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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
On May 17 and 19, 2016, public scoping meetings were held to provide the public with 
information about the preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and 
concurrent U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Feasibility Study, the proposed Project, how 
the public can participate in the process, and gather information regarding public questions, 
concerns, and issues regarding the proposed Project. Further information regarding the public 
scoping meetings is detailed below. 
 
1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND 
The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Feasibility Study for the proposed Houston Ship 
Channel 45-Foot Expansion Channel Improvement Project (HSC ECIP) are intended to identify 
and evaluate a combination of modifications to improve the efficiency and safety of the 
Houston Ship Channel.  
 
The USACE is leading this study in collaboration with the non-Federal sponsor, the Port of 
Houston Authority. The Corps leads the development of the EIS and their own Feasibility Study. 
The EIS preparation and Feasibility Study will be conducted concurrently to result in a single 
integrated Feasibility Study and EIS document. 
 
In March 2016, a Notice of Intent to Prepare a Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the 
Houston Ship Channel 45-Foot Expansion Channel Improvement Project, Harris, Chambers, and 
Galveston Counties, Texas was published in the Federal Register.  
 
The study will focus on the feasibility of improving navigation on the 52-mile-long Houston Ship 
Channel. In general, the entire ship channel will be evaluated; however, this study does not 
include deepening of the channel beyond 45 feet. 
Currently, the channel’s authorized dimensions vary: 

• From the Main Turning Basin to Sims Bayou, the channel is 36 feet deep and 300 feet 
wide. 

• Between Sims Bayou and Boggy Bayou, the channel is 40 feet deep and 300 feet wide.  
• From Boggy Bayou to Bolivar Roads the channel is 45 feet deep and 530 feet wide. 

 
The study focus will include deepening and widening opportunities from Boggy Bayou to the 
Main Turning Basin; improvements to side channels, the Bayport Ship Channel and the 
Barbours Cut Channel; and enhancements to the Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency.  
 
For this study effort, the ship channel has been divided into six segments: 

• The Main Turning Basin to the I-610 Bridge  
• The I-610 Bridge to Sims Bayou  
• Sims Bayou near the Washburn Tunnel to Boggy Bayou 
• The Bayport Channel 
• The Barbours Cut Channel 
• The Bay Reach 
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The study has several objectives: 

• Investigate improving deep-draft navigation efficiency to accommodate current and 
future, larger vessels 

• Evaluate ways to reduce vessel traffic delays 
• Increase channel safety 
• Establish environmentally suitable placement areas for dredged materials 

 
To meet these objectives, the study may consider any of the following structural methods: 

• Deepening and widening of the existing channel 
• Passing lanes to improve two-way traffic in hot spots 
• New turning basins 
• Jetty structures for shoaling reduction 
• Bend easings or turning improvements 
• Reevaluation of channel modifications approved and conducted under other study 

authorities 
• Harbor and anchorage of refuge for vessels to reduce vessel traffic 
• Dredge material placement for the 50-year period of analysis 
• Beneficial use of dredged material where feasible 

 
2.0 PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING PROCESS SUMMARY 

 
The overall public scoping meeting process consisted of the following elements: 

• Publishing a Notice of Intent to Prepare a Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the 
Houston Ship Channel 45-Foot Expansion Channel Improvement Project, Harris, 
Chambers, and Galveston Counties, Texas in the Federal Register 

• Distributing a public notice announcing the upcoming public scoping meeting and its 
location to newspapers 

• Distributing public notices by mail to federal, state, and other government agencies and 
officials, and other interested parties 

• Maintaining a website that describes the proposed project and lists public notices and 
opportunities for the public to participate in the preparation of the DEIS and concurrent 
Feasibility Study 

• Holding an interagency workshop with state and federal agencies to discuss problems 
and opportunities related to the project 

• Holding two public scoping meetings to provide the public with information about the 
preparation of a Draft DEIS and concurrent USACE Feasibility Study, the proposed 
Project, how the public may participate in the process, and gather information regarding 
public questions, concerns, and issues regarding the proposed project 

• Reviewing and considering all comments received during the comment period, and 
those received after the comment period to the extent practicable 

• Publishing the public scoping meeting summary on the project website 
(www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Houston-Ship-Channel-Expansion/). 
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3.0 PUBLIC NOTIFICATIONS 
 

Notifications were made available to the public through published notices and on the Houston 
Ship Channel 45-Foot Expansion Channel Improvement Project website. 
 
3.1 NOTICE OF INTENT 
The Intent to Prepare a Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Houston Ship Channel 45-
Foot Expansion Channel Improvement Project (HSC ECIP), Harris and Chambers Counties, Texas 
was prepared by the USACE and published in the Federal Register, Volume 81, No. 60, on 
Tuesday, March 29, 2016. The Federal Register notice is included in Appendix A. 
 
