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AGENDA

= Shared goals
= Water Resources Development Act of 2020
= Opportunities for partnerships
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WATER RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2020

POLICIES Water Resources Development Act of 2020

Resiliency

Programs for Economically
Distressed and Rural

and small Communities

Section 7001 proposals

PROJECTS STUDIES
-Jefferson Co Ecosystem -Chocolate Bayou, TX
Restoration -Houston-Galveston, TX
-GIWW- Brazos River Flood Gates & CO -Port Arthur & Orange
Locks C tv. TX
-Matagorda Ship Channel Bty Y - .
Improvement, Port of Lavaca -Port of Victoria, TX

-Houston Ship Channel Expansion
Channel (3) counties

-Corpus Christi Ship Channel, TX
(deepening & Widening)




COMPREHENSIVE BENEFITS DIRECTIVE

 ASA(CW) memo on Comprehensive Documentation of Benefits, 5 JAN 2021

» Requires study teams to “identify and analyze benefits in total and equally
across a full array of benefit categories.”

» Broadens the benefit evaluation from National Economic focus to an equal
consideration of social, environmental, and regional economic benefits

» The level of the analysis will vary based on the magnitude of the change, its
relevance to decision-making, and the availability of data, tools, and
procedures to quantify or monetize the benefit or impact.

» Required Alternatives
* No Action
« Maximize net NED
« Maximize net Total Benefits
« Non-structural and/or Nature based plan
« Locally preferred plan, if requested
* May include:
« Plans that can be implemented without Fed involvement
« Plans that can be implemented by other Fed agencies




COMPREHENSIVE BENEFITS
-- OUR OUTLOOK --

Codifies several practices we’ve been using in SWG for 5
years, and opens the door to more

NOT LIKELY to change benefit-cost ratios; instead, will
recognize the value of items not in the BCR

Will take some time to develop procedures equivalent to
the NED procedures; maybe then we’ll see BCR effects

In the meantime, qualitative and semi-quantitative
analyses of trade-offs to be used

Focus areas:

Public health and safety

Resilience in communities, natural systems, and
critical infrastructure

Social Vulnerability

Regional economic effects

Ecosystem goods and services



Bastrop Bay, Oyster Lake, West Bay,
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DISCUSSION
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS



