision called El Jardin. | live about four blocks
fromthe bay; and across the street fromme | can see
cattle growing, wld pigs, deer, raccoon and arnadillo and
other wildlife. | have four bird feeders in ny yard, and
| have a wide variety of birds. Now that the Port of
Houston wants to cone in and put a container port, | would
like the follow ng studies be nade to ensure that ny way
of life and ny animals across the street will not change.

I would like to know about the noise that

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
(800) 640-3549 * (409) 762-2222



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

35

will be created by the trucks that will be com ng and
goi ng, local crane equipnent and a railroad yard. WII |
have 24 hours a day of noise? O wll it be quiet like it
is nowat 7:00, 8:00 o' clock at night? 1'd like to go
back to nmy animals. Wen the Port cones in and buil ds,
what ' s gonna happen to the deer, the wild pigs, the
armadi |l o, the birds and everything? WII | have to take
the future generation grandkids to the zoo to see this
with all the construction going on when today | can just
take themout in the front yard and let themwatch the
ani mal s?

| also propose the Texas City as an
alternate port. Right now, fromwhat | understand, Texas
City is further along as far as deep channel
envi ronnental inpact. They're going to be doing their
shipping by rail. | don't know if anybody’s ever been
caught on 146 during a hurricane scare, but it will not
let the people out if the 7,000 trucks are coning. And
the Port of Houston has not said they are going to close
down the Port; and when a hurricane cones, one, what am|l
to do? | live across the street fromit.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: M. Paul Mers, would you
pl ease cone forward; and, Natalie O Neill, please cone to
t he podi um
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MS. O NEILL: Thank you, Col onel Buechl er
I"'mNatalie ONeill, mayor protem of Taylor Lake Village
A lot of these issues have already been addressed. So, |
get to shorten ny speech a bit.

But | do want to mention that the Port
expansion will dwarf our local communities and the cities
of League City, Cear Lake Shores, Kenmh, Seabrook
El Lago, Taylor Lake Village and Shoreacres and Humbl e
have all adopted resolutions in opposition of the Bayport
expansi on and support a regional approach. Daily
em ssions of these trucks that have been nentioned are not
our only problem Transportation of hazardous nateri al

must be addressed. Qur school buses and our citizens

drive these sane roads. Wen an accident -- when an
accident occurs -- and we know they will -- these trucks
wi |l be transporting hazardous materials

Qur local nunicipalities and energency
managenment teans are responsible for shutting down the
roads and call for a shelter in place. This dangerous
cont ai ner port does not belong in a residential comunity.

An issue that has not been addressed yet is
that Tayl or Lake has two breaches that will all ow water
fromthe Bayport Channel into Taylor Lake. This neans oi
spills, ballast water and billage water will enter our
lake. 1'd like that to be evaluated in your Environnenta
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I npact St atenent.
I ask the Port to consider a regional port

approach. All of Galveston Bay’'s ports can work together

and specialize to the relative advantage. | agree jobs
should stay. | ask the Corps to objectively eval uate
Texas City Shoal Point as an alternative site. The

Burlington Northern line runs west along H ghway 6 and has
| esser grade crossings than all other rail lines. Union
Pacific line runs along H ghway 3 neeting the rail from
Bar bours Cut at the Houston Ship Channel. The

accessibility and nunber of rails in Texas City will not

only reduce the nunber of trucks, it will also reduce air

pollution. It will also reduce damage to road
infrastructure, reduce road congestion issues and reduce
t he nunber of possible accidents involving citizens and

cont ai ner trucks.

The Texas City port has direct access to
|-45. The area is primarily industrial in nature, and
they do have the approved 50-foot deep water channel
Texas City study shows a positive cost-benefit ratio of
6.3 to 1. Unfortunately, we do not know Bayport’'s
cost-benefit ratio. And | will quote fromthe Port of
Houston's final report, Volume | page 1.3, the conceptua
study does not include an analysis of market feasibility
or return on investnent.
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The inpacts of traffic, |ake, noise and air
pol lution together with health and safety issues will
decrease the residential viability of our nei ghborhood.
The EI'S nmust review the magnitude of this loss. The

cities and citizens are joining together. They have the

support of the TNRCC and the Corps to dot every "I" and
cross every "T." | hope that the Corps will first avoid
i mpacts. If the inpacts are unavoidable, only then can

mnimzation and mtigation follow Please nove this to a
nore appropriate location and pronote sustainabl e
devel opnent.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Woul d Rusty Feagin pl ease
cone forward. And, M. Bill Oiver, please cone to the
podi um

MR BILL OLI VER: Thank you, Colonel. |’ve
been enjoying this place and ny relatives here for the
| ast ten years participating in Bay Days, Earth Days at
Bal e El enentary, kayaki ng Armand Bayou and tine and again
| ooking for Albert the Alligator. | sure would niss
Al bert.

Mega ports and Bayports don't belong in
Seabrook. It's a city of new nei ghborhoods and old story
books. It’'s by-the-way bay and, by the way, it’'s really
just quaint. Isn't this container port a bit out of
pl ace?
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Contai ner ports are busy ports, they're
running all night. They make a | ot of racket, and they
| eave on the lights. The ships are floating nonsters, and
the channel’s real deep. |It’'s not the kind of place to go
to get any sleep

Lights and noise and traffic will be
Seabrook’s affair, but all of Harris County will be
sharing the air. Pollution fromthe thousands of new
trucks every day, and don't forget the oysters when they
dredge out the bay.

It has a better place, and it’'s a pit. |
hear they even want it in Texas Cit’'. And when you go to
sell your homes, don't expect to see Ned Hol nes.

No Bayport in Seabrook. No Bayport in
Seabrook. No Bayport in Houston

The Port of Houston henchnen have a
contai ner plan, to gobble up the smaller ports before they
expand. Mnopoly upon the sea is called sonething el se.
The | ocal s say the PHA shoul d contain thensel ves.

No Bayport in Seabrook. No Bayport in
Seabrook. Say what? No Bayport in Seabrook

Listen citizens to this Seabrook S-O S
Ditch the bonds and save us all the strife and the ness.
Ditch the bonds and save the bay fromfurther distress.
Contain the PHA and their container conplex.

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
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No Bayport in Seabrook. No Bayport in

Seabrook. No Bayport in Seabrook. No Bayport in

Seabr ook.

Mega ports and Bayports don't belong in
Seabrook. It's a city of new nei ghborhoods and old story
books. It’s by the bay; and, by the way, it still is
quite quaint. Isn't this container port a bit out of
pl ace?

COLONEL BUECHLER: Woul d Peter Bowran pl ease

cone forward and Ellyn Roof, please cone to the

nm cr ophone.

MS. ELLYN ROOF: Cee, Col onel, that was

really -- that's tough to follow And I’'ve known Bill for

along tine and | ove himdearly.

usual

In the interest of tine, please consider the

courtesies dispensed with. |I'"mE Ilyn Roof. 1[’ve

been playing on Gal veston Bay since 1955, and I'd like to

give a little historical perspective. Bayport, back in

the Seventies as a shipping channel, it was a bad idea

t hen;

and it’s a bad idea now. Sonething awful happened

when a barge canal was revised. It was for supertankers,

the wave of the future. They were coming. No EIS, no

permit, just dredge it deeper. And that’'s what happened

in the Seventi es.

Less than half the supertankers built served
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their life expectancy. WII| that be the fate of these
contai ner ships? Are we letting the shipping |ines
dictate our world to us?

Now, what about environnental inpacts? Wat
about the fate of the adjacent properties? The EIS nust
consider them | have plenty of photos to docunent what
happens as the adjacent properties descend i nto contai ner
storage yards and other "support facilities" with their
run-off, air, noise and visual inpacts. dinton Drive,
Port Industrial Road, Magnolia Street, those are al
i npacted with abandoned tires, junked containers. Sone of
of themare on Port of Houston Authority, sone on private
property and some in the public streets.

The EI'S nmust al so address erosion and al
ot her harm from ship wakes. Myre than a decade ago
asked that the Corps of Engi neer address the ship wake
issue. Even if the project is not dredged beyond 45 feet,
the increase in erosion nust be considered. But we nust
assume a 50- or even 55-foot channel will be what -- what
will be required later for this project. No responsible
busi ness woul d preclude this option. The safety of the
ot her constituencies of the bay nust al so be considered,
whether it is ship to ship or ship wake to wade fishernen
Many of us have seen what an 8-foot wall of water can do.
| keep hearing that it cannot be neasured or quantified.

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
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VWl l, then perhaps this project can’'t be neasured or
quantified either.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Wuld Joan McM Il an comne
forward, and Vincent Johnson please cone to the podi um

MR VI NCENT JOHNSON: And that’s me. |I'm
Vi ncent Johnson, president of the O ear Lake Forest
Conmmunity Association; and we're a snall subdivision with
810 people -- 810 houses in Taylor Lake Village. |’'ve
talked to a nunber of our constituents and people in our
subdi vi si on and asked them for opinions and concerns; and,
basically, that’'s what I'd like to present. Mst all of

them are concerned to a great extent about the

envi ronnental inpact. 1've got alittle list here that
I"d like to present, and I'Il leave it with you.

The followi ng are our concerns. There wll
be an increase in air pollution fromnotor exhaust as well

as other em ssion sources. And | saw sone of them
addressed tonight; but | don't think that list was al

i nclusive, fugitive point sources -- sources and ot her
nobi | e sources; and it should include the whol e ganut of
em ssions fromthese particular ones. WII there be water
contam nation that will incur frommarine activities as
well as water contanmination related to run-off situations
on land side activities? Those have to be taken into
consideration. | haven't really seen this in the plans

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
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that we've observed so far, the possible ground and ground
wat er contanination due to spills and/or rel eases of
chenmicals and/or materials that are being shipped.
There’'s an exacerbation that occurs here, and this is a
fact. And that cause in a hurricane, a fire, or an
explosion and let’s not limt the fire and explosion to
the port itself because there are other chenica
facilities in the area which conceivably coul d cause a
secondary influence by the port, which would be extrenely
adver se.

O her issues that are already on the board;
but they should be named again are the noise/light
pol lution that will occur. The other -- the other thing

that was briefly nentioned was the effect on the wildlife

and this -- this I'’ve seen in other places, too, because
the fences that are erected, lights at night and the
activity, not only affects the people life but also the

wildlife. Increased flood potential, this is a rea
bug-a-boo right here because that area -- |’ve never seen
a topographical map of the area yet; but it inherently

drained off into Taylor Lake. Taylor lake is a restricted
area where it exits into Clear Lake. It's actually a
floodway. And this particular problemshould certainly be
addressed as a flood -- the people have been fl ooded
before, and we sure as heck hate to see that again.

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
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The channel deepening and w deni ng, history
has shown that that's gonna be a fact. |If you look at the
pre-rel ease and al so other documentation on this, there's
been a progression of deepening, w dening and w dening as
it continued on. That’'s gonna happen again. There's
anot her serious concern, and that’'s to do with hurricane
and evacuation. And that is: WII we be able to get out
with all those people blocking the highway?

Thanks for your tine and |istening.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Wbuld Barry Eil and cone
forward, and Geral d Cooney cone to the mke

MR, CGERALD COONEY: |'m Gerald Cooney. |'m
with the Houston Yacht Cub. Yogi Berra never thought
that anyone woul d propose a total devastation of the bay
and surroundi ng communities. Yogi Berra -- thanks anyway.
Yogi Berra would have said no to the Port; and Yogi Berra
woul d have been polite enough to stay and listen to Jerry
Cooney, which Ned Hol nes wasn’t.

And Ned Hol nes, if you were here, | would
like to remind you of what Yogi Berra did say. He said,
"It ain't over till it's over."

The Houston Yacht Cub has the finest
recreational sailing and sailboat racing in the United
States. It takes place in the exact spot in the bay where
the Port Authority wants container ships to go. It has a
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100-year history, even a historical marker. Sailors from
all over the world travel to the Houston Yacht Club. They
make a significant inpact in our economny.

Pl ease, Col onel, exam ne the historic
i nportance of the Houston Yacht Club and the historic
recreational uses of the bay fromcruising to fishing.
Exanine the Port Authority’s request on the basis of a
50-foot channel, which is exactly what they're
constructing it for.

Pl ease exanine the lights, the noise, the
air pollution, the traffic, the water quality, the
di m ni shed property val ues, the degradation of the quality
of life and the unrealistically speculative econom cs of
this project. This is, Colonel, truly a battle between
good and evil, between short-termgreed and citizens
fighting for their survival of their communities and
Gal vest on Bay.

W -- we need the help of the Corps against
the rogue, unelected, all-male group of seven called the
Port Authority. Their plan is appalling, Colonel. A fair
exam nation -- the Port Authority has denied repeated
calls for nodification, for citizen input, for elimnation
of obvious errors. A fair exam nation by the Corps wll
result in the rejection of this port, but here’'s where we
truly need you. Wen you turn down this request -- and
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you will -- we want it turned down totally. W wll not
accept changes and nodifications to this fatally flawed
plan. W want this plan rejected conpletely.

COLONEL BUECHLER: W/ Nan Hildreth cone
forward? And Paul Myers come to the microphone.

MR, PAUL MYERS: Thank you, Colonel. [|'m--
I"mnot going to tal k because everybody’'s covered
everything. | nean, we’'ve got a hundred people to talKk.
| just -- I'mfromEl Jardin. It’'s a conmunity that’'s
been there 75 years. People there don't want it. Like
said, that’s all I've really got to say.

If M. McCGowen is still here, | do want to
apol ogi ze to himfor sone of the people that were booing
him W' re not against jobs. W’re not against expansion
of the port. But this plan is the wong plan, and Bayport
is not the place to expand the Port. Thank you

THE COURT: Would Charlotte Cherry cone
forward? And Rusty Feagin cone to the m ke

MR RUSTY FEAG N. M/ nane is Rusty Feagin.
| live in El Lago. Basically, I'"'mjust a citizen

There’s mainly two things 1'd like to just
suggest or throw out there for people to think about. The
first I think would be -- it would fall under just
aesthetics. | think that overall the cunul ative inpacts
of the entire Cear Lake area and the Gal veston Bay area
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are now starting on a regional level to butt up agai nst
the industrial activity that's also going on in the
sout hern Houston area. And | think that fromwhat |’ve

studied in environmental things, even in Environnental

| mpact Statenments, you have to |l ook at cumrul ative inpacts
on conmunities like -- you know, at what point do we have
too many industrial facilities in this area and what point

do we have, you know, too many recreational ? You know, |
think we need to draw a |ine sonewhere and figure out
where we’'re going to draw it between C ear Lake, which is
general |y a suburban, you know, recreation area, and the
sout hern Houston industrial area.

It’s sonmething that really needs to be
figured out. Maybe this is where the line will be drawn.
| don’t know.

The second point 1'd like to nmake is
basically |I think that Cear Lake is sonething that people
put a lot of nobney into, that it's drawing a | ot of

tourismto our area; and | think that, you know, to nove

in a container port in this area would destroy what a | ot
of other comunities have already tried to build on. It
will like retroactively destroy what a lot of city
councils have put a |lot of noney and a lot of tinme into.

| guess the nobst inportant thing to ne

personal 'y woul d be where -- where are we gonna go when we

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
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don’t have anywhere to go anynore? Like, soneone has to

step up for like the little kids and peopl e who just want

to go out and -- and like when you need to clear your
m nd, | mean, sonetines you have to go out, if you' re hot
and you're mad and you're sad and you need sonmewhere to

go.

And in this area, there aren’t many pl aces
left to go, except for El Jardin, which is one of the few
pl aces |l eft on Galveston -- on the west -- west side of
Gal veston Bay that you can go and sit in a park. And
think that will be really adversely affected, and that's
part of the aesthetics. And, | nmean, don’t box us out.

That’'s all |1’'ve got to say.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Woul d Shannon Cherry cone
forward? And Hubert Peter Bownan come to mike

DR PETER BOMWAN: |'m Dr. Peter Bowman. |
teach environmental inmpact assessnent every senester as
part of the environmental nanagenent program at the U of
Houston-Cl ear Lake. | teach an undergraduate class in the
fall semester and a graduate class in the spring senester
During this last spring senester, sone of ny graduate
students did sone fine research projects on the
environnental inpacts of the proposed container and cruise
term nal conplex adjacent to the Bayport terminal. |’'m
here to present copies of their studies.

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
(800) 640-3549 * (409) 762-2222



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

49

One team of three students cal cul ated the
projected air em ssions of the conplex using figures from
the Port consultant J.WD., and they went on to research
t he carci nogeni c and noncarci nogenic health inpacts of
these air emissions. David Posenyanic, the author of the
paper containing the air-em ssion calcul ations, was
concerned that this project will not do anything to help
the Gty of Houston achi eve ozone attainnment. He |ooked
at sone of the mtigating options and didn't feel that
t hey hel ped very nuch. He thinks that nore options wll
have to be | ooked at; and, in fact, he thinks that the
Port may have to contribute to em ssion reduction projects
at nearby point sources to mininize the inpact on the
conmuni ty.

Chris Jones, the author of the paper on
noncar ci nogeni ¢ health effects, concluded that the six
scenarios that he |ooked at in his Part A estimate
em ssions at 2 to 53 tines the threshold values of the air
permt. So, he says that clearly Houston policy makers
nmust carefully exam ne the proposed Bayport container
termnal and find the solution that recogni zes the
dangerous health effects that are anticipated fromits
operations.

Anot her student, Bob Franknic, is doing a
paper on carcinogenic health effects; but he’'s not yet
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conpleted his paper. Wien it's conplete, I'll forward a
copy to you.

Anot her student, Walter Cox, researched
maritinme transportation and the industrialization of
Gal veston Bay maki ng use of U. S. Coast Guard’s narine
casualty reports database for 1996 and 1997. He concl uded
as follows: Increasing the size of the channel will
i ncrease the size of vessels calling on the Port of
Houston. Increasing the length of transit for ships in
the Bay Area increases the risk of marine casualties.
This piling of risk upon risk creates an inevitable
liability, which rmust eventually be reconcil ed.

| thank you for being able to present ny
student’s research results to you tonight.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Would Marl ane Orth cone

forward? And Joan McM Il an, please cone to the podi um

MR JOAN MM LLAN:  Thank you. M nane is
Joan MM Ilan. | was born in Galveston, Texas and | live
in El Jardin. And | have lived here in the Bay Area all
of ny nearly 49 years. One of the things that |I would

like for the EIS to consider is the historical value of
the Iand that Bayport is going to get built on and the
surroundi ng area. W know that there is historical value.
I will be submitting this in witing |ater

The only other thing | would like to say is
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that | understand that the Corps has been charged with a
new envi ronnmental m ssion by the assistant secretary of
the Arny. The focus of this missionis to protect the
environnent and to listen to your custoners, which are the
audi ence here tonight. During this EIS, | ask you to
pl ease, please renmenber to keep this nmission in mnd when
you' re doi ng your work.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Woul d Davi d Benson cone
forward? And Barry Eiland come to the podium

MR, BARRY EI LAND: Thank you. M nane is
Barry Eiland; and | live at 110 Bay Col ony, just on the

northern part of the proposed Bayport Channel. Mst of

the things that -- that |I'’m concerned about have -- have
been mentioned already tonight. | do have a written
statenment. So, |'mnot going to spend a lot of tine.

There are a couple of itens that have not yet been
mentioned. So, I'lIl focus on those; and I’'Il just quote
fromm witten statenent.

First the inmpacts of erosion on north side
of the Bayport Channel. Wen the current channel was
first constructed, a 300-foot green belt and buffer was in
pl ace between the channel and the nei ghborhoods of Bay
Col ony and Shady Oaks, imediately adjacent to the channe
on the north. Today, due to the erosion caused by the
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ship traffic currently utilizing the Bayport Channel, that
buffer is nowless than 150 feet. Wth the addition of
the container ships projected for this facility, the
erosion of this buffer zone will undoubtedly increase,

t hus, causing potential danger to the pipelines that are
currently located there and ultimately encroaching on the
residential property imediately adjacent to this zone.
Secondly, I'd like to point out to have
studi ed the poor econom c design of the Bayport Term nal
The scope shoul d include an assessnment of the failure to
effectively utilize rail support in its design. The
Bayport Terninal has no provision to nore efficiently
utilize rail support, such as by directly off |oading on
torail. This is probably because there is access to only
one rail transport system the very congested tail end of
the Union Pacific rail system |If a better location with
better rail system access were found, fewer trucks would
be required, thus, mitigating many of the previous
i mpacts.
In sunmary, there are nunerous areas of
i npact to the environnent that nust be included as part of
the scope to this EIS. These include air and water
pol l uti on, channel erosion, traffic, |ight and noise
pol lution and especially |and-use inpacts, which wll
result in large property valuation | osses and significant
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quality-of-life inpacts. But nobst inportantly an honest
and open evaluation of alternative sites, which would
result in rmuch | ess environnental inpact w thout affecting
t he expected econom c benefits to the city of Houston and
Harris County must be a part of the scope of this EIS.

Thanks very nuch.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Woul d Ned W nders pl ease
cone forward? And Nan Hldreth come to the podium

M5. NAN HI LDRETH: Hi. |’m Nan Hildreth and
I’min -- fromDbDistrict 18. It’'s too often we don't
appreci ate what we have until we lose it. W have one of
the nost productive estuary areas in the United States.
W want to pass this natural capital on to our children to
the seventh generation. Please consider the effect of the
proposal on finfish hatchery, shrinp and crabs.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Wbuld G nny Garrett
pl ease conme forward? And Charlotte Cherry cone to the

ni cr ophone.

MS. CHARLOTTE CHERRY: M nane is Charlotte
Cherry, and | live in El Jardin Del Mar. GCalveston Bay
has many users, not only the Port of Houston Authority but

commerci al fishernen, the oysternen, the chenica

i ndustry, recreational boaters and fishernen touri st
industry and for famlies like mne. W nust all share
t he bay, and one industry should not tip the scal e of
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bal ance.