3.2 ADVERTISING 
Legal notices were published in English in the Houston Chronicle, and Spanish notices were 
published in La Voz announcing the date, time, location, purpose of the public scoping meeting, 
and the opportunity for hearing impaired or language translation services if requested. 
Affidavits of publication and copies of the legal notices are included in Appendix B.   
 

Newspaper Date of Publication 
Houston Chronicle April 22, 2016 

La Voz May 1, 2016 
Houston Chronicle May 6, 2016 

La Voz May 8, 2016 
 
3.3 NEWSLETTER 
The first edition of the EIS and Feasibility Study project newsletter (Appendix H) was distributed 
at the public scoping meetings on May 17 and 19, 2016. The newsletter included a description 
of the proposed project, project background information, the purpose and need for the 
proposed project, information about the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 
concurrent Feasibility Study process, directions on how to submit written comments, and 
encouraged the recipients to offer their comments. 
 
3.4 WEBSITE 
The USACE maintains a Houston Ship Channel 45-Foot Expansion Channel Improvement Project 
website (www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Houston-Ship-Channel-Expansion/) that 
contains project information, public notices, an informational video, and study status. The 
website provides members of the public the opportunity submit comments during comment 
periods.  
 
3.5 OTHER PUBLIC INFORMATION 
The USACE issued a news release on April 19, 2016. This was made available on the USACE 
Galveston District website and it was distributed by the Galveston District Public Affairs Office. 
The news release included a description of the project, as well as information about the public 
scoping meetings including date, time, location, and the opportunity for hearing impaired or 
language translation services if requested. The news release is included in Appendix D. 
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4.0 INTERAGENCY MEETING 
 
The interagency workshop took place on May 3, 2016, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., at the USACE 
Galveston District Headquarters, 2000 Fort Point Road, Galveston, Texas. The purpose of the 
workshop was to gain early agency stakeholder input as recommended by ER 1105-2-100 on 
the problems and opportunities related to improving deep draft navigation in the planned 
reaches of the Houston Ship Channel. 
 
Letters inviting stakeholder agencies to participate as cooperating agencies were distributed on 
April 19, 2016. Copies of the letters are included in Appendix E. 
 
5.0 GOVERNMENT AND TRIBAL CONSULTATIONS 
 
A total of 175 formal letters to local, state, and federal elected officials were distributed on 
April 26, 2016. Copies of the letters are included in Appendix F. 
 
Six tribal consultation letters were distributed on April 19, 2016, and Texas tribes were invited 
to participate in the interagency meeting. Copies of the letters are included in Appendix F. 
 
6.0 PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS 
 
The public scoping meetings took place on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community 
College Northeast Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m., and Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La 
Porte, TX 77571, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 
The public scoping meetings were held in an open house style. Upon arrival, attendees were 
asked to complete an attendee card and were provided with the first edition of the project 
newsletter and a written comment form. A total of 11 people completed attendee cards. Copies 
of the completed attendee cards can be found in Appendix G, and collateral and display 
materials can be found in Appendix H and Appendix I. 
 
Attendees were invited to view a narrated informational presentation and informational display 
stations around the room and discuss the proposed project with project representatives from 
USACE, the Port of Houston Authority, and AECOM. Display stations provided project 
background information and information about the NEPA and concurrent Feasibility Study 
process. The project information video presentation was approximately nine minutes in length 
and was played on a loop during the open house. A narration script is included in Appendix H. 
Project representatives were available to answer questions and have one-on-one dialogue with 
scoping meeting attendees. Copies of display materials can be found in Appendix I, and 
photographs of the scoping meeting can be found in Appendix J. 
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During the open house, the public was invited to engage project team members in discussion 
about problems and opportunities and ask questions. Attendees were invited to submit their 
comments in writing at the scoping meeting or at any time during the comment period via mail, 
e-mail, or the project website. 
 
6.1 PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING COMMENTS RECEIVED 
Two written comments were received at the scoping meetings. Several verbal comments were 
received in verbal discussions by members of the project team. Written comments received at 
the scoping meeting and throughout the commenting period will be incorporated into the DEIS, 
as appropriate. Copies of written comments received are included in Appendix K. A summary of 
additional, verbal feedback received during the scoping meeting is attached in Appendix K. 
 
USACE accepts and considers all comments throughout the NEPA process; however, those 
submitted after May 26, 2016, may not be represented in the DEIS. 
  



Appendices 

Appendix A 

Federal Register Notice of Intent 
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and Response Office Request for 
SAPRO’s Assistance’’ and DD Form 
2985–1 ‘‘Military Feedback Form’’; 
OMB Control Number 0704–XXXX. 

