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James Purcell has served as an Assistant District Counsel in the 
Galveston District Office of Counsel since January 2017.  Mr. Purcell is the 
primary Galveston District attorney assigned to the nationally-significant 
Addicks & Barker litigation.  He also advises on a variety of other civil 
works,  fiscal, and ethics issues.

 

 
Previously, Mr. Purcell served four years on active duty in the Army JAG 
Corps.  As a Captain, Mr. Purcell held various roles, including Special 
Assistant U.S. Attorney and Trial Defense Attorney.  Prior to active duty, 
Mr. Purcell worked briefly at King & Spalding’s e-Discovery center in 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

 
Mr. Purcell graduated magna cum laude from the University of Georgia 
School of Law.  As a law student, Mr. Purcell was an Articles Editor for the Georgia Law Review and was 
inducted into the Order of the Coif.  He received his Bachelor of Arts in History from Texas A&M University, 
where he was an ROTC Distinguished Military Student.  He is a licensed attorney in Texas (active) and Georgia 
(inactive).  
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