M. Hol mes and Ms. Jackson Lee’s
representative tal ked about spiraling cost inpacts. Let
me nmention just a couple of the negative side effects,

i ke contanmi nated ballast from ships devastating the
oysters harvest one season to 18 wheelers with faulty
brakes killing famlies. Put a price tag on that.

The Environmental |npact Statenent conducted
regardi ng the prior deepening and wi dening project of the
Ship Channel clearly indicated the Port of Houston wanted
a 50-foot depth. This was noted as a Phase Il dredge. A
dredge to 50-foot was denied, but pernission was granted
for a 45-foot. In the final EIS for the sane project, a
fish and wildlife report noted an alarnming shift in
salinity ballast over the next 20 years with or w thout
t he deepening or wi dening project. The report cautioned
that future projects that inpacted Gal veston Bay shoul d be
| ooked at carefully in light of their data.

Despite the provestations of the PHA to the
contrary, there is too nuch evidence pointing to the fact
that the PHA will request a dredge of 50 feet in the
future after they ve invested $1.2 billion in the project.
Pl ease conduct a salinity nmodel for this project on a
50-foot dredge. | think the nost powerful and |ogica
aspect of NEPA project is the requirenment that project
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alternatives be |ooked at. | have faith that if this
project is scrutinized under this cornerstone of NEPA, it
will be evident there is a better way and a better place
to build this facility that will be | ess detrinental to
the environnent. Galveston Bay is a viable, sustainable,
renewabl e resource and so are we. | believe in progress
and jobs for Harris County but not progress at any cost.

Thank you.
COLONEL BUECHLER: Woul d Sue Hayes pl ease

cone forward? And Shannon Cherry come to the mcrophone,

pl ease.

MS. SHANNON CHERRY: My nane is Shannon
Cherry. | live in El Jardin, which is next to Bayport. |
am concerned about the diesel funes fromthe diesel trucks

at that Bayport container facility. Diesel fumes put out
a lot of particulate matter. So, for ny sixth-grade
science fair project | did a study on particulate matter
inny area. | learned howto do the experinment on the
wor | dwi de web fromthe Environmental Protection Agency
website.

| hear a |ot about the 7,000 diesel trucks
the Bayport is supposed to have. Barbours Cut gets 3,000
di esel trucks a day. | want you to take my project and
see what particulate matter from 3,000 di esel trucks a day
| ooks li ke under a microscope. | want people who are in
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charge of the clean air to look at ny -- look at this
proj ect.

Is there a better way to build this so the
air won't be so bad? | know the Port of Houston says that
they must build this project for their jobs and that --
and that this is for their future of Houston. What about
me and ny friends? W are the future, too. Wat -- what
kind of future am|l going to have, if this -- if this is
what ny air is going to ook |ike under a m croscope?

They say it will take a long tinme to build
this, naybe 15 years. |1'I| be 26 years old. Wat you do
today is going to change ny future. Please give ne ny
chance.

COLONEL BUECHLER: W/ | Val eri e Buckner
pl ease come forward? And Marlane Orth come to the
nm cr ophone.

M5. MARLANE ORTH: | do not believe that
this project would be considered anywhere else in our
state, nation and few places in this world. Houston nay
have the reputati on of progress above all else but the
scope of this project and the far-reaching inplications
| eave people in disbelief. The currently proposed
location for this facility is not only densely popul at ed,
it is also a premer recreational facility. It is
recogni zed as having the second hi ghest concentration of

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
(800) 640-3549 * (409) 762-2222



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

57
pl easure boats in the nation.

In the Houston area we do not have the Rocky
Mount ai ns, Pacific coast, and Arizona desert or an eastern
shore but here we do have the Cl ear Lake area.
Industrializing this area will have a negative inpact far
beyond C ear Lake. The | oss of tourismnoney and the
related jobs will be devastating.

Don’t leave this up to the voters. You have
the inmpact information before you. They will not. Most
voters will go to the polls with no information at all or
under the belief that they are voting on a cruise ship
termnal. Should this container facility becone a
reality, | believe it will go down in Houston history and
Texas history as being the biggest m stake ever nade in
t he nane of progress; and once you have depl eted your
study, | believe you will agree.

Regardl ess of who has funded your study, you
are the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers. The Arnmy has a duty
to protect its citizens, and you can do that by stopping
this project now.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Woul d Leslie Mirphey
pl ease come forward? And David Benson come to the
nm cr ophone.

MR. DAVI D BENSON: Thank you. M nane is
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David Benson. |'mthe community rel ati ons manager for the
City of Pasadena, and |I'm here toni ght representing Mayor
Johnny | sabell and the City of Pasadena. Mayor | sabel
sends his regrets because of a council neeting this
eveni ng, he was not able to attend this session. He
remai ns extrenely concerned about the ram fications of
this project, and he has instructed the appropriate city
staff to be at every hearing and nmeeting regarding this
i mportant issue.

The City’'s proud to have furnished this
facility tonight. Mybe w shed we woul d have furnished a
few nore chairs to start with. But we feel like our --
our furnishing of this facility at no cost is a good
i ndi cator of our concern and our interest in continuing to
pronote di al ogue on this matter, continuing to pronote
education of the city and its citizens and pronoting and
encouraging public input on this matter. As | nentioned,
we have serious concerns about the projects or proposed
project’s inpact on the surroundi ng nei ghborhoods and
comunities, the regional nmobility issues, potenti al
negative inpacts raised by the volune of truck traffic and
the train traffic, the noise and |ight pollution that
woul d i npact the El Jardin neighborhood, which is a part
of Pasadena, and ot her nei ghborhoods around t he proposed
proj ect.

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
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We recogni ze and appreciate the inportance

of the goals set of job creation and econom c growth, but

we are hopef ul

that these goals can be pursued and

achieved in a way that yields little or no inpact on the

quality of

l[ife to the people who live, work and raise

famlies in the area of this proposed project.

forward?

| adi es and gentl enen.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Woul d Chuck Beckner cone

And Ned W nders cone to the mcrophone.

MR, NED W NDERS:

Thank you. Good eveni ng,

My nane is Ned Wnders. |'ma

retired, fixed-incone individual, a property owner in

El Jardin.

And everybody knows what inpact will have as a

property owner and a reside

t hi ng happen.

nt

in the Bay Area should this

But the one thing that nobody’s pointed up

yet is that should this happen, then every person in

Harris County will suffer,

do here on the bay front;

maybe not to the extent that we

but all of you in Harris County

will suffer tax increases and they will be substantial to

begin with and nuch nore later. And it will be a

nonendi ng

thing, as denobnstrated so far in the history of

the Port Authority.

forwar d?

Thank you and good ni ght.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Would Ri chard Couch cone

And G nny Garrett come to the nicrophone.
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MS. G NNY GARRETT: Good evening. |'m G nny
Garrett. |’'ma comodore of the Houston Yacht Club this
year. We're located less than half a nile fromthe

entrance to the Bayport Channel, and we’'re very concerned
about various aspects of the planned container termna
expansi on and how they will affect our 102-year-old club
which | ast year was given a historical marker by the Texas
state | egislature.

We woul d i ke the Corps of Engineers to
assess the effect of very bright lights on very high poles
that will burn 24 hours a day and what that quality of
life will be in our harbor. WII| people be able to sleep
on their boats at night? WII they be able to see the
stars just for pleasure or even for navigational purposes?

We woul d like the Corps to assess the effect
of the noise decibel level fromthe | oadi ng boons, the
trucks and the trains. WII|l we be able to carry on a
conversation outside of the Houston Yacht C ub once that’s
happened? WIIl one be able to sl eep on one's boat then?

We woul d like the Corps to assess the effect
of the diesel funmes polluting the air around our club. W
are a venue for a 500-fam |y-nmenber group; and every year
we have all kinds of recreational boating events, ones
that teach young children how to sail, ones that teach
wonmren how to sail, ones that bring national and

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
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i nternational conpetitions to our area. None of this is
going to be very feasible with this kind of an --
di straction in our area.

We do sone good work in this community. We
sponsor regattas that support funds and raise funds for
the Leukenmia Society and Boys and Grls Harbor. W are a
fireworks display for the community every 4th of July to
cel ebrate our independence. |’mnot sure we'll see those

fireworks against the cranes and the lights in the Bayport

Channel

| would also like to say that | ama
nei ghbor hood resident of the area as well. M husband and
I own a home that is adjacent to the Bayport Channel. W

| ook out our yard. CQur yard is the bank of the Bayport
Channel. | heard with great interest M. Hol nes say that
the Port woul d consider a 500-yard or foot green belt,
what ever he said. That is what was prom sed us before.
That 300-yard green belt -- feet green belt is now 25 feet
at my house. So, please consider what the words of the
Port are, what they think they can prom se, nmaybe even
wel | intentioned think they can prom se, but do they keep
t hose proni ses?

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Would Marilyn Daniel cone
forward? And Sue Hays cone to the m crophone.
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MS. SUE HAYS: Good evening, gentlenmen. |
woul d Iike to question the job inpact on the fishing
industry in the bay. Could that be | ooked at fromthe
fishernen all the way through processing the fish and
sending it off to market?

Anot her job that’s going to be highly
i npacted by this is going to be the boating industry, not
just boat sales, not just the people comng down to their
boat for the weekend, the noney that they spend at the bay
and the nmoney that they spend on repairing their boats
from busi nesses at the bay. Those are two job inpacts
that -- that the jobs are there now and they won’'t be
| ater.

Anot her question that | would |Iike | ooked at
is the incidence of accidents with 18 wheelers. In
Houston, lately, we have had and on the news several tines
and several deaths. Wth this high increased volune of 18
wheel ers, what will be the accident rate and the death
rate?

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: W/ | Steve Schul z cone
forward? And Val erie Buckner cone to the nicrophone.

M5. VALERIE BUCKNER: My nane is Valerie
Buckner. [|I'ma Mrgan's Point city council person. |
didn't come here to speak for the city council but for

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
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nysel f and other people |I know and just to give you a
little bit of what reality is living with a port.

Traffic is terrible. Qur -- the best way
out of Mirgan's Point and going -- when you're going to
Houston is to go out Barbours Cut Boul evard but we avoid
it at all cost because the truck traffic is tremendous.
Besides that, there’s a lot of dirt that is turned up by
the trucks as they go by. |If you go through there, you'l
notice any plants that are surviving are often coated with
soot and nud and have a difficult time surviving, you
know, even if you do plant them

Qur police are diverted because of the
traffic. W have to pay the -- pay for this. You know,
we have to cone up with enough police to patrol the
nei ghbor hood and patrol the bay -- Barbours Cut Boul evard
and it’'s a constant discussion with us because it’s
sonet hi ng we probably wouldn’t have to worry about so nuch
if it weren't for all the traffic. So, | would think
that’s sonething that would need to be | ooked at in the
other areas. What's the inpacts going to be for those
cities? Are they going to have to hire nore police and
are they going to have overtinme and have to have extra
police cars? What all are they gonna have to have as a
result of this?

Anot her problemwith the traffic is you

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
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can’t wal k or bike very easily. W have a snmall comunity
where it would be nice to nake a conplete circle, but you
can’t wal k through that area down Barbours Cut Boul evard
because there’'s no bi ke path or anything. Wen the trucks
start com ng, you have to junmp into the weeds or get out
of the way of the truck, whatever you can do. And, in
fact, our former mayor was killed by one of the trucks
| eaving the Port when he was riding his bicycle down
Bar bours Cut Boul evard.

Anot her problemis it’'s very unattractive.
There's no | andscaping to speak of. As | said, any
attenpts that were made were very mninmal and the
pollution seened to kill that vegetation. Wen you drive
in, you see nothing but big stacks of trucks and the cargo
things. And it's -- it's kind of enbarrassing, really.

Al so the -- one of our biggest problens is
the erosion. Since |I've been in Mirrgan' s Point, which has
been about 12 or 13 years, the beach in front of ny house
has al nost di sappeared. W were forced to put in a
bul khead as a result and that is bad in itself because it
results in nore erosion. Wen the waves hit a bul khead,
it pulls back the sand even nore. | know for sure that
t he ship wakes are causing troubl e because you can stand
there and when a ship enters the nouth of the Ship
Channel , the waves go rushing -- first they -- it draws

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
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the sand out and then the waves cone rushing back with a
huge i npact and goes sw shing down the shoreline and carry
the sand away with it. And over the last 12 years, what
used to be a very pleasant place to wal k has di sappear ed.

We -- | have spoken with soneone at one
poi nt about what were they doing with the dredgings
with -- at the -- you know, dredging, going to dredge the
channel . And no one ever spoke to -- to us at Morgan's
Point or -- or anything. And | was told that the
dredgi ngs were already spoken for. Now, you know, if
soneone put up sone kind of little islands or sonething,
sone kind of -- something to break that wave action, that
woul d be -- that might be helpful and that nmay be usefu
as an alternative in the Bayport area. Although | would
rather not see any nore ship traffic. | mean, that -- the
ships going in the Bayport create a wake that doesn’t quit
until it hits our shoreline.
Qur air and water quality is affected.

W -- |like they said, we have 3,000 trucks going through
there that you have to breathe the funes. In the winter

you hear the noise fromthe Port, especially because of

the -- we’'re downwi nd. You get trenendous noi se and
light. It’'s like the northern lights. It lights up the
whol e sky.

The water quality |I'’mworried about. W

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
(800) 640-3549 * (409) 762-2222



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

66
were just beginning to see dolphins in the bay. W
haven't seen dol phins in the bay -- |I don’t even know when
the last time until recently. Now, they' re alnost coning
up near the shoreline. They're that far in; and with nore
ship traffic, nore wave action, | don’t know what will
happen to that.

| hate to be -- | hate to fight any nore
traffic also on the 146. You go in and you' re wedged. |
have been wedged many tinmes between four trucks and I'min
the mddle. The property values --

COLONEL BUECHLER: Valerie, | need you to
wrap up your conments, please.

MS. VALERI E BUCKNER: Ckay. And, anyway,
the property value and the peripheral industry that nay
cone inis also a problem | just ask that you consider
these and talk to the people in Mrgan's Point, sonme of
the old tiners; and they can tell you how it was.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Would Marilyn Eiland conme
forward? And Leslie Miurphey come to the nicrophone.

MS. LESLI E MJRPHEY: I"d like to ask the
Corps of Engineers to take a long-termview of this, not
just the inpacts in the next two to three years but | ook
10 or 20 years into the future. And also don't just |ook
at the inmpacts on the inmedi ate area but the whole

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
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ei ght-county region. And with that in mnd, |ook at the
effects on Gal veston Bay of a channel dredged to 50,
possi bly 55 feet, coupled with what's projected to be
reduced inflow of freshwater fromthe Trinity River, which
will definitely effect the salinity.

Al so the em ssions fromwhat we hear going
to be 7,000 trucks, 2,000 cars, plus ships, trains, cranes
and tow motors will not just stay in the area. Prevailing
winds will carry that through Pasadena, Houston and north
and nort hwest Houston. |’'d ask that you do a baseline
study of the air quality in all of these areas so that
that can be conpared with a conputer nodel of what the --
where the enmissions will go and what they will be.

Perhaps this will also help you deterni ne
how this increase in emissions will help Houston achieve a
decrease in the NOX currently mandated by the federa
government to be 65 to 85 percent by the year 2007. If we
do not neet that, we will |ose federal highway funds. W
will also |ose jobs because they will restrict any nore
i ndustrial expansion; and in light of that, | ask that you
| ook at the -- the sustainability of the Bayport operation
when the hi ghways cannot even be repaired because we don’t
have the funds to do it.

I"d also like for you to | ook at the
cunul ative effects of the run off fromoil, transmn ssion
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and other fluids fromthe trucks, the cars and the ships
into the bay. And since the plans call for filling
wet | and and destroying forested areas, | believe it is a
requi renent that you also ook at alternate sites. |
woul d ask that you do a very detail ed study of the
proposed Texas City site, which because of its location
and its increased reliance on rail, should not have the
sane negative environnental inpacts.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Wbuld Alistair Macnab
cone forward? And Leslie -- I'msorry. Chuck Beckner
cone to mcrophone.

MR CHUCK BECKNER: Well, everyone tonight
seens to agree that this facility is going to be a major
source of air pollution for this region. | think one of
the things that needs to be | ooked at, keeping in mnd the
prevailing winds are out of the south and southeast, that
puts the entire La Porte |Independent School District
downwi nd fromthis facility; and | think the EI'S needs to
i ncl ude what kind of inpact that’'s gonna have on our
children in the La Porte Independent School District.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Wbuld Gary Poul son cone
forward? And Richard Couch cone to the m crophone

MR RI CHARD COUCH: Thank you, gentlenen. |
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actually represent a little different body here from nost

of the people. M nane is Rick Couch. |[|'mhere on behalf
of the Seal and Corporation. |’'malso here on behalf of
the Carrier’s Container Council will represents 24 of the

| argest steanship lines in the world. Collectively, we

control over 80 percent of the container cargo that noves

| ocal ly, including the Houston area.

If I could, I would like to focus on three
areas. |'ve got alittle bit nore pragmati c approach
probably than nost although | ama resident of the O ear

Lake area. First of all, with respect to the other
avai l abl e | ocations, | hope you take into account the fact
that we certainly have | ooked at other locations. W’ ve

done a significant commercial anal ysis over a period of
the last ten years. | personally have net with the mayor
of Texas City, looked at their proposal, net with
Freeport. W' ve |ooked at Gal veston heavily. And in that
context 1'd like to tell you that the Carrier’s Container

Council and Seal and clearly supports the Bayport Project,

clearly. It’'s not even a question

I hope you look at that. [|'d be happy to
make any of the data available to you. 1t’d be great if
you picked a place that was | ocal -- you know, the
| ocation perfect. But, unfortunately, if we’'re not
willing to go there and can't make it work on a business
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pl an, then what’'s the point?

On a second point about the draft, we
currently don't have ships that need any need for draft.
" munaware of any plans for ships at nmy conpany that need
a need for draft. | know of no conpany that has plans in
the Gulf of Mexico to bring anything that needs nore than
45 feet. Now, you can do what you like; but I'mtelling
you as an industry, we don't need it in the @ulf now or
foreseeable future. |'d be happy to nake that data
avail able as well.

Third issue, the jobs, the jobs that people
are tal king about, they're real. The famlies that we
support are real. Unfortunately, they are not located in
the burbs, per se. A lot of the people that work for ne
are not overly educated. They're sonewhat disadvantaged
maybe with respect to the crowd that's here, but | can
tell you that the jobs are -- the jobs are good. The jobs
are significant. The average wage at ny facility is over
$50, 000 a year and | ess than 10 percent have a coll ege
degree.

These are significant inpacts to areas that
need to be considered before you, you know, take too nuch
of an, if you would, enotional approach. Lastly, | urge
you to cone to Barbours Cut. 1'Il nake ny facility open
to anyone who would like to of your body and instead of
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gi ving you specul ation and anal ysts’ reviews, |I'Il give

you the actuals. You can conme out there. You can count

the trucks. | amappalled at the nunmbers |'m hearing. |
had no idea | was doing this nuch business. If | was
doi ng this much business, | assure you, | assure you, |'d

be significantly richer than | am today.

I will make any information you'd like
avai l abl e personally. | urge you to take advantage of
that offer.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Wbul d Page W Ili ans
pl ease come forward? And Marilyn Daniel cone to the
ni cr ophone.

MS. MARILYN DANIEL: M nane is Marilyn
Daniel and |I’'ve lived for 11 years in El Lago. And
really don’t have anything else to add. Mst of ny
concerns have al ready been addressed. So, thank you

COLONEL BUECHLER:  Thank you, Marilyn.
Wul d Mark Bailey come forward? And Steve Schulz cone to
t he m crophone.

MR, STEVE SCHULZ: Thank you, Col one
Buechler. M nane is Steve Schulz. |’mchairman of the
Gal vest on Chanber of Conmerce, Port |ssues Conmittee and
I"d like to read a resolution of the board of directors of
t he Gal veston Chanber of Conmerce.

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
(800) 640-3549 * (409) 762-2222



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

72

Whereas, the Port of Houston Authority has
conmi ssioned a report to be nade of the proposed Bayport
cruise term nal and, whereas, such final report was nade
and published May 20th, 1998 and, whereas, page 2-4 of
such report contains the followi ng statement -- and ||
quote -- Port of Galveston has seen sone intermttent
crui se business but has proven unsuccessful for severa
short com ngs which continue today. Galveston depends on
Houston's population and airlift. 1t is too far fromthe
airport for reliable passenger scheduling and ship
servicing. Also, Galveston had the nmisfortune of having
poorly financed and managed a crui se ship operation which
failed to establish itself as a successful cruise service.
And, whereas, such statenent is at present incorrect and,
whereas, the board of directors of the Gal veston Chanber
of Conmerce deemit advisable to place a true set of facts
before the public and the responsi bl e governnenta
authorities at the scoping neeting to be held August 17th
with respect to the cruise ship termnal conplex to be
devel oped by the Port of Houston Authority. Now,
therefore, it is resolved: One, that nenbers of the Port
| ssues Conmittee of the Gal veston Chanber of Conmerce are
aut horized to communicate to the public and responsible
governmental authorities conducting such scoping neeting
the fact that the Port of Galveston has, since the date of
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the report, contracted with Carnival Cruise Lines, the
| argest cruise line operator in the world, for a five-year
agreement to operate cruises out of the Port of Galveston
cruise termnal and that the Port of Gal veston does not
have a poorly financed and managed crui se ship operation
i nasnuch as $4.4 mllion in bonds are to be sold to
finance such operations, nor has the Port of Gal veston
failed to establish itself as a successful cruise service
and further that Galveston is obviously not considered by
the world' s largest cruise line, Carnival Cruise Lines, to
be too far fromairports for reliable passenger scheduling
and ship servicing; nunber two, that the Gal veston Chanber
of Commerce as a supporter of the successful Port of
Gal veston crui se ship operations, encourages the Port of
Houston Authority to pursue its cruise ship term nal plan
in a nmanner that both ports can cooperatively enhance
their present cruise ship operations and in a nanner where
each port and the Gal veston-Houston regional econony can
prosper fromthe location of additional cruise line
operations to Galveston Bay ports adopted by a majority
vote of the board of directors on August 10th, 1999,

signed by C. C. Rabber, chairman of the board, and John

Tindel, secretary. |1'd like to enter this in the record.
Thank you.
COLONEL BUECHLER: Woul d Dani el Ni ckel son or
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Ni ckeson cone forward? And Marilyn Eiland cone to the
nm cr ophone.

M5. MARILYN EI LAND: Hello. M nane is
Marilyn Eiland. | live at 110 Bay Colony. That’'s on the
north side. |’'mgeneral manager of Gary G eene Realtors,
which is a firmw th offices throughout the Houston area.
So, ny first area of concern that | would like to bring
bef ore you has been nentioned; but | want to enphasize the
i npact on property value, the homes that will be
absolutely affected. When we hear of 24-hour-a-day
lights, 12 stories high, traffic noise, with decibels that
are -- with the noise at the port with decibels level, the
pol lution, the diesel, we know that there will be an
i mpact .

| have a listened to speakers who have
represented the Port of Houston Authority and they say we
can |l ook forward to raising property val ue because there
will be all these jobs, but now we found out that District
18's going to have all those jobs. And so, we need to |et
time to drive. | think what | would like for the scope to
include will be very specifically about 2500 hones that |
have identified that are within about a nile and a half
radi us of the entire Bayport conpl ex.

I amno |onger worried about just |oss of
value. The realtors in this area will tell you we're
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al ready being required by our attorneys to disclose to
anyone buying a home everything we know or have read about

the potential container cargo increase. So, with this,

buyers are wal king fromoffers that have been made. It is
gonna have an inpact. It is already having an inpact.
Wiat |'’mworried about are all the homes in this market

will probably find this, but the imediate 2 to 3, 000
hones in that area are not gonna just have the probl em of
| owered value. There is the risk they will have no val ue.
I think that as long as there is any
reasonabl e alternative for the container port that is not
surrounded by hones, then the scope has to look at, is
bound to I ook at those alternatives rather than to take

away that many hones.

One other quick point that | wanted to bring
up, with the trucks and all the talk -- and, of course
everything is of record with you and you're so dutifully

maki ng those notes. Thank you -- we know that -- because
I do have offices all over town, |I'malso concerned about
all of Harris County. | think nost of Harris County

thinks this is just another dirty little industry down in

the southeast corner. W' Il foot the hassles. They will

derive the jobs and the revenue. But it isn't like that.
What | think needs to be studied are what

will the routes be that those 7,000 trucks will take? You
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t hi s Houston

Texas. There are so many opportunities to increase jobs

that don’t require 7,000 trucks on the very few freeways

that cone into the city.

When the residents of Menorial,

Katy, Texas all recognize that they are going to have

hundreds of nore trucks per day mxed in with their

traffic, | believe that they wll

not the right way to add jobs to this region and

appreci ate your consideration

COLONEL BUECHLER:

cone forward? And Alistair

recogni ze that this is

Wuld Mary Ellen Qiver

t he Heights,

Macnab come to the mcrophone.

MR, ALI STAIR MACNAB: Good eveni ng.

Alistair Macnab and |’ m executive vice-president of the

Greater Houston Port Bureau.

accent fool you. |1’ve been here 22 years and |'mvery

And don't let the foreign

much involved with the maritine activities here.

But tonight I'mrepresenting the Geater

I’"m

Houston Port Bureau, which is the organization that

am vi ce-presi dent of, the Marine Exchange of the U S

Qulf, the U S. @lf International Comerce Cd ub

t he

Houst on Custonhouse Brokers and Frei ght Forwarders
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Association and A W Smth & Conpany. Al of these are

maritinme-related activities that do business and woul d

hope to prosper in -- in the Port of Houston

Now, |'ve heard -- in fact, | thought
perhaps until -- until Rick Couch got up here that | was
going to be the first person to talk in favor of the

term nal because everybody we spend two hours listening to
why the terninal should not be placed at bay -- at this
| ocation. And, you know, | know all about concerned
citizens and how they don’t want these things to be in
their backyard. But, you know, a comment was nade that
Ned Holmes didn't wait to hear the response of sone folks,
but | notice that the place nowis less than half full.
So, an awful | ot of people didn't wait to hear any
contrary point of view.

The worl d wants to do business w th Houston
This is not really a choice so nuch as an econonic fact,
and | regret to say that the world does not want to do

busi ness with nmy good friends in Galveston or Texas City

or Freeport and this is -- this is a fact because when you
do business with any marit -- ocean transportation
anywhere, you take the ship as near to the market as you

can get. And 50 percent of the trade that cones to the
Port of Houston is destined for the city of Houston or
Harris County. There is no getting away fromthat fact.

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
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They are -- the rest of the business, of course, goes
further afield; but sone 50 percent of the business, 50
percent of the reason for ships to come here in the first
pl ace is because of the city and -- for the city of
Houston and the Harris County, then that’s where the port
has to be.

From an econonic standpoint, it is ny view
the Port of Houston Authority has denonstrated the
term nal at Bayport is necessary and it’'s in the right
place. Yes, there is a human environnent question; and
it’s nobst inportant. But the inportance of the human
environnent is jobs, small businesses, education and a
quality of life brought on by -- by econonmc stability and
progress. The Port has asked for advice fromthe
comunities, through the Citizens Advisory Panel; and
would Iike to see that panel do its work so we can get the
best possible termnal for the benefit of all the
citizens.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Woul d Howard Har per cone
forward? And Gary Poul son conme to the nicrophone.

MR, GARY POULSON. Good evening. M nane is
Gary Poul son. |1'ma pharmacist fromthe Galleria area. |
cane here today concerned that a bad idea, this Bayport
proposal, m ght be muscled through by an abusive power.
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After briefly neeting M. Bill Fehring of URS and M. Mark
King of the Arnmy Corps of Engineers earlier this evening
ny fears have been eased. A fair and honest, thorough
evaluation with a regi onal perspective is what we deserve
| was happy to hear that -- that URS will study in ful
detail viable alternatives.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Sue Ann Scruggs cone
forward. And Page WIllians cone to the m crophone.

MS. PAGE WLLIAMS: Yes. |'mPage WIlians
and sorme of you know nme as a nenber of the Executive
Conmittees of the Houston Sierra G oup and the Gal veston
Bay Foundation. But tonight |I'm speaking only as a
citizen of Harris County who does not want ny tax noney
used to harm Gal veston Bay and who does not think
Houston's agenda is nore inportant than the agendas of the
other communities along the bay.

As a citizen of west Houston, | share nost
of the concerns expressed so el oquently by Senator Jackson
and Representative Davis. The West Loop is two bl ocks
fromm hone and already choked with traffic jans and

accidents, spew ng toxic em ssions, noise and nonpoi nt

source pollution. It doesn't need any nore trucks.
There is a railroad track one bl ock from ny
hone standi ng between nme and the nearest fire trucks,

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
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anbul ances and hospital. Already | have finished an
entire take-honme supper while waiting for the Seal and
containers to pass along this track, and | do not -- |
don’t want any nore trains.

West Houston fishes on bay, sails on the bay
and consunes seafood fromthe bay. Qur nmayor is quoted in
a key magazi ne saying what a viable, wonderful city
Houston is. Wy does he want to screw it up? Please
extend your EIS at least as far as west Houston, if not to
the Katy Prairie. Please consider only the no action
alternative until there is a Port of Galveston Bay
authority that nakes decisions that are best for the
health and safety of all the comunities around the bay.

And | would rem nd the |ucky Seal and
enpl oyees that you can’t eat, drink or breathe noney.
Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: | understand some wonder
how far we are through the list. W’re about to start
wi th Number 32 speaker. We've got 127. So, again, |
woul d reiterate if your comrents have al ready been made,
you are in conplete control of how |long we stay here
t oni ght .

Wuld Gerald Guerrieri cone forward? And
Mark Bailey cone to the m crophone.

Appears Mark Bailey is not here. Wuld
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Dani el Ni ckeson conme to the mcrophone.

M5. MARY ELLEN CLIVER: He's left also
That hens.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Ckay. That helps. Are
you Mary Ellen Qiver?

M5. MARY ELLEN OLIVER Yes. That was ny
son. He had honeworKk.

COLONEL BUECHLER: | wish | did.

M5. MARY ELLEN CLIVER: M nane is Mary
Ellen Qiver and | live in Taylor Lake Village. M
husband is a pul nonary physician treating |ung diseases in
the area and our children attend school in the area and we
all participate in fanmly lifestyles in the area. W cane
to this region ten years ago specifically for that purpose
and I -- in fact, our neighborhood is made up of families
who did the very sanme thing. Thus, we feel we have just
cause to be very concerned about this project that could
very well pollute our air and recreational waterways. W
really ask you to be very -- very careful about | ooking at
specific inmpact on the fanilies that are already here and
that have been living and giving to the econony of the
ar ea.

The other thing | would ask is that you also
take into consideration that nost of the nei ghborhoods in
the area have one maybe two exits out of any of those
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subdi vi sions and those exits in and out |leave right on to
either Red Bluff, Todville, or 146. And if we're gonna be
trapped in there by these diesel trucks conming in and out,
especially when the kids are trying to get to school in
the norning on the school buses or the teenagers are
| earning how to drive on these streets, it can becone

extrenely risky and very frightening for parents |ike us.

| understand the inportance of progress and
growmh for this area and -- and | know we’ve been accused
of the NIMBY attitude. But it seenms that in this case

when there are viable alternative sites to seriously
consider, this port does not have to be in anybody’'s
backyard. It can be devel oped in areas that already have
sonme ground work laid and nost inportantly where
nei ghbor hoods could -- woul d not be so adversely affected.
Now, there’s one other inpact that’s not on ny
list that | thought about. Could you |look -- please |ook
at the inmpact of the construction. Now, this isn't
gonna -- if this goes through, this isn’'t gonna happen
overni ght; and the construction of all of these termnals,
of all of these rail lines, the inprovenents of the roads
are gonna take years and they' re going to nake our
situation, our quality of life, our travel extrenely
dangerous. And | would really like you to | ook at that.
Thank you.

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
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COLONEL BUECHLER: Wobul d Tamara Maschi no
and Noah Phillips cone forward? And Howard Harper cone to
t he m crophone.

MR, HOMARD HARPER: My nane is Howard Har per
and | have lived in Seabrook for the better part of 24
years. | realize there are -- the night is draw ng |ong.

One itemthat has not really been raised, |
think, is we know what the truck count is that has been
given to us by the Port Authority, sonmewhere between 5 and
7,000. They've also given us a count that | haven't heard
here toni ght of sonewhere in the nei ghborhood of 24, 000
enpl oyees. | don’t knowif that's correct or not; but 1'd
like, you know -- to have 24,000 people going to work
every day and | eaving every day.

The second thing is that if you see today’s
newspaper, front page, city of Houston is vying for the
Nurmber 1 position against Los Angeles for pollution in the
United States. One-fifth the size of Los Angel es, second
in pollution. | would |ike the Corps of Engineers to hold
permitting until such tine as the state officials, who are
supposed to neet in the fall this year with the EPA, just
try to resolve the -- the air pollution, the ozone probl em
that we have in Houston and see what their recomendations
are before we put 7,000 trucks and 28,000 people into the
Bay Area. | can’t believe that this is something that can
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be allowed. | -- we were supposed to be going the other
direction. Los Angeles has, at |least, found sone solution
to holding their pollution. Houston seens to be just a
wildfire ahead. So, 1'd like for this to be addressed and
that’'s -- other than that | think nost of the other
coments that | have have been covered

Thank you very nuch.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Wbul d Li nda Shead cone
forward? And Sue Ann Scruggs cone to the nicrophone,
pl ease.

M5. SUE ANN SCRUGGS: Hello. |’'m Sue Ann
Scruggs. | live in Seabrook and | have sone rather
specific questions. | hope this is appropriate. But with
the additional truck and cargo traffic, I'd Iike to know
how frequently we can expect traffic accidents to occur
and what percentage of the accidents are going to involve
fatalities. 1'd also like to know of these accidents how
many can we expect that -- to involve a chemical spill and
of these chemical spills how many can we expect that will
requi re evacuations or any other health hazard? Also I'm
curious about our -- all of our -- in our area nost of our
fire departnents are volunteer, and our energency nedica
peopl e are volunteer. Are these volunteer fire
departnments trained to clean up chemical spills and are
they trained to put out chemical fires? And do they do
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chem cal cleanups? | talked to one fireman in Seabrook
He told ne no that they did not have the equi pment and
they were not trained. And if that is the case, how will
t he equi pnent be provided to the volunteer fire
departnents and how will they be trained to take care of
any chenical problens that undoubtedly will occur. |
don’t know how frequently. But, you know, they’'re going
to happen and 1'd just like to know how that is going to
be taken care of.

Also I'd like to know what the proposed
evacuation routes would be for the community when a
chem cal evacuate -- a chemcal spill occurs and
evacuation mght be called for. 1°'d like to know how many
jobs are going to be lost, the decreased tourismin the
Gal veston/ Cl ear Lake/ Kenah area. |1'd also like to know
for the elderly popul ation how will the pollution effect
their |ife expectancy?

Al so [ ast year in August of 1998 there was a
chem cal release at the Boyer Truck Washing facility.
Wien this happened this denonstrated that our current
i nteragency coordination is questionable. And I'd just
like to know how this problem s going to be addressed
because with the Port -- if the Port happens how that wll
be addressed in the case of chem cal energencies. One
other thing 1'd like for you to consider is that | think
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we have a responsibility to consider the inpact of the
possi ble Indian artifacts, artifacts that night be on
sight there. Right down the road is a park called Pine
Qully. There are sone m ddens which are oyster rows are
being invaded to the water. So, Indian artifacts have
been found very, very close by to this site and |I’'m
wondering if anyone’s | ooked into the possibility that
Indian artifacts mght be | ocated here.

| just want to say one last thing. |
appreci ate your time very much and there’'s only going to
be 120 of us speaking tonight. But there are 425 seats in
each of these eight sections; and if nmy math is correct,
there’ s about 3400 people, plus all the floor seats. The
majority of us are deeply, deeply concerned about what is
going to happen to our environnent, our comunity and our
quality of life. Thank you so nuch for |istening.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Okay. WII Joe Mock and
Gene Scott please come forward? And Gerald Guerrieri cone
to the m crophone.

MR GERALD GUERRI ERI: Thank you, gentlenen
My nane is Gerald Guerrieri. | live in El Jardin and
can cut out about half of my speech here. But there’'s one
word up on that big list that hasn't appeared yet and
would Iike to see it up there. Nobody's nentioned this
word. | don't know if maybe it’s not politically correct
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or maybe sonmebody will think it's -- it sounds selfish or
self-serving but the one word I'd Iike to see up there is
people. Al we’'ve got up there is things. | want to see
people. | want to see the issue about we the people.

I’ma good exanmpl e of the American dream
Colonel. | canme fromimmgrant parents living in an
Italian ghetto. | worked hard. | saved ny noney and then
| bought ny dream hone in El Jardin, the garden by the
sea. M and ny neighbors settled there because it was out
of the way of city traffic, city lights. It was quiet,
safe. At night you can see all the stars. You can snell
the water, and you can bathe in the breeze of the bay.

If the Port expansion project is placed
where it presently is proposed, less than a quarter of a
mle fromny house, ny dream house, it will drastically
change ny nei ghborhood and nmy way of life. And that’'s why
we're all here tonight. W can talk about a | ot of
i ssues, Colonel, but we're all chiefly concerned about our
way of life.

And with the truck traffic, the trains, the
switching 24 hours a day, it will never be quiet again,
nor will it ever be safe again. Wth the huge
floodlights, we will never see the stars again. Wth the
air pollution, we will never snell the bay waters again;
and nmy grandchildren will not want to cone to grandpa’'s
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dream house again, ever again

Why the Corps woul d consider building a
project so -- that's so large a scope and so very close to
residential areas is beyond ny conprehension

Thank you for your patience.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Wbuld Jim Morrison and
D ana Rodgers pl ease cone forward? And Tamara Maschi no
cone to the mcrophone.

M5. TAMARA MASCHINO | live at the
interaction of Red Bluff and 146, which is in Lake Point
Forest in Seabrook, which will be a hot zone for many of
the activities if this port facility is built. But for
the issuance of this permt by the Corps of Engi neer, we
woul d not have these anticipated problens. | am
requesting that the Corps exanine all aspects of a
conpl ete pollution analysis of the fine particle enissions
of the port devel opnent, such as the associ ated diese
tugs, vessels, trains, cranes, hydense and trucks.

The Bayport area is hone to over 53 chem ca
pl ants which have their own conplex suit of pollutants.
Before the issuance of the Corps permt, the Corps needs
to address the added levels of pollutants to this conpl ex
suit and it's effect at ground | evel em ssions near many
of the residential neighborhoods, including nine and Lake
Point Forest. A conplete traffic flow of the area nust be
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anal yzed. Traffic |levels now are unbearabl e at Hi ghway
146 and Red Bl uff; but for the issuance of this pernt, we
must anticipate al nost total gridlock.

Al so due to the poor current highway designs
of 146, Red Bluff and Todville, hones and busi nesses are
| ocated close to these hi ghways nmeki ng accidents an
unacceptable certainty. Qur quality of life nust be added
to the equation. Mst of us had never anticipated a major
mega port to be built across fromour homes. But for the
i ssuance of this pernmit, the effects of night l|ighting
wi |l block out the night's sky. The noise fromthe
traffic and nmega port business will ruin our quiet
nei ghbor hoods, dim nish desirability of our area and
bringi ng down property val ues.

I will just add a few things. One thing
had found out, | did sone research, in New Jersey when
they were dredging, they had a problemw th bringing
dioxin to the surface. Wat wll happen if they start to
dredge here in our bay. OCkay?

I n Seabrook we currently have one rai
system runni ng, which is extrenely noisy and bl ocks the
flow of traffic. Wiat w Il happen when you added 53?

According to the Chronicle the Ship Channe
area is partially run dowmn as it is. Wiy are we expected
to have -- to help thembuild nore only to let their other
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areas run down? Also, but for the issuance of this
permt, | want to add the increased incidence of crine to
our area. So far that hasn’t really been addressed and
woul d like to make sure that we have no nore crinme in
Seabr ook.

COLONEL BUECHLER: W Il M chael Dickens and
Ronni e Raspberry pl ease cone forward? And Nona Phillips
cone to the mcrophone. | guess Nona is gone and Linda is
up.

MS. LINDA SHEAD: M nane is Linda Shead.
Thank you. |’'mthe executive director of the Gal veston
Bay Foundation. As many of you know the Gal veston Bay
Foundation is a nonprofit organizati on dedicated to the
preservation, enhancenent of the Galveston Bay for its
mul ti pl e uses through education, conservation, research
and adversity. W are particularly concerned when one of
those nany uses of the bay, in this case container
shi ppi ng and the proposed Bayport Project, proposes
changes that could threaten the health of the bay’'s
resources and severely encroach on the bay’s other uses.

W’ ve been nonitoring this project for many
nont hs now and have on a nunber of occasions requested
changed in the way that Port of Houston Authority is
addressi ng many i ssues and concerns associated with the
project. Wile some of these requests have been honored,
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we are not at all confident that the way they have been

honored will |ead to success.
W' re here this evening to advocate to the
Cor ps of Engineers, along with everyone else, for a

t horough investigation of the inpacts of the proposed

proj ect and conparison with a nunber of potentially
feasible alternatives. W have prepared a matrix of the

m ni mum al ternatives and potential inpacts that need to be
eval uated. Twenty-five general categories of inpacts,
seven or eight different alternatives not just Bayport not
just Texas City but Galveston, Cedar Bayou, Spillman

I sl and, the upper channel and nost particularly a

conbi nati on of alternatives. For the alternatives

anal ysis to be neaningful, it nust take into consideration
one or nore alternatives of a conbination sites in the

Gal veston Bay system and each alternative nust be

eval uat ed based on whether a 45-foot or a 50-foot term na
is built. That -- that is it is not acceptable to say
that a terminal will accommpdate 50 feet but the study

only evaluate inpacts with a 45-foot channel

Too many Corps docunents indicate that a
50-foot channel is anticipated. It is either a 45-foot
project or a 50-foot project. Not part one, part the

other. More sinply a 50-foot term nal nust include

eval uation of the inpacts of a 50-foot channel for every
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alternative. So far insufficient information has been
available to allow for an independent evaluation of the
i mpacts and alternatives. The Galveston Bay Foundation
cannot support any container termnal expansion in
Gal veston Bay until that information is avail able.

Wthout that information, a good decision is not possible.

Furthernore, any container ternina
expansi on for the bay shoul d denonstrate that it is
conpatible with the principles of sustainable devel opnent
for the Gal veston Bay region.

We will provide nore extensive comments and
guestions in witing before the end of the scoping period
and we appreciate the opportunity to be here tonight.
Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Would Mary Beth Maher and
Bob Buddi ngh conme forward? And Joe Mock conme to the
nm cr ophone.

DR. JOE MXCK: Thank you, Colonel, for the
opportunity to address this body. [|I'ma famly physician
fromLa Porte. | was born in this area, raised in this
area, have lived on the bay since 1976. | have, as a
child, played on the bay. |[|’ve watch the subsi dence of
the industry adversely inpact our bay. | left to go to
coll ege. Cane back and where | used to wade fish, the
wat er was neck deep instead of waist deep
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This thing is going to inpact a nunber of
people. It's going to be a great nunber of people who are
stressed. As a practicing physician | would like to urge
the Corps to also consider the personal inpact of the
stressful level -- stress levels of the human popul ation
inthis vicinity related to this proposed facility. You
had about 3,000, probably, people here today. Majority of
the reason that they were here nost of them was sone
stress level involved in their lifestyle in their life. |
have peopl e al ready having anxiety problems fromthis.

As a long-termresident, when the Barbours
Cut facility was put in, | appreciated the fact that the
light pollution would be a detrinent to the bay front.
This was brought up at that tine and was | aughed at.
think at this point in time it certainly has becone a
viable issue. W do not see the stars well now Certain
navi gation by the stars is difficult. Sonmeone com ng
nort hbound -- inbound in the Houston Ship Channel in smal
boats in the evening or at night doesn’t have the benefit
of the ranges there is sonme -- in the Ship Channel as well
as they did before because of the fact that the Barbours
Cuts lights conpletely block off the sites.

The rest of the facility -- the rest of the
conments |’ve made were made very el oquently by ot her
peopl e, especially Senator Jackson and Representative
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Davis. Thank you very much

COLONEL BUECHLER: Woul d Mayor Charles Doyl e
cone forward? And Gene Scott come to the microphone.

| take it, M. Morrison, that Gene Scott is
not here; and you nust be Jim Mrrison

MR JIMMORRISON. M. Mrrison's here. MW
nane is JimMrrison. | represent the West Qulf Maritine
Associ ation. The Association represents the interests of
the shipping industry for the western Gulf of Mexico
region fromthe U S. Mexican border to Lake Charl es,

Loui siana. The Port’s conprom sing this region provide a
maj or conponent of the econony and the essenti al
transportation link to markets in the U S. and around the
worl d. Qur nenbers support the Bayport Project. W
support -- we thank you for having this hearing. The Port
and its staff are | ooking at these issues. W are working
with the Port and the staff to provide answers and wil|l
support meetings in the future. W hope the CAP Conmittee
can address sone of these issues and bridge sone of the
gap between the different ideas that are here tonight.

Thank you for speaking.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Wbuld Stan Krauhs and
believe it’s Sanra Jones-Bufkins please cone forward? And
we' Il here from D ana Rodgers.

MS. DI ANA RODGERS: Thank you
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My nane is Diana Rodgers. |’'mhere as the
presi dent of the Seabrook Association, which is a 501(c)3
nonprofit organization with a nenbership of over 200
busi ness owners and residents, not only from Seabrook but
the entire Bay Area. Qur nenbers agreed | ast year that we
woul d remain neutral on Bayport’s expansion project in
accordance with our bylaws. However, we are forced to
address this issue as property owners as a 16-acre tract
of land located at the interaction of Od H ghway 146 and
Red Bl uff Road currently known as the Seabrook Festiva
Park and Amphitheater.

Current proposed rail plans for the Bayport
expansi on project will nake our property unusable for its
i ntended purpose. Nearly four years over half a mllion

dollars and countl ess vol unteer manhours have al ready been

invested in the festival park and anphitheater. Now, we
| earn that the Bayport Expansion Project plans to build
additional rail lines which will parallel the south side

of our property and run directly behind our nmain stage,
which is used for performances in the anphitheater. Cur
patrons will be exposed to unsightly view of trains
passing by and irritating noise they create while trying
to enjoy the performance. Additionally, this track wll
be on the west side of our property near the nmain entrance
of the festival park. This will, obviously, create a very
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hazardous situation for persons attenpting to enter and
exit events. Not only will the rail inpact the visua
at nosphere and create sound probl ens but the enornous
amount of air pollution and light pollution will further
destroy the ambi ance and enjoynent of this outdoor
facility.

The festival park and anphitheater wll
provide a val uable regional attraction for the Houston and
the Galveston Bay Area as it is the only facility of its
kind in this area, which is a prinme destination for
tourists. W have a unique -- unique opportunity to
create a wonderful outdoor environnent where citizens can
enjoy a wide variety of activities. In addition to
cultural art performances, we will be hosting other
recreational activities such as conpany picnics, weddi ngs,
sporting events, scouting canp outs and the like. In fact
we have already held several of these events.

We currently hold a major fund raising event
at this site the first weekend of COctober each year known
as the Seabrook Music Festival. Literally hundreds of
vol unteers come together to host this famly event, which
has generated over $200,000 into the |ocal econony to
support numerous community projects and worthwhile causes
over the past few years. Qur fundraising efforts for
conpl etion of the festival park and anphitheater are at a
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standstill until this rail issue is resolved.

M. Hol nes said that the Port is considering
rel ocation of the rail; however, nothing has been agreed
upon at this point. W certainly hope that they will
rel ocate so that we can nove forward with this val uabl e
asset for the comunity.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Woul d Barbara Suber cone

forward? And M chael Dickens conme to the nicrophone.

MR. M CHAEL DI CKENS: Yes, sir. M nane is
M chael Dickens. |’ma concerned citizen fromlocally
here in Deer Park, Texas. |, too, also share with any of
the concerns that were shared here tonight by many of the

residents of Harris County. Certainly |I hope with all the
cooperation fromall the entities that be that we can
resol ve sone of these issues. However, | believe that the
noder ni zati on of the Houston Ship Channel is inperative if
Houston is to maintain its conpetitive edge agai nst ot her
deep-channel gulf ports and to remain that internationa
port that it is said to be.

We citizens of Harris County depend upon the
j obs and economic inpact it provides. CQut of 80,000 jobs
directly affiliated with the Port of Houston activity,
nearly 90 percent are held by Houston and Harris County
residents. W believe Houston geographic |ocation has
been a strategic asset while the Port nust nodernize
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Houston lies within close reach of one of
the nation's |argest concentration of consuners. More
than 17 million people live with 300 miles of the city and
approximately 60 mllion people live withing 700 m | es of
this port, which, in turn, has anple internodal service to
transport goods to inlet destinations. Dredging is
i nperative, as we know, along with building of nbdern
container facilities and cruise termnals to accommodate
nore cargo and new services, which will also benefit the
comuni ty.

Buil ding a nodern port facility will help
Houst on devel op as a center for international business and
trade. International conpanies find Houston attractive
because of its well-devel oped skilled industrial and
financial infrastructure, skilled work force and its
di verse popul ation. Although dredging is certainly an
environnental issue, we nust recognize for years 90
percent of the top 50 ports in the United States require
regul ar mai ntenance dredgi ng and yet these ports are
responsi ble for nearly 93 percent of all U S. water-born
conmer ce annual ly.

We nust not let the Port be stymi ed of being
buil ding a nodern port facility that will enbrace grow ng
trade and tremendous econom c inpact by supplying jobs for
our future. The working citizens of Harris County nust
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work together to see that Houston becones the nobst nodern
and progressive port in the gulf region. The
envi ronnental commitment of the Port Authority to be in
conpliance with environnmental regulations and the enphasis
on ecology with the preservation of Galveston Bay in nind
shoul d hel p us nake that decision on nodernization and
enhancenent of our port facility so that we night al
benefit fromthe econonic inpact that it will provide for
jobs in our comunity.

As chai rman of the Houston Dock Marine
Council, sir, which is an entity of 70 internationa
| ongshor eman associ ati on nmenbers, | want to go on record
to say that we all stand unani nously in support of the

Bayport bond issues for the building of Bayport Term nal

and | will say also that | believe when all, and | say

all, concerned citizens of Harris County have their right
and their say in this particular statenent, | believe that
there will be nore positives than there will be negatives.

Thank you for your tine.
COLONEL BUECHLER: WI1l Ron -- Ronnie

Raspberry please cone to the m crophone.

MR. RONNI E RASPBERRY: Thank you
M. Mderator. M nane is Ronnie Raspberry. 1’mthe
executive secretary of the Houston Qulf Coast Buil ding

Trades Counci |

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
(800) 640-3549 * (409) 762-2222



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

100

Is that too loud? |1'msorry | offended
sonebody already. | didn't doubt that | was going to.

As | understand it at the very begi nning you
were tal king about environnmental inpact. And I'ma
representative of workers, construction workers over an
18-county area here. Now, over the last -- all ny life,
as a natter of fact, we’'ve had three nmain arteries in the
Houst on area one being that port, one being oil and one
being NASA. And that port -- port and that channel has
been there | onger than NASA, maybe not |onger than oil;
but it has been a mainstay of the econony and the Houston
area up until the early Eighties.

Now, |’'ve heard that a number of people were
noving into the Bay Area down there 10, 12 years ago. Let
me tell you, when the oil industry shut down and shi pping
stopped back in the Eighties, ny people were noving.

Ckay? But they didn't lead -- they didn't need any rea
estate dealer. They needed trailer salesmans (sic) to buy
sonething fromand live in, and we had to start food banks

to hel p because there was not any jobs, no jobs available

for them

So, |I'mhere on behalf of the Houston Culf
Coast Builders Traders Council in total support of
construction. O course, that’s what our -- our -- we're

all about, jobs, jobs for working people. And we don't
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have any yachts down there, not too many of us |live down
there. As a matter of fact, we're lucky to have john
boats; but we're citizens here. W pay our taxes here,

and we deserve just as much consideration in your

envi ronnental study. In fact, | think we should be nunber
one in -- in your environnental inpact, the workers and
how it will affect them

|’ ve seen scripted presentations tonight;
and, obviously, mne's not and -- and obviously, | don't
know near as nuch about this as | should, just as,

obvi ously, as nobody el se that’s been here before nme has
either. So, | know |l ' mgoing to be hissed; and | really,
really do take exception to that way. And that’'s fine
over there. |’ve been a | abor |eader for 27 years here.
So, y'all are nothing conpared to what |’ ve been through
Ckay?

So, we'll -- we would like to see you do
your survey, do it right, do it by the law. Conme back
with your -- your reconmmendation, whatever it is and then
we will all neet you at the polls and we will vote on

whet her or not Houston continues growi ng and we keep our

people working or we don't. It’'s sinple as that.
And | appreciate the time. Thank you
COLONEL BUECHLER: Mary Beth Maher please
cone to the mcrophone.
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MS. MARY BETH MAHER: My name is Mary Beth
Maher. | have lived in the Bayshore area for 30 years,
the last 17 in the Cty of Shoreacres. Mst of ny
concerns have been addressed tonight. But the area
borderi ng Gal veston Bay from Morgan’s Point to Kemah is
the only portion of Galveston Bay in Harris County that is
residential. Studies nmust be conducted to show the effect
fromthis project on this area. Howwll this affect the
tax base of the surrounding cities and school districts,
if the values of honmes are reduced?

Shoreacres is a residential city, except for
the Houston Yacht Club. Wthin a four-nmile distance from
t he proposed project and downwind will be four La Porte
school s, the high school, junior high and two el enentary
schools. Qur children, too, will be involuntarily
af fected trenendously. Involuntarily we are being asked
to give up a unique quality of life. | amdistressed that
the Port of Houston Authority would consider the word
"authority" to nean that they can rob us of the serenity
and peace we have found in the area we choose to live in.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Wboul d Janes Suber cone
forward? And Bob Buddi ngh come -- come to the nicrophone.

MR, BOB BUDDI NGH: Thank you, Col onel

I think nost of my concerns have been
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addressed already tonight. One thing | would like to
request is it’'s my understanding that the Port will
operate 24 hours a day. The trucks will only be all owed
into the facility during daylight hours. | feel that this
greatly adds to the congestion and will also add to the
idling time of these trucks. Diesel engines are
i nherently dirty, but the em ssions greatly go up during
idling. | would request that you -- your study include
t hese added -- added enissions fromextended idling due to
congesti on.

| also request that a 12-nonth study be
perfornmed to establish the baseline levels for fine
particulate matter. Thank you

COLONEL BUECHLER: Wbul d Beverly M ckl ey
cone forward? And Mayor Doyl e cone to the mcrophone
pl ease.

MS. SAMRA JONES-BUFKINS: He's evidently not
here.

COLONEL BUECHLER: He's com ng behind you

MAYOR CHARLES DOYLE: Col onel Buechl er.
Texas City has a vision for the 21st Century. W want to
build a container nega port at Shoal Point. W don't want
to build it there because it's just in Texas City. W
think that the whole Gal veston Bay area shoul d be | ooked
at as one unit and pl anned and devel oped as a regi ona
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port facility area. W’ ve advocated that from Day One
when | was elected in 1990. W haven't got a | ot of
reception fromthat fromthe Port of Houston; but by the
sanme token, | think when we’'re dealing with taxpayers
noney, United States Government’s npney, we have an
obligation to | ook on behalf of the entire comunity.

Peopl e do business with Houston. They do
busi ness with the Houston-Gal veston area; and nost of al
they do business with Texas. | think that it’'s very
i mportant fromthe standpoint of Texas City that we be
given a strong consideration as an alternative site. W
own 80 square mles within our city limts of Galveston
Bay. We have over 3,000 acres dedicated to habitats, nore
than any community in the Houston-Gl veston area. W have
within the city over 500 square niles of parks. Some of
those are also habitats. So, we believe in protecting the
envi ronnent .

W are concerned that we get fair and
inpartial treatnent as an alternative site in this EI S
process. Wen we nmet with you on April the 21st, you told
us that this was the beginning of that process; and we
want to be involved substantially in the begi nning and
throughout its entire course. W feel that you can
construct a port of this size on dredged soil. W have
hired a consulting firmto prove that point. W feel that
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vessel crafts of 50 feet and above are denanded by today’s
environnent, not the future environnent. REG NA MERI TS
sailed into the Port of Houston in -- the Port of New York
and New Jersey to make that point |ast year, and now
they’ ve made a conmitment to deepen their port from50 to
52 feet.

Land-si de access inpacts are inportant, and
we want you to look carefully at ours because our proposed
site is not adjacent fence to fence to residential areas.
We have a naster plan and a | and-use plan and zoni ng that
prohibits that. And our goals for 2000 provides for our
i ndustry to spend mllions of dollars relocating
residential residents to other areas.

We're approximately -- we also feel that we
should minimze the inpacts to communities. W think it’'s
i nappropriate that Shoal Point and the NI A statenments
shoul d have any reference to our port without a ful
anal ysis that mght be detrinental to future investments
in our comunity and jeopardi ze our product -- project for
the future.

We feel that the purpose of governnent is
the health, safety and welfare of its citizens. W have a
comunity that has addressed that tinme and again. Cur
conmunity al so began with the Port, but we have the state
of the art in dealing with energencies that night occur
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because of a nega port. Texas City offers its resources
to ensure the full, conplete evaluation of Texas City
Shoal Point as an alternative and we have our consultants,
Joe Mosl ey and John Vicarman (phonetic) with us here
tonight to hear all the statenents made by these citizens
so that we can assist you in evaluating our site.

Thank you.
COLONEL BUECHLER: Marilyn Eiland pl ease

cone forward and Stan Krauhs.

How about Sanra Jones-Bufkins? Excuse ne.

MS. SAMRA JONES- BUFKINS:  Thank you,
Colonel. M nane is Sanra Jones-Bufkins. |’ma resident
of Clear Lake City where |'ve lived for 12 years. \Wile

have a nunmber of concerns with this project, I'mgoing to

stick to a couple of themthat are a particular concern

Several nonths ago, while en route to a
nmeeting. | was caught in a thunderstorm | barely nade
it down Barbours Cut Boul evard due to high water and

had a three-quarter-ton truck with ground cl earance.

Large contai ner trucks were creeping or stopped by the
side of the road because of unsafe conditions because --
caused by the huge volune of rainwater pouring out of the
Barbours Cut terminal into the roadway and fl oodi ng yards
and property across the street fromthe Port. The
vehi cl es that were noving caused wave action that probably
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damaged the subnerged property. Residents of Mrgan's
Poi nt say that kind of flooding is a commbn occurrence

during rainstorns.

The proposed Bayport Project, whether built
currently as planned or scal ed back, will increase the
vol ume and velocity of stormmater runoff in the

surroundi ng towns and be cause for the potential of

resi dence fl ooding. This growi ng, densely-popul ated area
already has a limted nunber of evacuation routes and an
ext ensi ve paved surface at Bayport will increase street
and residential flooding, nonpoint source polution and the
effects of tidal flooding.

At a tinme when Harris County is being
threatened with a | oss of federal highway construction
funds unl ess we reduce our vehicul ar em ssions, adding
t housands of diesel trucks and their pollution to the area
will not only danage the air quality, it could jeopardize
our ability to evacuate bay area nei ghborhoods safely and
in atinely manner during fl oods because we won't have the
noney to rebuild the roads. Please |ook carefully at

stormvat er danmage and the effects.

Additionally, in my previous enpl oynent
position a few years ago, | was invited by a Port of
Houst on enpl oyee to speak to the Anerican Associ ation of

Port Authorizities presenting a citizen' s perspective on
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t he Ship Channel Deepeni ng and W deni ng Project and,
specifically, the success of the Beneficial Uses G oup and
the I nteragency Coordinating Team That talk |led to other
presentations and resulted in the Wstern Dredgi ng
Association’s first technical article entitled "Overconing
bstacles to Dredging Problens.” | think | was
representing the obstacle. | found nyself in the unusua
position of saying nice things about the Corps of
Engi neers, while | was an environnentalist. | can’t do
the sane thing about this project.

The Port and the Corps did not learn from
t he Deepeni ng and Wdening Project. The manner in which
the Port of Houston has arrogantly shoved this project
down the throats of its neighbors and the taxpayers of
Harris County is a disgrace to the public process.
I nstead of acting like a 900-pound gorilla that can sit
anywhere it can, | strongly urge the Port and the Corps to
institute a nmeaningful, effective public planning process
repl acing the shamconmttee in place now and actively
including all affected entities and all Bay user groups,
facilitated by a non-bias team Only then and with the
input of all interested parties could a regional port be
designed with the best environnental and econonic interest
of the region.

Thank you for your time, Gentlenen.
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COLONEL BUECHLER: Would M ke Hendryx cone

forward? And Barbara Suber cone to the m crophone.

MR STAN KRAUHS: Hi. |I’'m Stan Krauhs.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Okay. M. Krauhs, go
ahead.

MR, STAN KRAUHS: M nane is Stan Krauhs.
I"ma citizen of the city of Shoreacres. |’mhere tonight
to state ny opposition to the Port of Houston Authority

Bay. | will begin by stating | support all witten and
oral conmuni cations that will be given by the Gal veston
Bay Conservation & Preservation Association and their
representative JimBlackburn. | amin full agreenent with
the points they have rai sed and ask that each one be
responded to in the EIS.

In addition, | want to enphasize two rel ated
itens, those being air pollution and the anal ysis of
alternatives in the Bayport site for the project. But for
the issuance of a permt by the Corps of Engi neers under
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, no navigation
facility could be constructed at Bayport. The geographic
area within which the Bayport Project will be built is
currently an EPA nonattai nment area with no plan for
conpliance by the 2007 federal deadline. There's not even
a regional plan of action for neeting the 2001 in terra
goal. It is unconscionable that M. Ned Holnes, with his
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various positions and responsibility in the conmunity and

know edge, woul d propose a project that will create new

sources of air pollution. It will also be unconscionabl e,
in my opinion, for a permt to be granted to construct the
Bayport Project before this is resolved, taking into

account all new em ssions fromthe Bayport.

So, what | want to ask is is that the EI S be
put aside until this larger issue can be resolved before
this project goes any further

Wth regard to the local air pollution issue
stated above, all possible alternatives for the site of
such a project nust be investigated. | propose that al
sites include other regional sites in the Gulf Coast in
the Port of Houston. Manager M. Corby, executive
director of PHA, in talking about expandi ng capacity

refers to, and | quote, "our hungry conpetitors across the
@l f," unquote. The conpetitor is addressed as the Lou
Del min New Ol eans.

New Orl eans is the reasonable alternative
site because the need for a new container facility is not
specific to Houston, only to the western Gulf of Mexico.
New Orleans is currently in conpliance with all EPA
regul ati ons and shoul d be given equal consideration in al
studies. To performan evaluation of the Bayport site
ElIS, the alternative of no action may be the best decision
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for the Houston area. Let’s |let businesses that nmake up
the Port of Houston and the magnificence of the free
mar ket system determi ne the course of comrerce without
interference by the Port of Houston Authority and w t hout
ny tax dollars.

Thank you.
COLONEL BUECHLER: |'1l probably butcher
this last name George Paulissen, P-a-u-c-i-s-s-e-n (sic),

possi bly. Barbara Suber cone to the nicrophone.

M5. BARBARA SUBER: M nane is Barbara
Suber. | live in Bay Colony, a subdivision of La Porte
| ocated on the north bank of the Bayport Channel. |t has
been hard to select the nost inportant issue to present

for nmy concerns, but | would like to address the

unr egul at ed vehi cul ar enmissions. Wile there may be sone
mtigation of the other concerns, | do not believe that
the Port of Houston Authority can do anything about the
vehicle enissions. Locally the proximty of the site to
Bay Col ony residences is as close as 600 feet; and schools
as close as eight-tenths of a mile is frightening in terns
of exposure to the emi ssions fromtrucks, trains, ships,
yard equi pnent, et cetera onsite and in the em ssions
corridor created by the trucks and trains traveling to the
site and then again outbound to their final destination

On a broader scale, long portions of Harris County, again,
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resi dents and schools will be inpacted by these emi ssions
corridors created by the trucks and trains. This will be
exacerbated by the prevailing w nds.

The em ssions problem has serious inpact in
several areas, health concerns, |oss of federal road funds
due to nonattai nment of em ssions goals and property
val uati ons.

| don’t know who originated the statenent
but | find it appropriate here: Breathing should not be

hazardous to your health. Thank you

COLONEL BUECHLER:  Janes Suber.

MR, JAMES SUBER: Thank you. |’ m Janes
Suber. |'malso a resident of Bay Colony and |I'm al so the
presi dent of Bay Col ony Property Omers Association. W

represent approximately 130 honmes in Bay Col ony, and we're
all concerned about the new facility. W’'re gonna -- |I'm
going to tal k about three issues that are dear to us

because of our proximty to the Bayport Channel

First is -- has already been discussed as
it's the erosion of the northern enbanknent of Bayport
Channel . The second, of course, is noise and |ighting.
The third, which has not been nentioned is the shaking of

our wi ndows and wal I s when ships pass through the jetties.
Citizen protests against the original devel opnent of
Bayport Channel was snmaller or |ess because at the tine a
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ot of oil refineries prom sed a 300-foot green zone.
That has been nentioned. Now that green zone is gone,
practically.

We had finally gotten the permt applicant’s
attention to this problemin 1997. At that tine the
permt applicant says, "W will have a design in 98 and
we will probably inplement that design during the year
1998. "

In 1998, we did not even get a design. This
is 1999. W still don’'t have a design. So, be carefu
what a project applicant tells you

The erosion we're discussing is due to
passi ng of ships. There may be sone snall conponent of
that erosion that’s due to natural weather conditions, but
we estimate less than 5 percent -- contributes less than 5
percent to the erosion. So, it’'s passage of ships; and as
ships are added with this new project, so will the erosion
i ncrease.

The next itemis noise and |lighting. And
many folks thinks -- think this is sinmply a nuisance item
Let nme tell you, it’s not. This brings to nind
mai nt enance dredgi ng which occurred in May and June of
1989. This was a 24-hour operation which involved a |arge
dredge nachine, |arge diesel engine and several snal
tugs, or whatever, with snaller diesel engines; and they
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went all night long, beep-beep on the horns, whine of the
smal | engi nes.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Beverly -- Beverly
M ckl ey.

MS. BEVERLY M CKLEY: H . |'m Beverly
Stills and ’'m 13 and | live on Galveston Bay sailing. |
i ke swinmng, fishing and just enjoying life around here.
| " mopposed to the Port expansi on because that way of life
woul d be changed. |’ m here because |I'm one of the younger
peopl e here who will be around to see the effects and know
the detrinent on nature it will have, as well as on way of
life. Beauty -- nature and beauty of the way of life
around here is very inportant to all of us, and we need to
preserve it.

Just not long while ago | had to do a
proj ect on endangered brown pelicans. And, lately, out in
front of ny house, I’'ve seen themflying around; and that
has been such a relief to see the wildlife come back to
us. Here we are trying to bring it back. Pollution and
that cannot be allowed. It does not help. Seabrook and
La Porte are where | find ny honme, not ny house, ny hone;
and that should not be taken away from ne and nor from
anyone el se.

Thank you.
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COLONEL BUECHLER: Marilyn Eiland. M ke
Hendri x.

MR. M KE HENDRI X: Thank you, Col onel

I"mthe senior officer of the Texas Crate &
Yacht Club. It's a small group of sailors in Kermah, but |
think I also speak for thousands of recreational boaters

and sailors on Gal veston Bay.

Colonel, it is our request that the
Envi ronmental | nmpact Statenent | ook at the effects on
recreational boating because of this project. The
proposed terminal will have a devastating inpact on the
Houst on Yacht Cl ub, which has been addressed to you; but |
want to tal k about why that inpact affects the rest of us,
if | nmay.

The Houston Yacht Cub is really the
foundati on of recreational and conpetitive sailing on the
entire bay. Its location is unique, and its size allows
it to be the center of and really the linchpin for
hundreds of sailors locally and has served through the
years to be the center for sailing for hundreds of sailors
fromaround the country and the world. At first blush you
may say, Colonel, that it’s only sailing; and that can't
be very inmportant because there’'s not that many sailors
around. But | submt to you that that’s not true.

There are sone 7,000 boat slips on d ear
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Lake al one and, of course, that doesn’'t even address the
peopl e who bring boats to fish and bring their sail boats
down to Galveston Bay and the C ear Lake area. But
because of Houston Yacht Club, literally hundreds of
sailors of all ages conpete.

And | keep tal king about Houston because the
venue that it has, the place that they sail is right in
the mddl e of where the expansion's planned. Wth your
perm ssion, | have sone bl owups of pictures that ['1]
| eave with you; and they are pictures of young sailors.

For exanple, not |ong ago the Houston Yacht C ub sponsored
the U S. Chanpionship of Optima Sailors. They had sone
150 sailors ages 8 through 15 fromall over the United
States. And the race course that they used cones right up
to where the planned expansion and the new eastern ship
turning basin is planning for. In June of this year we
had the U S. Junior Aynpics; and the race course, again
was right there

Finally, | think that, Colonel, there is a
great effort to bring the AQynpics to Houston in the year
2012; and Houston will also be the source for sunmmer
sailing for the sailing events for the sumer events. |If
successful and we get it here, there will be trenendous
amount of sailing in the Houston Yacht Cl ub and they need
that venue and those sailing right there will be crossing
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in that area.

| respectfully request that you include
these issues in the Environmental |npact Statenent and
that you ook at Texas City as an alternative and that we
retain the economc growth by that and continue to enjoy
t he bay.

Thank you, sir.

COLONEL BUECHLER:  Unl ess Ceorge Paul i ssen
is behind the podium | propose we take a short break
It’s been about three hours, and nmy bl adder’s going to
burst. | pronmse we'll take about ten mnutes. W are
through with 60 presenters. W have just slightly nore
than that remaining.

I will read for you real quickly the first
six: When we return, Cynthia Evans will be the next
speaker, John C. DePaol o, Fred Scrivner or Shrivner
Schrivner, Kelly Reed and Wlliam Giffin, Eleanor Childs
I may have read an extra nane, but those are the next
group of folks on the |ist.

So, we're going to take a short break and be
right back with you.

(Recess)

COLONEL BUECHLER: Cynthia Evans. A |ast
call for Cynthia Evans. John C. DePaol o.

MR. JOHN C. DePAOLG  Thank you, Col onel
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My nane is John C. DePaolo. |'’ma 22-year union
| ongshoreman with I LA Local 24, Houston, Texas. | thank
you, Col onel, and the Corps of Engineers for the chance to
speak. It makes ne proud to be an Anerican to see
patici patory denocracy at work. | have -- here tonight.
| have served nmy union in the past as an el ected official

I’ man enthusiastic supporter of the Bayport
Project, which cannot go forward if it does not neet and
pass the environnmental standards of the | aw of the |and.
| have listened respectfully to all the issues presented
here tonight. A project of this magnitude woul d have a
nmul titude of simlar challenges wherever it is built.
However, American ingenuity and capacity for hard work
required to nmeet these chall enges are unequal ed anywhere
in the world, as the Corps of Engineers has so ably proved
during its history.

The question of return on investnent was

rai sed. The Port has al ways produced a healthy return for

i nvest nrent on bond hol ders, the taxpayer and a capita
generated into the regional econony. It has been an
econom ¢ engine for Harris County, and we have workers in

every district in Harris County and beyond. Wat | hear
tonight is; take these issues and challenges to Texas
City, to Galveston, to Freeport, anywhere but not here,
not in ny backyard.
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My issue that | would wish you to consider
was touched upon by Texas Representative John Davis of
District 129. This is about fanilies. WlIl, sirs and
madanms, | have four children to raise and educate. M
youngest turned 3 this past May 20th. Qur families and
children matter, too. Please don't jeopardize the future
of our jobs so we, too, can support our famlies and raise
our children. W have fanm |y val ues.

For every honorable fellow citizen that
spoke here tonight, there are literally hundreds, perhaps
t housands, of direct and related port jobs, small and
| arge busi nesses, whose futures are dependi ng on our port,
not | osing our business because we cannot accommopdate the
needs of our custonmers and soneone el se did.

We are working people; and while we may not
all be able to afford to have yacht club nenberships or
yachts, please, |let us have an econom c future to support
and educate our children with sonme reasonabl e degree of
dignity.

And, by the way, the take-out dinner
referred to earlier eaten while waiting for a Seal and
train to pass nay have been shipped in a Seal and
refrigerated container. Thank you

COLONEL BUECHLER:  El eanor Childs and
Evangel i ne Whorton pl ease cone forward. And Fred
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Scrivner, | believe. Are you Kelly Reed? Ckay.
M. Scrivner was not here. Go ahead, Kelly.

M5. ELEANOR CHI LDS: M nane is El eanor
Childs, and I'ma resident of Galveston County. And
resent the fact that all the negative effect of the
Bayport Project will fall on Galveston County and we have
no voting voice on this issue. Qur seafood industry,
estuaries, recreation and basic environnental issues are
at stake, and we cannot react. This is in regard to the
bond issue. |If the Corps of Engineers approves this
Bayport, if Harris County wi shes to inpose this
unnecessary burden on its taxpayers, that is their
deci si on.

W are not so naive as to believe that this
channel will not be dredged to 50 feet depth and w dened

as it has to happen to accombpdate the container ships you

want .

Thank you for your consideration.

COLONEL BUECHLER: |’'ve got a couple of
names here in front of ne. Eleanor -- | want to make sure
that those fol ks are not here, if they’ve already nade

their remarks. |Is Kelly Reed here?

M5. KELLY REED: Right here.

COLONEL BUECHLER: (Okay. Kelly, you're up
next .
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MS. KELLY REED: Thank you, Colonel. |'m
not going to stand here and list everything I want to
study tonight. | have nmy concerns docunented and |'m
turning themin as part of the record. Wat | want to say
is | have heard it said by the people for the project that
we are NI MBYs, not in our backyards. This is far fromthe
truth.

This project is not only an eye sore; it
will truly place lives at risk. Nothing in this world is
nore inmportant than the preservation of human health and
t he ecol ogi cal bal ance of the earth. Please set an
exanple for the rest of the world to follow by being
extremely thorough and fair in your studies of all the
i ssues.

In the past three months in the city of
Houston, there have been nine fatalities in autonobile
accidents involved with 18-wheelers. There alnost is not
a day that goes by when a tractor-trailer truck is not
involved in an accident in Harris County. Enough is
enough. Do not allow 7,000 nore a day on our roads. Rai
is the key.

It would be norally wong to pernit the
condi tions the proposed container port would inflict upon
the citizens, the wildlife and the upper Gal veston Bay.
Peopl e should not have to live in fear of breathing, of
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traveling with their famlies in autonobiles, or sending
their children to school on the bus. No one’s health or
quality of life is expendible, and no one has the right to
upset the delicate bal ance of the ecologically productive
upper Cal veston Bay.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Ranpna Shoup, Nancy
Dietrich and Natalie Ong, please come forward. And is
this WilliamGiffin?

MR, WLLIAM GRI FFIN:  Thank you, Col onel
My nane is WlliamGiffin. |1'mhere representing nyself,
nmy wife and ny three children. W live approximately 2
mles fromthe waterfront, and this proposed project is
about a quarter of a mle fromthe southwest corner of
the -- of the proposed project. CQur concerns focus on
several areas, including traffic, air pollution, other
source of pollution, including water pollution, quality of
life and decreasing property values; but | only touch on a
coupl e of those specifics.

Red Bl uff Road is a narrow, two-lane road

that runs east to west through our -- adjacent to our
nei ghborhood. It accepts and feeds an expanded three-I|ane
portion of itself that feeds up into Pasadena. It also is

the only access to ny nei ghborhood. There is no other way

to get to or out of my -- ny subdivision. It currently
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gets congested to the point where it can take 10 or 15
mnutes to travel one mle fromthe Taylor Lake Bridge to
State Hi ghway 146 because of its proximity to the major
arterioles in the area.

It is not inconceivable that 50 to 100 of
those 7,000 trucks per day will be using Red Bluff Road
either accidentally or as an intentional bypass to the
traffic on Port Road. Additionally, alnost all of the
cruise termnal traffic is going to use Red Bl uff Road
because of the secondary access, the separate access
pl anned for the crui se passengers. Wy should they have
to dally with all those nasty trucks anyway? The
i nevitabl e congestion will severely inpact our homes in
nom nal circunstances and during energencies.

Al so Houston experienced four out of the
five worse snog days in the country in the |ast year
This project will not nake it any easier to alleviate that
situation. To the contrary, with increased congestion on

Red Bl uff and concentrated source 2 1/2 nmiles away, ny

nei ghborhood wi || probably continue.
Two of my three children have already been
di agnosed with reactive airway di sease, which is the

precursor to asthma, now considering asthma does not run
innm famly, that has been generally indicated to the
doctor. Should they have to get used to the environnent,
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to the new environnent proposed by this project? | don't
t hi nk so.

Earlier tonight M. Holnmes referred to his
directions to his staff. The Port Authority has had nmany
nonths to review these options; yet the proposed project,
as it stands before you tonight, does not include them
Don't be distracted by these snoke screens. These things
are not before you because they are not real. They wll
not materialize. Those of you who have spoken in favor of
the port tonight will not suffer significantly if the
permt is not granted. Those of us who live in the area
have nothing to gain and everything to | ose.

A vast majority of the population in the
i medi ate area and a significant portion of the county as
a whol e do not desire this facility as evidenced by the
opi nions expressed here tonight and at all previous
nmeetings. W believe that devel opnent will adversely
affect the entire area, the quality of the air we breathe,
our safety on roads we drive on, our view of the night sky
and the beautiful vitality of the upper Gal veston Bay.
I"murging you to take all this into consideration when
devel opi ng Environnmental | npact Study.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Evangel i ne Whorton

MB. EVANGELI NE WHORTON: | am Evangel i ne
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Whorton, a long-tine resident of Gal veston and chairman of

Scenic Gal veston and the Friends of the |-45 Estuary.

wi Il introduce the remaining few of ny executive board.
W all cane to this scoping neeting. |If they would stand,
pl ease. Sone have gone. Scenic Gal veston, a scenic and

habi tation -- habitat conservation group, owns al nobst 5
mles on both sides of 1-45 -- between the Texas City
i nterchange and the Santa Fe overpass on this very nmgjor
transportation gateway to Gl veston Island. Scenic
Gal veston’s project since 1993 has acquired 98 percent of
the 900 acres of these spectacul ar marshl ands known as the
John Enerald Quinn |-45 Estuarial Corridor, and we' ve
restored maj or degraded parcels therein. W’ve raised
$2.4 mllion, all private nonies, except for $400, 000 t hat
the North Anerican Wetlands Conservation Act supplied to
hel p us purchase wetl ands for habitat conservation
Therefore, we proclaimthat our citizen nenbers and the
public users of our habitat conservation reserve are
st akehol ders in what the Port of Houston Authority does to
Gal vest on Bay.

We have a vested interest in Gal veston Bay.
Texas has | ost 8,400,000 acres of it's total estuarial
wetland areas. |In 1960, just 12 renmained. By the nid
Seventies, 35 percent of these marshes were | ost; and
sal twater intrusion has degraded nmuch of that.
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The productivity of Galveston Bay is
enornous and prinmarily due to its estuarine character.
Estuary productivity is directly related to the
mai nt enance of the bal ance between freshwater river
inflows and saline inflows fromthe Gulf of Mexico. As
channel depth and width are increased, nore and nore
saltwater is allowed to enter Galveston Bay. That
directly threatens oysters, blue crabs, brown and white
shrinp and nunerous juvenile fin fish

The proposal reflects a depth designed for
50 feet of channel depth. You can bet that the Port will
be requesting that depth at a later date. Scenic
Gal veston insists that the EIS includes a study of the
wi deni ng and deepeni ng of the Bayport Channel to 50 feet.
Gal veston Bay’'s at stake. There are much better sites for
a container facility than the Bayport, which is in the
upper fresher portion of the bay. 1In this case the
argunent certainly exists that Texas Cty Shoal Point
facility will have | ess environnental inpact than would
the Bayport facility. Texas City is already with an
i ndustrial area, not a residential one, as Shoal Point has
proved. A 50-foot channel has been approved for Texas
City as has the Port of Galveston and Freeport. This
Bayport proposal is a potential expensive route to take.
Scenic Gal veston and the friends of the estuary urge you
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to say no to a permt to Bayport.

Thank you.

THE COURT: Wbuld Billy Reed, Lalise Mason
and Christopher Guen cone forward. And would Mna Shoup
cone to the mcrophone. Nancy Dietrich

MS. NANCY DIETRICH. In the poem Al ways Have

a Dream Amandras advises to forget the bad, rejoice at

t he good but through all, always have a dream
Dreans are inportant in order to establish
the conmunities, businesses and the futures of our world.

The job that the Corps of Engineers is undertaking tonight
is extrenely large and serious in nature about the
deci si ons which are made, based on an Environnental | npact
Study that will set the course for the future and possibly
alter the dreans for several surrounding conmunities.
Dreans cone in many different sizes and from nany
di fferent perspectives.

The Port’s dreamis to develop a large
Bayport container facility, but those who live around this
proposed port have different dreams. These citizens have
hi gh standards for quality of life in their comunity.
These standards have all owed these comunities to devel op
their own character and uni queness. The proposed
devel opnent of the Bayport-container facility threatens
the fundanental structure that is the basis of these
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tranquil comunities.

The Port Authority proposes a project that
utilizes over a thousand acres and will generate a peak
general build-out at approxi mately 7,000 trucks, 2,000
cars and 8 -- 8,000-foot-long trains per day. The inpact
of this increased traffic will affect a very large area,

i ncludi ng H ghway 146, Red Bl uff and other interconnecting
pat hs, such as Fairnmont Parkway, Port Road, Bay Area,
Todvill e Road and NASA. As these paths becone
destructive, cars and trucks will seek out other
alternatives. The surrounding communities bolster their
smal | -town at nosphere. Due to this increased traffic

flow, fromthe | and-use standpoint, noise and lighting at

the proposed Bayport facility, it will inpact adjacent
nei ghbor hoods. Together with noise, lighting and the sou
of this nmobility, it will decrease property values in

certain areas.

Each citizen dreams of a future better for
their children than what they had. Therefore, the
children have a right to clean air. The Houston area’'s
al ready violating national standards for ozone.

Therefore, the amount of NOX em ssions and the effects on
ozone, Bayport container facility construction operation
cannot be overl ooked. This general conformty analysis
shoul d include but not be linmted to trucks, trains,
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cranes, ships and tugs. These diesel vehicles are a ngjor
source of the fine particle pollution, as well as
hazardous air pollutants. This fine particle pollution is
currently not regulated significantly under current Texas
law, but it can be deadly.

As part of these diesel enissions, there are
constituents beyond fine particles. An analysis of
current exposure and future exposure risk with the
deci sion of the Bayport facility nust be done on hazardous
air pollutants. The future health of our communities
depends on these issues being fully explored and anal yzed.
An anal ysis of deepening the Houston Ship Channel to

50-f oot needs to be done.

Gal veston Bay is one of the nore popul ar
pl aces for fishing. |If this balance is disrupted, not
only will bay juvenile fin fish be no | onger but those

fishernmen may no | onger be al so.

This project will destroy other wetl and
areas. Viable alternatives should be explored such as
Shoal Point, Texas, the utilization of Barbours Cut, the
Port -- particular expansion of the Port of Galveston or
Freeport as possible places for constructing the port.
Surroundi ng comunities are in agreenent that this quality
of life started many decades ago. These citizens in these
comunities want to continue this |egacy. The footprints
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whi ch we nmake today will not be washed away. The
deci si ons made based on the EIS will inpact future
generations. It is to this end the citizens of these
conmuni ti es comuni cate character and uni queness.
Al t hough progress is necessary, it should not be done with
detrinental effects.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: | would like to take the
time to remind folks that we're trying to limt our
comments to three minutes. Wen you hear the beep go off,
that nmeans if you have sonething new, please share it. |If
you don't, please wap your conments up.

Wuld Martin MNair, Paul Berner and Jim
Del ane pl ease cone forward and Natalie Ong cone to the

m crophone. How about Billy Reed? Lalise Mason.

MS. LALISE MASON. H . M nane is Lalise
Mason.

COLONEL BUECHLER: |’ m sorry.

MS. LALISE MASON: It’'s okay. |'man
architectural designer and land planner. |'’mon the
executive comittee of Scenic Galveston. |'malso with
the Gal veston Bay Foundation. |’'malso the current
president of the Gulf Coast Bird Observatory. |’ve been
followi ng this Bayport container proposal since early |ast

year and wei ghi ng what PHA representatives have said to
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us. A few key ideas, the Port not has a long history of
i ncremental use of our local air and water but for now
let’s just say that PHA really wants to do the right thing
and this time create an environnental |l y-sound, new
facility. Let’s look at the Port’s actions with respect
to their Bayport to the furtherance of this Bayport
proposal. In evaluating the Port’s environnental
responsibility to our tranquil bay, as nmany, first it cane
to the public’'s attention that a full EI'S would not be
done on the Bayport plan; instead, attenpting to get by on

a facility of this magnitude with a sinpler EA. This was

i mediately troubling to those of us who were paying
attention.

Second, when it becane apparent that the
full EIS would be required, the Port attenpted to propose

their own consustant, the same engineering firmwho had
been renting on Bayport to prepare this EIS. A third
party should prepare it if it is to be credible. Third,
we've talked a lot this evening about the inclusion or
| ack thereof of the 50-foot depth. The Port is w sely

designing, in nmy opinion, the Bayport facility to a 21st

Century ship draft standard. It will -- it would be an
injustice to not look at this and certainly any taxpayer
funds to do ot herwi se

| prepare land use on facility master plans
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professionally and | feel confortable in charging that if
t he whol e Bayport is |ooking at deeper draft ships, it is
equal ly irresponsible for themto not |ook at the 50-foot
dredge issue fromthe EIS whether it’'s on the boards or
not technically nandated or not at this tinme. The 50-foot
channel is potentially the single nost environnentally
di sruptive element in this project and nust be incl uded.
If it is, the EIS should also consider alternative
mnimze salinity change inpacts to all marine fisheries
in the perinmeter of the project.

The command anal ysis is excluded fromthe
current EI'S. It ought to be self-evident to this

comunity that the Port is doing a mininumto get by

environnental |y speaking. Actions, after all, speak
| ouder than words.

Fourth and last, | challenge you and the
audi ence to al so consider the environnmental track record

of our Port how vigorously in favor to this project you
may be. Colonel, | know we’'ve all broken the rules here
tonight. W' ve asked the Corps to think about a lot of
things. W could adopt a wait-and-see attitude toward
Bayport. To build a sustainable, environnental -friendly
and industrial container facility for the region is a good
idea. The problemof it’s being successfully inplenented
at this site who knows. Actions speak |ouder than words.
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For nyself, who just spent the fast five years assisting
nmy organi zation on a pro bono basis and pai nstakingly
rehabilitated 900 acres of abused wetlands, | feel alarned
for Galveston Bay and it’s natural resources.
Thanks.
COLONEL BUECHLER:  Susan Sedwi ck.

Chri st opher Guen pl ease cone to the nicrophone.

MR CHRI STOPHER GUEN: Thank you, Col onel
The first comment | would like to nake is
with the advent of the Internet, | respectfully request

that all Corps proceedings here today, essentially
official records and all future Bayport EIS, be posted on
the Gal veston website. There’'s a |lot of additional points
I would like to nmake.

One wetl and, as just previously been
mentioned, there’'s 209 acres of wetlands that are inpacted
by this. Pipelines, there's pipelines that crisscross the
entire project area. Petrochem cal oxygen and nitrogen
pi pelines and all the -- the easenent of these things need
to be anal yzed as well because essentially the Port is
trying to claimthat pipeline easenents are representing
legitimate greenway buffer zones, and | greatly disagree
wi th that concl usion.

Essentially, we need to have a contai ner
yard pavenent. Needs to be a world-class, heavy,
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| oad- bearing design. A rehash of the Barbours Cut design
is not acceptable. Hazardous waste containnent facilities
and/or other facilities need to be placed in detail in the
ElIS. | have seen no nention of the port providing a
hazmat teamonsite. Rainwater runoff, | don’t see
anything in the provisions concerning a surge pond and

treatment at the Gulf Coast Waste Disposal Authority
bef ore being released in Gal veston Bay.

Al arm system Texas City got into this a
little bit. Certainly Texas City has a very integra
alarmsystemw th all their industry down there. | don't
see anyt hing bei ng proposed here for the Port of Houston
to provide that. That would need to be provided since
it’s in aresidential area. Loading and storage areas,
you know, what -- what exactly are they going to do on the
paverment designed to curb spills and other types of
treatnent of hazardous materials. Barbours Cut, the vast

majority of their containers are hazardous.

Al so, industrial fire-fighting fol ks, none
of the local cities have -- they all have fire crews.
None of themare trained for industrial fire fighting.

Port of Houston Authority should provide their own fire
crew. Emergency response, again, what kind of energency
response system does the Port have for hurricanes and

ot her types of stornms?
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Met hodol ogy for stacking of containers, ny
understanding is they can be stacked up five high or 48
feet. Security, anti-terrorismprovisions, | don’t see
anything in there for that. Extensive traffic, | am
pun- -- traffic inpact analysis, all these anal yses need
to be done on a peak basis, not an averagi ng basis because
there's going to be a peak in the norning and a peak in
the afternoon. And that needs to be anal yzed.

The noi se i npact needs to be anal yzed,
anal yzed on a peak basis. There needs to be a Category |
truck inspection and weigh station. There needs to be --
and that needs to be done by the Port, not have Pasadena
and other towns do that. There needs to be nedica
facilities for quarantine, containnent of ship-born
di seases and ot her nedi cal energencies. There's an
out break of Japanese encephalitis in July of 1997. Wat's
going to be done to prevent certain other outbreaks?
There’s reptiles.

Essentially, there's nany federally
t hreat ened and endangered species in this general area.
Green sea turtles, the | oggerhead, the kenpley, Atlantic
Ri gby Sea Turtle. There's also the alligator, snapping
turtle. There's the brown turtle, and there’s the
Snai | dar .

Essentially, | think there's -- at a
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m nimum as far as anal yzing the channel depth, we’ve been
| ooking at doing this to a 50- to 55-foot channel depth.
There’s eight studies done on the 45-foot dredging.
think all those studies need to be done, this -- study on
this as well. And as far as economics, | nmean, this thing
is being built in Harris County based on politica
boundari es rather than the superior geographic boundaries.

And the operation and mai ntenance costs of
the -- of the port, none of that has been anal yzed. |
nmean, even assumng that they built a world-class port,
whi ch given their record is very nmuch in doubt, | think
that the operation and mmi ntenance | don’t think they
woul d be capabl e of doing. So -- and, you know, in
general, | think there should be an unbi ased econonic
analysis of all the port’'s operations; and | think they
woul d fail in every single analysis.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: M chael Potts cone
forward please. And Marty MNair.

MR MARTY McNAIR:  Thank you, Colonel. M
nane is Marty McNair. A lot of the issues that | had
witten down have al ready been nentioned by other people
tonight, and | want to reiterate that | support those.

As |I'msitting here listening to peopl e,
realize that | came here with a very narrow
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not -i n-ny-backyard nentality when | wote ny speech to
conme up and speak with you. |'mleaving here with many
nore issues to consider of which that | will wite and
submit within the allotted tine frane. One thing that |’ m
now sure of is that quality of life and ecol ogi cal damage
can never be replaced by economc inpact. You are charged
with a very difficult task of fully anal yzing the concerns
of our comunities. | have to believe that you're honest
men with famlies of your own and would not let politics
and bi g noney decide the fate and quality of our |ives.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Bob Herrera pl ease cone

forward. Paul Berner.

MR PAUL BERNER: M nane is Paul Berner. |
live and represent an area of La Porte called Bayside
Terrace. |It's less than a mle fromthis proposed
expansion, and | have filed our resolution in opposition

to the expansion of this port. | would like to say one
thing further -- and I'’msorry that so many have left. It
m ght be like preaching to the choir. But everyone is

assum ng that this bond issue’s going to pass. Now,
notoriously low turnouts on all bond issues is a fact; and
we, as a relatively small group, can have a great inpact
if we get out to vote and vote no. After all, Truman beat
Dewey.

COLONEL BUECHLER:  Tayl or Mbore and Terry
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Ayre please cone forward. Ji m Del ane.

MR, JI M DELANE: Thank you for the
opportunity to speak. Myst of the issues that | wanted to
cover have been covered by other people. There's a couple
of things | would like to bring up

First off, 1'd like the Corps of Engineers
to do a conprehensive air-quality study to determ ne the
potential air -- air pollution inpact of the new facility,
which means | would like to see a 12- to 24-nonth
nonitoring of the Bayport area as it currently is to
devel op baseline pollution levels and at the sane tine do
a study of the Barbours Cut area to determ ne what 3,000
or whatever’s coming out of there is produci ng and perhaps
use that perhaps as a determnant to provide data to give
an idea of how nuch added pollution will come out of this
addi ti onal proposed 7,000 trucks.

Another thing 1'd like to see is the Corps
of Engi neers do a conprehensive study of the flow patterns
inthe city. | knowthat's been nentioned, but 1'd |like
to see not just this this area but throughout Houston
I"d like to know what -- for exanple, how nuch drive tine
woul d be added to sonebody who perhaps is trying to get
down |-10 during rush hour or out |-45 or anywhere else in
Houston for that matter. |1'd like to know statisitically
how many acci dents and hi ghway deat hs can be expected on a
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yearly basis due to this large increase in the nunber of
trucks.

Also I'd like to see the Corps of Engineers
eval uate the nunber sites for this nmega port. | believe
Texas City or Freeport would probably be a good
alternative. Texas City is, after all, less than or about
20 mles fromthis, where this port is; but it's going to
make a significant difference how nuch is going to be
dredged, the inpact to Galveston Bay as a bay and estuary
system and |'d like to see the Corps of Engineers
eval uate that.

Al so, you know the opponents here have been
tal ki ng about the number of jobs this is going to create.
Yeah, it’'s going to create sone jobs. The thing about it

is whether it's built in Texas City or built in Harris

County, | nmean, it's -- jobs are going to be there and
we're not talk -- many of us travel over 20 minutes a
day -- 20 miles a day to go to work. You're not talking

about a great distance, and the job is going to be here.
Texas City is also a good alternative al so

They say 50 percent of the cargo that cones
inis bound for Houston; and the other 50 percent is 3,000
trucks. They go -- if they got all the cargo conming in
from Houston, they' d only get, basically, you know, 1500.
If they double their size, they’'d only get 3,000. So, you
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get a port here that can handl e outbound and Port of
Houston t hat handl es the Houston, you’'ve got it covered.
| don’t know. It seens to ne there's roomfor both ports,
and | think Bayport’s a real bad idea.

And that's basically all | have to say.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Ned Van Maanen and Susan
Sedw ck.

M5. SUSAN SEDW CK:  Thank you, Col onel
Most of the issues that |’ m concerned about have been
covered concerning | would like to enmphasize the 50- to
55-foot channel. | think this is an issue because it does
address future needs if this facility is built. The other
issue | would like to address is our ability for Harris
County and Houston to neet the 2007 deadline. Fromny
understanding, if we do not neet this, we will |ose jobs,
jobs, jobs due to the fact that we will not be allowed to
attract certain new industries; and also we'll be known as
acity that is not a good city to | ocate a new busi ness
to.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Bill Onsie please cone
forward. M chael Potts.

MR. M CHAEL POTTS: Thank you. M nane is
M chael Potts, and |’'ve been in the safety health
envi ronnent al managenent industry for 24 years. And an
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eval uation very quickly of this project, it |ooks like al
the risk factors for the comunities are going to get
worse. Many of the things that | address or have comments
on have al ready been addressed, but | have certain

techni cal issues with things that have not been addressed.

For instance, we talk about traffic |oading
and safety on 146 and Red Bluff. | think it needs to be a
regional traffic study, both what’'s going on and what this

i mpact is going to be, because those truck drivers,
they're going to want fuel -- they're gonna want fuel and
they’'re gonna want rest. So, they're going to be Nasa
Road 1 and Bay Area Boul evard and Kirby and anywhere el se
atruck is allowed to drive when not carrying hazardous
mat eri al s.

These trucks are not nmintained well
typically. Wen you consider your air pollution, sonme of
the air pollution’s going to be based on AB42 factors.
AB42 addresses point sources, stationary sources. You
need to consider the nobile sources, the sane types of
sources, source factors that are used in the devel opnent
of the state of Texas state inplenentation plan for
federal requirenents. And that can be obtained through
t he Houston- Gal veston Area Council. And not just AB42,
typically the AB42 is a stationary diesel engine.
Stationary diesel engines in nost of these facilities are
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very finely tuned notors. They are not allowed to
deteriorate because there are energency generators.
They’' re how we stop our plants, bring them down safely;
and the types of engines you' re going to be seeing are
di esel engines at idle under |load at |least 50 to 75
percent of the time that they’'re in our area. And so, the
air pollution factors there are this -- these vehicles
under these conditions are quite different than what is --
what are going to be avail able just under AB42.

Stormwater run-off fromthe roads and the
rails that are going to be manufactured fromthe
percentage of |eaking containers, fromthe diesel exhaust
deposition and fromthe fuel and |ubricant |eaks that
you'll find typically in large industrial environnent.

The destruction of non-native and ani mal plant species
including reptiles, rodent, insects, the noll usks.

The construction em ssions, we tal ked about
construction activity and construction traffic. W need
to al so address construction em ssions and the run-off
from construction em ssions, what environnental risk that
proposes to the wetland areas and t he environnment of
Gal veston Bay. Typically these things are not well
controlled. The risk frompotential violations of
environnental regul ati ons and what woul d happen on the
wetland -- on effect of -- of the wetland should the
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envi ronnental violations occur fromthe hazardous
materials that are being stored.

And then the operational viability of the
Union Pacific Railroad is being sued by the chem ca
i ndustry right now for it’s inability to transport our
materials. | believe one conpany’s got $25 million suit
against this one railroad for this purpose. And | think
that you’'re going to end up seeing the Bayport Terminal be
the storage facility rather than a support facility.

And | guess that’s really about it. Also

t he noi se, continuation of subject housing, | know that
the -- the study will involve noise continuation factors;
but this a -- subject housing is quite old in some

instances, and it’s not going to be the sane as the
factors as listed in your study posters.

Thank you very nuch.

THE COURT: Thomas Phel ps pl ease cone
forward. Bob Herrera.

MR, BOB HERRERA: Thank you, Colonel. | am
Speaker Nunber 79 for the rest of you in the audience.

Colonel, ny nane is Bob Herrera. |'mthe
city manager for the city of La Porte, Texas. |’ve been
asked to represent this extended conmunity of
approxi mately 34,000. The City has adopted a position
paper, which | will present you with. Many of the itens
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that were raised tonight, | can say ditto to for the city
of La Porte. The city of La Porte is naturally concerned
of the inpact of Bayport proposal as it will affect the
quality of our life for our residents and for our
busi nesses. W have several mjor concerns and
reservations. They' re broken down into maybe five ngjor
aspects.

For brevity, | will just talk very slightly
about each one. W believe the development will bring
about changes in our conmunity that are disruptive in nore
than just nuisance. W heard earlier sone individuals
tal k about real estate and what that nmeans to the property
that’s going to be adjoining this. That is a major
concern for the city of La Porte, and we believe it’'s an
area that should be | ooked at. Number 2, the proposed
devel opnent which will inpact the city of La Porte and
will affect the neighboring community. It’s very
important that if this project were to go forward that
sone effort and design work be considered for State
Hi ghway 225, 146 and all the major thoroughfares that
affect La Porte, Seabrook and the other nmmjor communities
nearby. This is a problemwe currently have today with
growth and we're trying to plan ahead for it; but if a
project of this magnitude were to cone in, it would be
very difficult for growh to be managed in any possible
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sense. Therefore, it’'s going to be inperative that the
Port, along with the Corps of Engineers, |ook at future
traffic problens that will come about.

We have tal ked about and we’ve heard today
that the proposed devel opnent will add significant air
pol lution issues that cannot be ignored. W know that
this area has sone problens with the NOX, and we wonder
what will that do for future involvenment in there if the
Port is allowed to cone in with this type of devel opnent
wi t hout any type of effort being addressed. Look at
di fferent approaches. Prepare a cleaner alternate
environnent. The Port of Houston should al so be required
to conplete an Environnental |npact Study and be perfornmed
by this group than required the Corps of Engineers itself.

That's probably one of the things that if
there’s a criticismthat we have of the port is that it
caught a lot of people by surprise. W’ re hoping that
when an Environmental |nmpact Study is done that the Corps
will continue to seek public input and keep all the
surrounding entities involved fromDay One until the fina
deci si on, whatever that may be.

And, lastly, the City's concerned with
proposed devel opnent which may be done in a detrinmental
manner. Changes’ inpacts nust be understood. W keep
hearing about the need to go to a 50-foot, and we
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understand that’'s what’s been asked in the application is
45, Let’'s just bite the bullet, and let’'s | ook at what 50
feet will do to this particular problem W'’ve also heard
about regionalization. The city of La Porte's positionis
per haps we shoul d | ook at regionalization and the strategy
associated with it.

We recogni ze your position, and we recogni ze
what you must do in order to nake the final decision. And
we ask that you conduct a fair and unbi ased environnent al
i npact study on the request prepared by the Port.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Tom Smith, woul d you
pl ease come forward? And Tayl or Mbore come to the

m cr ophone, pl ease.

MR TAYLOR MOORE: My nane is Taylor More
I live in Bayside Terrace also. 1’ve lived there since
1975. Kaboom | wanted to wel conme you, Colonel, to the
deathtrap i ssue. The Bayport industrial district has a

fatal defect in its design. The defect is it traps the
residents of these many conmmunities who have one way in
and one way out, especially the residents of El Jardin and
those comunities right dowmn there. It traps them between
the bay and these ol d chemical conpanies that are right up
next to 146.

In the event of a chemical upset, they have
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no place to go except down Todville Road or to go through
the source of the chemical cloud coming their way or the
explosion that hit the chenical conpanies.

We have had this |last year three nmjor near
msses. | don't have tine to discuss each one of those
near nisses with you, but 1'mgoing to | eave with you a
docunent which is sent to sonebody else, but it does
descri be each one of those three near misses. It is
al nost insane for these people -- for the port to put this
project right in the niddl e of a deathtrap and nake it
worse for the rest of us.

M. Holnmes is a nere nagician. He can raise
$900, 000 for a mayor that he opposed in the last election
in two hours at his house; but he can’'t get those trucks
out of there in the event of a chemical incident. What do
you think that a truck driver’s gonna do when he hears
that a chem cal incident has occurred at one of those old
plants? Do you think he's gonna try to take off and go up
Port Road through the chemical plants? Do you think he's
going to sit there in his truck and wait for the chenica
cloud to come to hin? O do you think he’s gonna try to
take of f down Todvill e Road where a couple of them have
tried | ast year.

My tine’s up. | have nore to say. |'Ill say
it inwiting toyou in aletter. Thank you
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COLONEL BUECHLER: Roy Heaton please cone to
the front. And, Terry Ayre, please cone to the podi um

MR, NED VAN MAANEN: He’ s not here.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Not here. Are you Ned
Van Maanen?

MR. NED VAN MAANEN: That's ne.

COLONEL BUECHLER:  Ckay.

MR. NED VAN MAANEN: Thank you, Col onel

very much for staying to this late hour. W really

appreci ate your willingness to stay here and listen to our
concerns. | was very concerned when Ned Hol nes didn’t
stay to listen; but then | was doubly disturbed when

during the break M. Kornegay, the executive director

took his leave with the -- wi thout having the courtesy to
listen to our concerns. His coment was he didn't need to
stay and listen to this.

This really shouldn’t surprise us because
t hose of us who have been | ooking at this project have
gotten used to this attitude, but you should consider this
attitude as you consider this permt. Mst of my concerns
have been nentioned, all except one. So, I'd like to
specifically put up there the issue of the econom c inpact
or the lack of econom c inpact of the 2012 d ynpic ganes.
Let nme explain.

I"’ma nmenber of U S. Sailing and a senior
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race officer with that organization. US. Sailing is the
governi ng body for the sport of sailing and sail boat
racing in the United States. |'ve also fish holed for the
sport of yachting at the 1996 Atlanta O ynpi cs ganes.

It’s well known that Houston is bidding for the A ynpic
ganes in 2012. One part of the bid is the inmediate
proximty of Galveston Bay, which is known as one of the
prem er sail boat racing venues in the United States.

For exanple, in just the next five weeks
Gal veston Bay will host one national chanpi onship and one
i nternational champi onship. However, if the Bayport
Channel contai ner port were approved and built, using
Gal veston Bay as a sight for their dynpic conpetition
woul d be inpossible. | happen to know U. S. Sailing would
take one | ook at the heavy industrial nature of the area,
along with the heavy ship traffic and veto the election as
an Aynmpic venue. Their negative recognition to that
woul d nmean that the closest possible venue for the eight
events that conprise the sailing events in the A ynpics
woul d be in Corpus Christi, if acceptable local facilities
could be built since they don't now exist in Corpus
Christi Bay. Where the current sailing facilities of
Gal veston Bay constitute a maj or advantage in Houston's
bid for the 2012 A ynpic ganes, the consideration of the
construction of the Bayport Channel container port would
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turn this advantage into a major and probably deadly
di sadvantage. This would well mean the O ynpics would be
nore favorable to other cities, which will also be bidding
to host these ganes. These other cities are ones that
have nade it a priority to maintain the recreationa
nature of their waterways for the benefit of citizens and
recreational sports.

Quick claim you can have this facility with
its pollution, noise, traffic, navigational hazards; or
you can have a first-class recreational facility for al
the citizens that mght attract the A ynpic ganes to

Houston, but you can’'t have both. Thank you again for

staying till this late hour.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Rawly Billingsley and
Wayne Ganbl e please cone forward. Bill Ohsie. Thonas
Phel ps.

MR, THOVAS PHELPS: Good evening. M/ nane
is Thomas Phelps. |'mthe presiding officer of the

Houston Pilots. The Houston Pilots are charged by the
state of Texas with the responsibility of protecting the
environnent and the infrastructure of Harris County from
maritime accidents. Mrre often than not, the Houston
Pilots are the opposition in the Corps of Engineers
permts for devel opnent on the Houston Ship Channel out of
our navigational safety concerns.
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Over the past three years, the Houston
Pilots have consulted with the Port of Houston on a
devel opnent of Bayport. W believe that the proposed plan
is navigationally safe and will serve the Port of Houston
well into the future. The Houston Pilots support the
devel opnent of Bayport as a passenger port in the Seabrook
area and they woul d rather see a passenger
term nal /cont ai ner term nal devel opnent versus nore
petrochem cal facilities. The controlled devel opnent of
Bayport as a passenger and container facility would be a
great boomto the city of Houston and keep Houston a
| eadi ng port in the world.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Jackie Tingle. LaRue

Bur bank. And would M. Chuck Smith come to the podiun?

MR, CHUCK SM TH. Col onel, gentl enen, having
lived one block fromthe Barbours Cut termnal for five
years, | have an obligation to informthe citizens of

Seabrook and surrounding areas that their fear of noise
and ot her disruptions are totally unfounded. | would
never have known the facility existed if | did not
personal ly turn around and | ook over about half a bl ock of
trees that were in between ne and the terninal. It’s a
very qui et operation. It's far renoved fromthe back
streets that the trucks run up and down during the day,
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and at nighttime you don't even know that anything s going
on. | could hear the high school band on Friday nights.
| did not hear that ternminal at all

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER:  Janes Wt son and Frank
Bl ake pl ease conme forward. And M. Rawly Billingsley.

MR RAWY BILLI NGSLEY: M nane is Rawy
Bi I lingsley, president Local 28, Pasadena, Texas. First,
| do hope that y'all will address the individuals’
conplaints for they did have sonme legitimte ones here
tonight and did raise sone concern nyself fromlistening
to them But | do support, along with all the nenbers of
Local 28, the building of Bayport. |If you do build a port
in Galveston, Texas City, these trucks that they're
tal ki ng about, they' re still going to come down 146 from
| -10 and H ghway 59. They can’'t kid theirselves there.
They’ re not gonna purposefully conme all the way around to
45 and drive an extra 30, 40 to 50 mles.

The Port is being blanmed here tonight for
the pollution of cars, trucks, trains; and we all know, as
you do, the Port has no control over pollution of
anybody’ s aut onpbil es or anyone’s trucks or anyone's
trains or ships, for that matter. The EPA are the ones
who control these issues. So, let's get on to the EPA to
get these cars off the roads or get themlegitimately to
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pass inspections. That's not y'all’s problem It’'s
soneone else’'s. So, let’s don't be throw ng stones at
peopl e who don’'t have any control over these cars and
trucks.

Were -- these sane individuals that we hear
toni ght speaking on this issue, were they here to conplain
when Cel anese put in this plant out there in their
nei ghbor hoods? Were y' all’s developers that built y'all’s
subdi vi si ons, were they concerned about the birds, the
deer, the squirrels and other wildlife that we're
conpl ai ni ng about here tonight? Did anyone conpl ain when
they built the towers to use your cellular phones wth?
They built them anyway. They built the subdivisions
anyway. They built Cel anese anyway.

| bet you sone of our ancestors conpl ai ned
about the autonpbiles taking the place of the horses, but
we're still driving those cars and those trucks and those
trains. W' re conplaining about the trains and the ships
and the cars. The cars were built in 1903, was one of

your first ones. They were definitely here before we

were, and we're still driving themtoday.
I had a whole lot nore; but everyone has to
give up sonething to gain a future for our children, our

grandchildren and their children. Change is evident and a

way of everyday life, and we all have to realize that.
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Thank you for your tinme. And long live
Bayport.

THE COURT: Robert Plaumann and D. Marrack
pl ease cone forned. Wayne Ganbl e.

MR. WAYNE GAMBLE: Thank you, Colonel. As
bei ng mayor of the city of Shoreacres, | do know of the
Bayport Channel. W have put into effect Resolution
Nurmber 9907 opposi ng Bayport. You should have all this on
file.

A couple of things | would like to talk
about tonight is the 146 traffic. Pulling fromour police
files today, we have had 11 mmjor accidents where an
injury has been clained. W have had 19 nminor accidents
where there were no injuries. Six of these accidents were
fromlarge trucks. O these accidents, that nain artery
keeps 146 shut down anywhere from an hour to five hours.
This last nonth we have had a major truck accident there
which lost his load. That artery was shut down for five
hours. At the sanme tine, when that artery is shut down,
Uni on Pacific cones right next parallel to 146 and shuts
down any arteries in that area. The intersection of
Fai rnmont, Choate Road and Port Road are our only accesses
to Bay Area Boul evard coning from 146. This needs to be
| ooked at in a serious way.

Al so, the next thing | would like to talk
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about, at the present tinme we have a problemw th our
pollution in the area. As you-all know, when you go to
get an inspection sticker in Harris County, you have to
get an environnmental sticker. | plead with this study
that we | ook at the pollution problemand not add to it.

Thank you very nuch.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Jesse Revis and George
Baylis come forward and Jackie Tingle. Are you Jackie?

MS. LaRUE BURBANK: |’ m LaRue Bur bank

COLONEL BUECHLER: Ckay. You're next. Go
ahead, LaRue.

MS. LaRUE BURBANK: First, am| too close?

COLONEL BUECHLER: No. You're fine.

MS. LaRUE BURBANK: First, Ned Hol nes
| eaving early is much nore significant than any other
i ndi vidual |eaving because of his promnent position in
this project; and | think it was inpolite on his part.

In 1962 ny husband and |, along with our
daughter, noved to this area from Langl ey Research Center
as engineers in Virginia. W inmediately | ooked for
property in Galveston Bay area. W purchased property in
Tayl or |ake Village where | have lived for 36 years. M
husband died in 1996. M daughter still lives here.

| live 3 mles fromthe Bayport basin and 1
mle fromRed Bluff Road. So, where | live is going to be
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very affected by this project. Mst of ny concerns have
been addressed, but | would like to stress that the EI' S
take into consideration the amount of idling tine and
pollution that will occur when all these trucks are
wai ting to be unloaded and al so on the backup of the track
will be on the arteries coming into this area. | would
like to say that |, too, have acconplished the Anmerican
dream | was born to North Carolina sharecroppers who
wor ked thensel ves up to being farmowners and able to send

two children to college in the 1940s.

| can’t |eave this podiumw thout giving a
smal | of fense of NASA's influence on Houston. | think the
words of NASA's first astronauts on the noon, "Houston the

Eagl e has |l anded,"” had a big inpact on millions in the
world that had never heard of the Port of Houston and
maybe and probably never heard of the city of Houston
More inportant, there are probably few people in Houston,
Harris County and surroundi ng counties that have not
benefitted fromthe nedical fallout from NASA s space
effort. | think that may be as inportant as the economic
i nfluence of the Port of Houston. That includes CT scans,
MRIs, renpte nonitoring, |linear set regulators for
radi ati on treatnent of prostate cancer -- you men can
shake a little bit there -- heart punps and so on and on
Most of NASA-JSC live in the Bay Area, and
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certainly don't like the disdain with which a few people
have spoken of NASA tonight.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Ray Burgess and Peter
Brown cone forward, please. Janes Watson. Frank Bl ake.

Are you Bl ake?

MR BOB PLAUMANN:  No. |’'m Bob Pl aumann

COLONEL BUECHLER:  Ckay.

MR, BOB PLAUMANN: Thanks for the
opportunity to address the neeting, Colonel. M nane
again is Bob Plaumann and | reside in Shoreacres and |’ m
the former mayor of the city. And |I'mal so opposed to the
Bayport Project. People have spoken about a | ot of things
tonight. 1'd like to cover a couple of itens that really
haven’t been covered.

One is low frequency vibration fromship
propellers. | think that the -- | amspecifically
requesting that the EIS include the inpact of |ow
frequency vibrations fromship propellers on structures
nearby, in this instance the hones of both Shoreacres and
La Porte residents whose hones are directly bordered by
Bayport Channel and are |ocated i nmedi ately adjacent to
it. According to PHA briefings, if you can believe them
ships will come all the way up to the channel to the
turning basin far west end where they will be turned
around for dock on the south side of the channel. This
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provi des for ease of departure.

This means the hones the entire |l ength of
t he channel woul d be inpacted. As a past exanple, | and
ot her residents of Shoreacres have personally had probl ens
with vibrations fromexisting Bayport industrials.

Vi brations from pi pe purgings and flares have been so
intense |I’'ve had to stuff towels in ny sliding patio door
to danpen the vibrations in order to keep it from shaking
apart. These were resolved by working with the existing
Bayport industries who nitigated the source of the

vi brations.

Thi s cannot happen and will not happen by
the ships since their major form of propul sion and form
will be rounded by the tugs required to turn the vessels
There have been various vibration Japan studies that were
done by the d obal Environmental Center Foundation and in

Sweden by the Departnent of Structural Engi neering and

Charles University of Technology. | tried to get copies

of these studies; but, unfortunately, | haven't been able
to do that yet. |If | can get them before the end of the

reporting period, | will certainly turn themin to you

The other thing I'd like to discuss is
somet hing that was alluded to tonight, particularly by
Ellyn Roof; and that is crine and the upsurge of
undesirabl e el enents. Nothing |I've seen in PHA [iterature
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to date addresses this concern of an upsurge in crine and
the attraction of undesirable elements in the area. Al
one has to do is tour the roads along the Port of
Houston's current operations in town and see the effects
of some of this. Bars, shoddy establishments, drunks,
prostitution, crimnal elenents and other could possibly
be attracted to this type of operation in our area. To
expose our citizens and children to the possibility of and
intensification of this type of activity in our areas is
not warranted and requires an inpact and evaluation. |
al so urge this to be included in the EIS.

And thank you very nuch for your

consi deration. One question, Colonel, will you accept

comments via e-nail; or does it have to be by letter?
COLONEL BUECHLER:  Sir, you can send them
any way you'd like. W' Il be happy to take them

MR, ROBERT PLAUMANN: Thank you
COLONEL BUECHLER: d enda Cox and B. R

Wllians, Sr., please cone forward. D. Mrrack

DR D. MARRACK: Mayors, council persons,
Colonel, I"'mDr. Marrack. | wll point out to you and to
the Corps that this area, the west side of Gal veston Bay,

south of La Porte had residents, weekend residents and
hones | ong before the aggressive intrusion of industry and
the Port. The 3 to 5,000 trucks going into the Port, the
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proposed port, each day wth i measurabl e stop-and-go
traffic would present a considerable em ssions probl em
Idling truck engines, diesel truck engines enmit three to
five tinmes nore pollution than the standard em ssion
factors predict. Further, each tine the truck noves
forward in the congestion, he enmts about ten tines nore
em ssions than | calculated fromthe standard emni ssion
factors of diesel trucks.

The state limtation plan suggests we night
be into conpliance for ozone by 2007. |It’'s quite clear
with the additional curative purging proposed or produced
wi || be produced by these additional trucks and the 2,000
ot her vehicles conming in for workers, many of them al so
diesels we will not be into conpliance. Now, that will
mean -- by 2007 and that will mean | ose federal frund
(sic) -- federal funds and there will be a contai nment of
new i ndustrial construction. They have nuch nore inpact
on us than anything that the Port has to offer on the
econom cs of the Houston region

Further, if we don't get our air cleaned up
we will continue to have an extraordi nary econonmic cost to

the health of our citizens. The Senoman (phonetic) report

of the city of Houston this year, it is -- like to point
out that the cost is about 2.8 billion to about 3 billion
a year because our air is so dirty. And that is an issue
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which will have to be in the -- addressed in the EI S
At | east one year’'s nore background
nonitoring data will be required of the air with four
nonitoring sites around it that will be nonitoring or
BOC s, BOLO or hazard air pollutants all 807 of them and
there will be area air data for continuously recording

systens. They absolutely deserve to be addressed in the

El S.

Thank you, sir.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Wbul d Ei nar Coerl and,
Kathy Pierpoline, P-i-e-r-p-o0-1-i-n-e, | think, please
conme forward as well as M chael Knives or Nieves. Jesse

Revi s?
MR, JESSE REVIS: Yes. Thank you, Col onel
My name is Jesse Revis. | cane here tonight
to listen to sone of themand share with you sone of the

concerns that you have here in this comunity. And
listened to a lot of remarks that were given here tonight

about the environnental inpact that this project would

have on this community. | share with you a |ot of your
concerns but not to the point that we should kill off a
project of this magnitude. | think the positive aspects
of bringing online a facility such as Bayport will have a

trenendous inpact in a positive sort of way, and it

certainly will outweigh the negative inpact.
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| don’t care what you do in today's world.

Anytinme that you are attenpting to build sonething of this
magni tude, it’'s going to have sone difference --
differences that are viewed froma negative point of view
according to where you sit. There are statenents that
were made here toni ght about the trucking. It seens to ne
that trucks are going to have a severe negative inpact and
you think that the air pollution that -- and that you will

see by the diesel trucks that are noving in and out of the

comunity such as 146. | just want to say one thing.
When containers cone in -- renmenber that the new Bayport
facility's only going to be an extension of Barbours Cut.

So, when a container cones into Barbours Cut, it will
nove down the line of the Bayport. By killing off Bayport
and saying, "Well, let’s take it on out to Texas Gty and

Gal veston," that’'s not going to solve the problem That
container still has to nove, and it’s still going down 146
whet her it’s in Bayport, Texas City or Gal veston

So, this is just a small area; and | just

t hought | would throw that out there for conment,

sonet hing to think about.

I"’mhere to really talk about the other side
of the issue, and that has to do with the workers. | have
been on the Houston waterfront all my life. 1’ve spent
about 35 years down here, and | know what it neans and
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what the effects will have on the working people on the
waterfront. W need this project. W need it. It
produces good-payi ng jobs for workers who woul d ot herw se
have no way of being able to provide for thenselves and
their fanmilies with the wages that they can earn because
of the collective-bargai ning agreenents that we have. |If
we take these workers out and throw them back out into the
job market, all we’'re gonna do is put theminto a battle
of where they' re going to have to go out and search for
type of jobs like MDonald s. And there’ s nothing wong
with that. But very few jobs exist for workers like this.

Where your concerns about -- | listened to
concerns such as ny yacht having to share the waterways
with container ships. | knowthat nmy time is up, but | do
want to say this. W need this project. | hope that the
Cor ps of Engineers can nove expediently, as quickly as
possi bl e and get as many of these issues taken care of and
wrapped up. And let us voters of Harris County decide
where this project needs to be, and that is we're going to
vote to bring Bayport online. W’ve got to have it.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: George Baylis, Ray
Burgess, Peter Brown, G enda Cox, B. R WIlliams, Sr.

Ei nar Goerl and, Kathy Pierpoline, Mchael N eves.
MR. M CHAEL NI EVES: Good eveni ng, Col onel.
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My nane is Mchael Nieves. | live in El Jardin; and as

everyone else fromEl Jardin has already expressed their

opi ni ons and concerns about this project, I -- 1'm not
unlike them | tend to | ook at that conmunity as ny
recluse, ny safety net, if you will, fromall the hustle
and bustle of the rest of Houston.

I work for the space industry. | could have
chosen any ot her place, probably; but, in fact, being
close to the sea was very inportant to nme and ny famly
Over the years, |’'ve seen gradual inprovenents in spite of
the fact that the petrochem cal industries have been
actually growing in the area. M concern with this
project is the fact that it’'s so big. You know, one thing
is to tal k about Barbours Cut; and there has been severa
peopl e making references to it in various ways. But the
fact is we're looking at a facility that’'s twice as big as
that and the magnitude of it in such a small area is going
to basically cause major inpacts to our lives.

My daught er goes down the street to the only
park that's actually in Galveston Bay, belongs to
Pasadena. Pasadena is basically a poor town. [It's not a
Houston. But it has a park there, and the residents
pretty nmuch keep it up because the City doesn’'t have noney
for it. Alot of mnorities go there fromlLa Porte,

Bayt own, Texas City because it’'s close in; and they nake
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use of it. M fear is that by putting the Port in such a
close proximty to the one and only park in existence that
the wakes fromthe ships are basically going to erode
what's renmmi ning of the beach area and the grassland, the
wetland just south of it. | would Iike the EIS to take
sone of those issues in consideration when they do their
eval uati on.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Janmes Mooring will you
cone to the microphone? WIIiam Radney cone down to the
stage or the center floor, if you will. Pete Braccio,
Steve Gallington, Jinmmy Sylvia, Caudia Cox. Let’s have
Ri chard Mrrison the Third, Captain John Ralston. WIIiam
Radney? You are --

MS. DI ANE CHEADLE: Col onel, ny nane is
Di ane Cheadle. | was Nunmber 118 on the list and | haven't
heard --

COLONEL BUECHLER: It’'s because | was to
M. Braccio.

M5. DI ANE CHEADLE: So, | didn't know that,
if I was mssed or not.

COLONEL BUECHLER: No, you haven't been
m ssed.

MS. DI ANE CHEADLE: Thank you, sir.

COLONEL BUECHLER: But you did screw nme up

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
(800) 640-3549 * (409) 762-2222



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

166
I don’t know where I’'mat now. Ckay. Pete Braccio is not

here. Steve Gallington.

MR PETE BRACCIO. |I'msorry. |'mPete
Braccio. |I'ma current resident in the city of Seabrook,
a past council nenber of the city of Seabrook up unti

this past May; and that is only because of termlimts.
And listening to all this this evening
think it may be a good idea that sone of our appointed
officials have termlimts. | want to state for the
record and, hopefully, you already have it in a file, that
the city of Seabrook, the Council that | served on passed
two resol utions, one of which opposed the expansion of the
port into its current -- into its proposed |location. The
ot her resolution was denandi ng a conprehensi ve
Envi ronment al | npact Statenment be generated. Unusually
t he proposal was only for the environnental assessnent.
So, the city of Seabrook went on record opposing the
expansion in its current |ocation and demandi ng a

conpr ehensi ve Environnental |npact Statenent.

Wiy did we do this? W did this because we
feel at the tine -- and the current Council ratified again
our resolutions within the past couple of weeks -- we fee
that the location of the proposed port is not a good place

to begin with because in that particular area you have

highly residential areas. True, you have a couple of
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chem cal plants that get in there; but that’'s another
story. You would have had three if the people in that
area did not get up and fight against the third, Iike

they're fighting against this port expansion in that area.

Therefore, the third plant -- and it was call ed CGoodyear
Chemical -- decided not to go there.
But the area is highly residential. There

woul d be significant inmpact to the citizens’ quality of
life within our municipality and within the surroundi ng
nmuni ci palities. It would have a serious inpact on our bay
on the waterfront. The proposed 45-foot is a farce. You
really need to |l ook at 50, 52, 53, fromwhat we were told
or they're building |larger and | arger contai ner ships; and
also the quality of the air would significantly be
affected

We believe that there’'s an alternative site,
and that site is Texas City. They want it. They're
asking for it. People fromthis area, from Houston, can
still commute down there and work. So, we absolutely have
a problem

One other thing I1'd like to point out. The
proposed use of sone of the Seabrook area is contrary to
our zoning laws. CQur zoning does not pernit that type of
activity within our city limts that’'s being proposed. M
guestion to the port is how you intend to get around that.
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I can answer that question for you. |It’s called Lindsey's
Senate Bill 1502. To show you the ethics of this,
Col onel , Senator Lindsey has a bill on file just waiting
to see what happens around here that's called 1502. What
that bill does is it allows appointed officials to bypass
elected city officials and rmunicipalities and conpletely
i gnore their zoning ordinance | aws and anythi ng el se where
they can go ahead and condemm property for whatever use
t hey want.

We highly suggest and we know t hat the Corps
wi |l give an honest assessnent of this proposal and see
that that is not the place for this expansion. Thank you

COLONEL BUECHLER: Pat Brant, Katie
Herranen, Kathy Herranen. | assune that’'s two different
people. Mchelle Martinez please cone forward. Steve
Gl lington, Jimy Sylvia, C audia Cox.

MS. CLAUDIA COX: You're a very patient nan
Everyone here is very patient. This is along tinme to sit
and wait.

|’ve sat here and, of course, all the issues
that have been nentioned were on mne and many were
mentioned that weren’t on ny mne that nade ne think about
them But the only thing | heard very briefly touched was
the flooding aspect. And | charge this conmmttee, the
Corps, to get in contact with the National Flood
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Association with regards to who draws up flood maps and
nmeasures these things to talk to the different drainage
departnents of the different cities, not just the area
that’s being proposed but the surrounding areas, the areas
of La Porte, Pasadena, Deer Park, Nassau Bay, all those
areas because we all dunp into the sane place; and we're

going to see severe flooding if this is approved.

| have lived in this comunity since | was
born. | am49 years old. | watched the Bayport area
develop. |It’'s areas that | used to play at. Wen | was
young, | used to lay down in ny front yard and | ook up
and | could see the stars and the clouds and such beauty.

I"ve watched this comunity alnmost rip itself apart from
the pollution where you couldn’t see the stars. You
rarely saw a star, nmuch less a sky full of stars. [|'ve
al so watched this community build itself back, revitalized
this area, bring back the stars.

Not too long ago | was out one night; and

you coul d see every star in the sky, just like | could see

when | was a child. |1’'ve watched this comunity cone
together again, and we will cone together. 1’ve heard the
word "conmunity" said here hundreds of tines tonight, and

we will do anything.
| went outside to stretch ny | egs and
wat ched a menber of the Port Authority verbally accosting
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soneone who was agai nst themand his comment -- and |’ ve
heard this said that they were saying this but | actually
heard it with my own ears -- that it didn’t nmatter what we
did, they were going to get their way. They were going to
doit. Well, I didn't realize the Port Authority ruled
the federal government and what’'s good for an area and
what a community wants.

Thank you for letting ne air ny problens and
nmy disgruntled aspects. | do hope you investigate the
flood zones. These people spend a lot of time -- ny
husband worked for the city governnent. He works on the
drai nage. Please talk to them about the potential of the
flooding. Thank you very rmnuch.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Di ane Cheadle will you
cone forward, Patrick Frye. Richard Mrrison, Captain Joe
Ral ston, Karen Mauk, Pat Brant, Katie Herranen, Kathy
Herranen, M chelle Martinez.

M5. M CHELLE MARTI NEZ: Right here.

COLONEL BUECHLER:  Ckay.

M5. M CHELLE MARTINEZ: M nanme is Mchelle
Martinez and I'’ma resident of El Jardin and though | have
stood before you in the past as a representative not only
for nyself but for my neighbors’ interest, tonight | stand
before you again sinply as a nother. As a nother of two
young children, | have been paralyzed with fear regarding
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t he proposed Bayport facility. The thought of 7,000
cancer-causing diesel emssions into our air is absolutely
terrifying to ne. W have the power as voters to help

pass stricter laws to protect our air and waterways from

polluters as to nake -- and to nake the penalties nuch
greater than what they are now. Instead of steeper fines
and a slap on the hand, how about mandatory prison tine?

As a nother, neighbor and a friend, | have
an undescri babl e fear for everyone in ny nei ghborhood
that -- excuse me. |I'msorry. | lost ny place -- in ny
area that has haunted by every -- ny every thought and the
7,000 sem s and the very real danger they pose not only by
adding to the outstanding air pollution but the massive
increase of traffic they will bring to our area.

According to Austin's Departrment of Public Safety

acci dents and -- excuse ne -- statistics division, in the
year of 1997 in Harris County alone there were 1,779
accidents involving semis resulting in 16 fatalities. In
1998 in Harris County there were 1,741 accidents involving
senm s, 15 of these had one or nore fatalities. The Harris
County DPS has just started a count for 1999.

In Harris County in a two- to three-nonth
period there has been 11 senmi-related accidents resulting
in 17 fatalities. |In short, for the last three years
Harris County al one has had 3,531 accidents involving
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sems; and the estimated death toll is 59 and clinbing.
In closing, | ask that you listen, | nean
really listen, not only to what | have said but to all the

others who will stand before you tonight and hear their
words and hear their fears and | ook at our children
After all, a lot of our fears have been an all too real
reality for thousands of famlies.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Wbul d Don Cook, Terry
Ayre, Chapman Antonio Silva, Joe Nelson would you-all cone

forward, please? Diane Cheadl e?

MS. DI ANE CHEADLE: Yes, sir. Thank you
My nane is Diane Cheadle. |’'ma veterinary technician and
wildlife rehabilitator. | work in Taylor Lake Vill age.
live in Seabrook. M husband and | have been in wildlife
rehabilitation in ny comunity for along tine. | wish to
object to the Port expansion for all the sane reasons

everybody el se has come up here and objected to, but |

want the hit upon sonething that hasn’t really been

di scussed.

The area that the Port intends to expand
intois the last remaining wildlife habitat in our area.
The area west of Todville and north of Red Bluff there are

two alligators and an abundance of other native mamal s

and birds. It was the intention of our city council to
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acquire nore land in this area to set aside as a native
wildlife habitat and park. This land would join with our
present Robinson Park and Pine CGully Park and add to the
Texas coastal birding trail that already exists here.

This was a very intelligent and far-sighted plan of our
city council to preserve what little we have left for our
future generations and to avoid devel opnent of these |and.
This has been in the planning stages for several years.

This port expansion with its 7,000 diese
engi nes putting out noise pollution, bright Iights 24
hours a day, 365 days a year is going to decinmate the
remaining wildlife and wildlife habitat that we have. W
will drive all the wildlife away and into people’'s hones
and yards. There will be nowhere else for themto go.
This is our last remaining wildlife habitat in our area.
The state of Texas is still the only state in the United
States that is under rabies quarantine. Al of these
animals, this wildlife bat, skunks, racoons are going to
be driven into people’'s yard and hones. There's nowhere
else for themto go. And potential dangers are there for
anybody that needs to handle them |If this port expansion
goes through, it could cause sone real devastation for our
native wildlife habitat.

Texas City, Galveston, Freeport are
wel coming port expansion. W don't want it shoved down
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our throats. W don't want it destroying our native
wildlife. There has been tal k about green belt berns, oak
trees, sound belts; and the suggestion of this is absurd.
This port expansion seens very poorly thought out,
self-serving froma narrow ninded group with no vision for
the provision of our community.

Thank you, sir.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Wbuld Tracy Lauritzen
Beverly Hamobnd, Rachel Hammond and Bill Scott al so conme
forward. Patrick Frye?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Thank you

COLONEL BUECHLER: Don Cook, Terry Ayre
Chapman Antonio Silva, Joe Nelson. Sir, your name?

MR, JOE NELSON: My nane is Joe Nel son

COLONEL BUECHLER: Okay, Joe. | just called
you.

MR, JOE NELSON: Thank you for the
opportunity tonight to give ny past history. M nanme is
Joe Nelson. |'mhere representing the Texas Oyster
Industry. | live in Chanbers County and a beauti ful
little comunity called Smell Point. To ny south borders
Gal veston Bay; to nmy north borders Trinity Bay.

| keep hearing Gal veston Bay complex. 1’'ve
got several things I'd like to talk to you toni ght about,
and I'lIl back up a little bit on the history of the Corps
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of Engineers. M start with the Corps of Engineers was in
1968 when they started the Gal veston Bay conpl ex. M next
was when they put a freshwater dam at Livingston. M |[ast
one was the wi dening and deepeni ng of the Houston Ship
Channel, also with the Wallisville dam So, | have a
history of public neetings and public input; but it
appears that the Corps will take the | east opportunity and
| ess subjective way to settle a situation. | hope that
don't hold true tonight. | hope that y'all consider very
strongly the proposal for Texas City and quit destroying
the Gal veston Bay complex in total and preferably Chanbers
County.

The problem | see with this going on
Chanbers County gets no benefit fromthe damage that's
bei ng done to the bay. | can go along with the gentleman
fromthe Port Authority earlier tonight. He says, "Well,
once we | ose this business, we don't get themto cone to
this port, it’s hard to get that business back." | was
out of business last year for five nonths. W don't know
what the ballast water or the ship wastage or what wll
cause our problens, but | still haven't got sone of ny
busi ness back.

| also heard the gentleman with the union
associ ati on says he represents 18 counties. | probably
represent about 24 ports, start with the Port of Mansfield

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
(800) 640-3549 * (409) 762-2222



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

176
all the way to Sabine Pass. So, |'ve got a pretty good
group of people, too. The statenment was nade tonight that
Gal veston Bay produces 80 percent of the oysters, fish and
shrinp on the Texas coast; and this is due to the fact
that we have with a freshwater inflow of the Trinity
River, the San Jacinto River and a river called Local Bob
and Doubl e Bob and because of the freshwater inflow we
have a very productive bay.

But we're very conpetitive in our bay. W
had one of the best quality bays because of the freshwater
flows. Oysters range from Aransas Bay through Sabi ne
River. W don't harvest Sabine R ver because of
pol lution. W don’t harvest that nuch south of here
unl ess we have a major flood on this bay; and once we get
a mgjor flood on this bay, it may kill our products. So,
we'd have to angle right to make our product profitable.
So, Galveston Bay is a conpl ex bay.

I’mworried about and |’ m concerned about
the salinity levels going to be raised in this bay. W
have problemw th predators. Wen we get our freshwater
inflows to the bay, got to kill the predators and

parasites. W have a clamthat grows out of the Ship

Channel . Wen the salinity conmes back, it comes back, it
becomes freshwater, it doesn’t kill it. He goes to the
bottom of the Ship Channel and lays there until it is --
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the salinity rises and they attack the oysters on shall ow
wat ers.

As you | ook at the Houston Ship Channel and
the salinity, it’ll have the sane problemw th freshwater
inflows Iike we had in "84, '89 and '90. Even |ast spring
when we had freshwater flows, you |ook at the nonitor and
the roads and the salinity there will be the sane salinity
at Port of Houston at Mdrgan's Point. So, what you're
having is a saltwater inflow that’s always going to be
com ng up the channel. As we go into our saltwater
intrudes, into the bay, we’'re talking 34 percent. W'l
have 8, 9, 10.

The Bayport Channel is a nightnare getting
ready to happen for the upper reaches of Trinity Bay. The
design of it, which we haven't seen a design of it yet but
just famliar with that area, work that area all the tine,

oyster, yacht club, Red Bluff and all those areas. So,

you know, | know what the saltwater does when it’'s plunb
up to Morgan’s Point, Cedar Bayou. |I'mfanmliar with that
area. | know what high salinity does. W lose a |lot of

our production.

There’'s no plans. W want to see a
mtigating plan for acre to acre along the Seabrook
Channel, | mean, Bayport Channel and we want this oyster
nmoved and this shell in and these areas nmoved to the areas
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in Trinity Bay where it’'ll get freshwater and get it as
far awmay fromthat Ship Channel as | can. And | hope you
put that in the EI'S statenent.

The other problem | have is salinity.
That’s our productive. |'mlooking right now in the Corps
| ast project that they approved for the w dening and
deepeni ng of the Ship Channel what they're doing at the
bottom of roads. The sane darn thing is happening right
now. As | said at the |ast neeting, when you stack the
dirt up, it’s just like jello. Wen it -- you nmx it with
water, it starts nelting and going. W’'re | osing areas
right now far reaches of what was designated as a squal
area. The area outside of the area now is done silted up
4 to5to 6 feet adjacent to within a thousand feet
outside of the retainer walls. Their salinity going --
ongoi ng on up to Cedar Cut across Sanders Reach and those
areas. Wat the Corps needs to do in its wi sdomon
projects that they approved, such as the one they ve got
Bol i ver Road right now, and see what the reaches of the
salinity and you shoul d never approve another open squal
deal in the base if it doesn’'t have a retainer all the way
around it to keep the sedinment fromspreading all over the
bay.

Y all’'s job is for econom c devel opnent, but
the Livingston -- the Livingston Dam done not hi ng but
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devastate this bay. Rollover Pass was another project
that devastated east Galveston Bay. The wi dening of Ship
Channel has done nothing but devastate this bay. So,
have not found one thing that the Corps has never been
involved with in this bay yet that | agree with that’'s any
magni tude as this around. The Freeport area, yes, we
knew. W knew. W supported those projects, but never
have | seen the Corps under a mass undertaki ng such as
this ever make a right decision for the benefit of the
ecol ogy of the bay.

Back to ozone and air pollution, there's
been a | ot said about air pollution. That it's worried
about the health of the air and just thinking there's six
species of fish that | know of that does not exist in the
Gal veston Bay conplex no nore. |It’'s not conmercial
fisheries because those particul ar speci es were never
targeted as a commercial fish. Sonething is destroying.
W' re | osing our plankton -- we’'re use | osing our
pl ankt on, the shrinp provision, year after year after year
after year after year to deteriorate. Wiy is it
deteriorating? |Is it because the air pollution fromthe
plants, the ships or what is it? There needs to be
somebody that takes authority and tries to find out what
the problemis in these bays and estuari es.

The -- | sure don’'t want to m ss anything,
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another five hours like y'all have. So, the two things
that | definitely want to see in the econonic inpact
statenent is the turbidity, salinity and air pollution
fromfallout. W’ve got to have sonething established and
we want to be guaranteed that once you nake these plans
and you're going to conme up and you say the salinity going
to run one part to two part per thousand, we want to go
back to historical data. And when we start |osing
product in those areas that we’ ve never |ost product in
high salinity before, we need sonebody to be accountable
for it and y'all Corps of Engineers for nmaking the w ong
deci si on, wrong nodul es or maki ng the wong guess.

The best thing to do, the gentleman stated
it very well and | know when | heard everything that’'s
been said here tonight, you put the good things on one
side and the bad things on the other side and | guarantee
you just what was stated here tonight you wouldn’t have to
worry about an economic inmpact statenment. You' d say,
"Let's go to Texas City Dyke and do it."

If what | read in the panphlets going around
here and the financial shape that Port of Houston is in
with the ambunt of lawsuits against it, | durn sure don't
want to be sitting in your position endorsing them when
they can’t take care of what they got.

Thank you.
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COLONEL BUECHLER: Tracy Laritzen

M5. TRACY LARITZEN: Yes. In reference to
one of the things that a man said earlier on that he has
lived in Morgan’s Point and he has never heard or been
bot hered by the noise, well, they' re at 25 percent
operation right now at Mdrgan's Point opposed to when the
Desert Stormstuff was transporting back and forth. Wen
| was there working at Boys and G rls Harbor, ny
children -- ny children that | called ny children, as
was a house parent, there was eight children in nmy hone
coll ege and there was eight nore hones. It was -- the
lights was (sic) so bright that it is true that there was
a lot of noise. And that’'s what the traffic’'s going to be
like at full force, not 25 percent as it is right now, for

this man sayi ng he cannot hear it yet, he can hear the

band.

The thing that I"mthinking is that |ike
somebody el se had said, the mass -- when it becones a mass
operation, well, then there is going to be the bothersone

noi se and the fact of, you know, being affected with the
pollution and all. That was just one part | wanted to
poi nt out.

Al so as far as the international trade
wanting to get that going and everything that this is, you
know, promoting national/international trade, well, we' ve
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already got the states lining -- or | feel like there's
been a | ot of negative occurrences with the NAFTA
situation. And | know that that’s not the sane to y all,
but there’s been a | ot of negative results. There’'s been
deat hs on hi ghways because even though we can't -- we --
those -- those foreign ships | guess are not going to have
t he sane nai ntenance regul ati ons as we have here and
they're still com ng over this way.

And who's going to pay for the oil spills
and the mai ntenance things and things that’s going on that
will affect us? They're not going to. They're just
transporting just the simlar, same as the trucking
i ndustries that are transporting on H ghway 59 that kills
peopl e, that damage our hi ghways. The tax payers of
Harris County and we're the ones that pay for those --

t hose damages, not the people that are driving those
trucks or maeking those transportations. They' re using our
roads. They’'re using our lives that they' re affecting
because as in the trucks the things are not regul ated the
sane. People -- the drivers are overtired. They' re not
licensed. They're going back and forth not sleeping the
regul ated hours that they’ re supposed to sl eep

There are a lot of things that are invol ved
that are affecting the laws in this -- this area. So,
think all of that should be considered; and | don’t
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think -- | nean, | agree with the beauty of everything,
but there is a lot of -- lot to consider as far as
pollution and the effects of Iives and bringing nore
things in on snall areas instead of a bigger area. W’ ve
already tried some of these things and maybe it wasn't
with this exactly, but it -- there has been sone negative
occurrences.

We cane here in the begi nning because ny
son, ny daughter were told that they would get a ful
grade added to their grade book if they would come; and
that was at 7:00 p.m M daughter says, "Mom we’'re not
| eaving until we get up and say sonething. This is
ridiculous. | didn't know this was happening." Now,
that’s an education for you right there. She's 14.

She’ Il have to go to school tonmorrow. | know all of you
have to go to work tonorrow. She wanted to stay. She
wanted me to say sonething on sonething I was aware of,
and she wants to say sonething to you now

MS. M CHELLE TREY: M nane is Mchelle Trey
(phonetic) and I’ m about to be 14 in Septenber. Children
nmy age and younger are the future; and if chenmicals and
pollution affect our health, what will the future be? |
nean, you got to renenber if the children are history, so
is the future

MS. TRACY LARI TZEN:. And thank you for your
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pati ence. W do appreciate it.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Beverly Hammond, Rache
Hammond, Bill Scott.

MR BILL SCOTT: M nane is Bill Scott. |
l[ive in La Porte with ny family. 1°d like to thank you
for the opportunity to speak to you about ny concerns.

I"d like to thank the audience for staying. There's one
iteml’'d like to have added, if | nmay, to the EIS that |
haven't heard this evening; and that’'s chenical containers
that will be brought into the Port. |’ve seen several of
them at Barbours Cut. These containers have an outside
frame in nost occasions are pressurized. They contain
chemicals. | believe the DOT requires those containers to
have rupture disks on themor relief valves to relieve
pressure. \en they release that pressure, they relieve
it and they relieve that substance to the atnosphere.

That’s the same at nosphere ny children have to breathe and

my fanmily as well as everyone el se downwind of it. [I'd
like you to take that into consideration

I"d like to respond to a coupl e of
statenments that were nmade by the opposing parties tonight.

The representative from Seal and said that the jobs that
his conpany created were real. 1'd like to respond to him
and say that the pollution that his conpany produces is
real also, and the cancer caused by that and the

Jana L. Martin & Associates, Inc.
(800) 640-3549 * (409) 762-2222



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

185
environnental destruction caused by that is real. The
jobs, the existing jobs out there now, the fisheries and
the tourismthat will be destroyed, those jobs are real
I think this project flies in the face of reason. It
flies in the face of logic and even good judgenent where
it’s going to be located, that is.

I think this project is a result of just one
thing and that’'s greed. | think this project is a result
of outside, selfish interests that have cone into our
residential community with the intent to plunder and
pollute for their own personal gain. | think the fact
that those representatives |eft early tonight proves that
fact.

I"d like to answer sonething by -- ILA by
t he way, these opposing groups can’'t fight on grounds that
we're fighting on, the pollution, the destruction of
envi ronnent of our nei ghborhoods. Al they can do is talk
jobs. That's all we heard fromthe [ ongshoreman’s
associ ation tonight was jobs. Well, they're from outside
of the community for the nost part and | will like to
of fer to buy each one of them a Houston Chronicle and they
can hunt for jobs in the classified section |ike the rest
of us do, if they lose their jobs. 1’ve had 27 jobs to
get a paycheck since |I’ve gotten out of college, and |’'ve
been a worki ng man.
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There's been sonme results here that they
would Iike to paint us as a bunch of Vol vo-driving
yuppi es, and we're not. W' re a working-class,
bl ue-collar community. The vast majority of the people
that work in the plants have to live in this area because
of the commute and the congestion on highways. So, we're
condemmed to this area. W’re not yuppies, and we have a
right to our community as it is w thout themconing in and
destroying it.

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: M. Scott was the | ast
card that | had up here on the stage. However, if there's

anyone yet here who has not nade a comment and woul d |ike

to, | offer the opportunity for you to cone forward and do
t hat .

MS. BEVERLY HAMVOND: |’ m Beverly Hamond,
and ny daughter Rachel is right behind nme. 1 have a

problemw th what R ch Couch said. This can be resol ved,

| believe, if you put sone nothers, sone sailors and sone
environnental i sts together. |f you put these kind of
people on the Harris County Conm ssioner’s Court or on the
Port Authority, you would find negotiation between Harris
County and Gal veston County to make this plan work in
Texas City or Galveston. These jobs are just as val uable
in Galveston County as they are in Harris County.
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I am not against jobs. | am not agai nst
good-paying jobs. M father was -- is in aunion. He is
a master electrician with the union in Harris County. M
father and ny fam ly have suffered through downturns of
this econony. M father lived in a trailer in Bay City
for years because that’'s the only job he could find while
we lived in the Clear Lake area. Wwen | went to college,
my mot her and sisters and father commuted to Bay City and
here and nmy famly used those food bank -- those | abor
uni on food that was available to help themthrough the

tough times.

I know what it's like to lose a job. 1’'ve
been through it many tines with my dad. | |ove the union
but nmost of these jobs will not be union jobs. Most of

this noney will go to the rich transportation owners, the
port owners and not to the little people that are working
the jobs. And if those jobs are so valuable and if this
plant is so valuable, let their private-interest noney pay
for this, not ny tax dollars.

I'd like to continue that | work at -- as a
former systens anal yst for NASA working for NASA
subcontractor. | have chronic-fatigue syndrong;
contributing factors, according to nunmerous doctors | have
seen is the pollution in Harris County. This huge port
will only increase soil, water and air pollution which
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will continue to contribute to the worsening health of the
residents. This illness that | have has al so been
di agnosed in four people on ny little cul-de-sac block in
the north side of Seabrook. And we have three people on
our block one that’s only 36 years of age with heart
di sease, severe heart disease at age 36. Now, granted

there are other conditions that may be influencing them

i ncl udi ng genetic and other environnental factors; but the
fact is that every one of these people -- there are al so
people with severe anxiety disorders; and as | said, there

are other factors that nay contribute to any of these
di seases. However, when these people go away and get out
of Harris, Galveston, this area, in every case their
synptonms decrease. They may not be cured, but their
synptons significantly decrease.

|’ ve been here since 1965, and Bayport was
not here in 1965 because | went from Seabrook to La Porte
on old H ghway 146. Now, the port in Buffalo Bayou has
been here much longer then they either built it in Buffalo

Bayou that the Port of Houston has let deteriorate but

build -- build this area in Texas City or Gal veston where
the -- where the ports are basically industrial

Finally, was on a Galveston ferry two weeks
ago as an inexpensive way to have an outing with ny

children; and it was a wonderful experience. W saw sone
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dol phins. It was -- it was just delightful. However,
there was a thing that concerned me. The ferries had to
go through -- they had to, you know, ferry through the
ship traffic, which was quite significant; and this was on
a Friday evening. And in your Environmental | npact
Statenment, | hope -- or your study, | hope that you will
research the fact that in this noncrowded or |ess crowled
time, there were nunerous ships waiting in the @ulf to
cone in. And that’'s another source of pollution that
we're going to have nore and nore shipping waiting in the
Qulf as they're waiting for their turn to cone into the
bay.

And | sincerely hope that you will consider
all these factors, and | thank you for your tine. And
here’s ny daughter with her own perspective.

MS. RACHEL HAMMOND: Hi. M nane is Rache
Hamond. |1'm 13. | stayed here tonight and to nake a
statenment. | am-- half of my childhood is here. Half of
nmy -- | mean, |'m 13. Wen | have kids, you know, |’ m
going to want to cone back and tell them "Well, |ook
where | did grow up."

And they're going to say, "Wat is this?
This is a Ship Channel, man. This is a dunmp, you know. "

And | don’t want themto | ook at that.
want themto ook at sonmething that was really
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interesting, sonething that's nice, since that’s where
grew up; and | want it to stay nice. | nean, | really
love it. And |I'’mthe future; and every other girl or
child or, you know, human being. You know, we're the
future. And as the future, | hope that you listen because
| really don't want this to happen

Thank you.

COLONEL BUECHLER:  Somneone else will cone
forward to nake a statenent or just cone forward? Does
anybody el se have any comments they’ d |like to nake?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER. W want to say thank
you.

COLONEL BUECHLER: Ckay. Then | would
reiterate, if anyone has any written coments they stil
need to leave with us, you can still do that this evening;
and if you don’t leave it this evening, obviously, you can
still submt that to us; and we'll be glad to receive
that. 1'd like to thank you all for attending tonight.

I"d like the record to show this this
neeting was adjourned at, | guess, it’'s about 12:25 or

0025 on the 18th of August. Thank you
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