Needs and Uses: The information 
collection requirement is necessary to 
facilitate a timely response and 
appropriate resolution to inquiries from 
DoD sexual assault victims/survivors, 
support personnel and others. 
Collection of this information promotes 
victim recovery. 

Affected Public: Individuals or 
Households. 

Annual Burden Hours: 15. 
Number of Respondents: 30. 
Responses per Respondent: 1. 
Annual Responses: 30. 
Average Burden per Response: 30 

minutes. 
Frequency: On occasion. 
This information collection is used to 

support victims and survivors of sexual 
assault in their recovery and to maintain 
a database of inquiries that documents 
the nature and status of inquiries in 
order to provide adequate follow-up 
services and inform sexual assault 
prevention and response program and 
policy improvements. 

Dated: March 24, 2016. 
Aaron Siegel, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense. 
[FR Doc. 2016–07029 Filed 3–28–16; 8:45 am] 

Department of the Army, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, DoD. 

Notice of intent. 

The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) intends to prepare 
an environmental impact statement 
(EIS) for the Houston Ship Channel 45- 
Foot Expansion Channel Improvement 
Project (HSC ECIP), Harris and 
Chambers Counties, Texas. 

This study will identify and evaluate 
a combination of modifications to the 
HSC to improve the efficiency and 
safety of the HSC system. A 905(b) 
report recommending a cost shared 
feasibility-level study was approved on 
September 22, 2015. 

See 
section for scoping meeting dates. 

Questions concerning the draft EIS 
should be addressed to Ms. Tammy 
Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 
60267, New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; 
telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 
862–1583; or by email: 
tammy.h.gilmore@usace.army.mil. 

1. Authority. Public Law 91–611; Title 
II—Flood Control Act of 1970, Section 
216 dated December 31, 1970. The study 
is being performed in response to the 
standing authority of Section 216 of the 
Flood Control Act of 1970, as amended. 

2. Proposed Action. In general, the 
entire HSC will be evaluated for up to 
date current and projected vessel size 
and traffic. The study focus will include 
deepening and widening opportunities 
of the upper reach of the HSC referred 
to as Boggy Bayou to the Main Turning 
Basin; improvements to side channels, 
Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s 
Cut Channel; and Galveston Bay Reach 
safety and efficiency enhancements. 
Details of the study include the 
following 5 separable elements: 

HSC—Boggy Bayou to I–610 Bridge: 
This analysis would evaluate deepening 
and widening the 8-mile portion of the 
HSC from Boggy Bayou to the Interstate 
610 Bridge (mile 40 to mile 48) to a 
depth beyond the existing 40 feet (Boggy 
Bayou to Sims Bayou) and a width 
greater than the existing 300 feet (in 50- 
foot increments) and possibly 
improvements to turning basin and 
mooring areas. 

HSC—I–610 Bridge to Main Turning 
Basin: This analysis would evaluate the 
deepening and widening of the 4-mile 
portion of the HSC from the Interstate I– 
610 Bridge to the Main Turning Basin 
(mile 48 to mile 52) to a depth beyond 
the existing 36 feet (in 2-foot 
increments), a new turning basin near 
Brays Bayou, and revisit dimensions of 
existing turning basins and mooring 
areas. 

Bayport Ship Channel: The 4.1 mile 
long Bayport Ship Channel is currently 
authorized to a depth of 40 feet. The 
Port of Houston Authority (PHA) has the 
authority under 33 U.S.C. Section 408 to 
deepen the channel to 45 feet and widen 
the bay portions of the channel 100 feet 
and widen the constricted portion of the 
channel within the land cut 50 feet. 
This analysis would evaluate whether to 
include the PHA’s channel deepening 
for Federal authorization. The analysis 
would also evaluate widening to a 
width greater than 350 feet (25-foot 
increments). Other opportunities in this 
area are to evaluate the need for open 
water turning basin, and adding jetty/ 

structures for minimizing shoaling and 
flare improvements. 

Barbours Cut Channel: The 1.1 mile 
long Barbour’s Cut Channel is currently 
authorized to a depth of 40 feet. The 
PHA has the authority, under 33 U.S.C. 
Section 408, to deepen the channel to 45 
feet. This analysis would evaluate 
whether to include the PHA’s channel 
deepening for Federal authorization. 
The analysis would also evaluate 
widening to a width greater than 300 
feet (25-foot increments). Other 
opportunities in this area are to evaluate 
the need for open water turning basin 
and flare improvements. 

Bay-reach safety and efficiency 
enhancements: This analysis would 
evaluate whether to construct an 
anchorage basin in or near Galveston 
Bay, the need of selectively widening 
the existing 530 feet wide HSC to 
develop passing lanes or improved 
vessel meeting opportunities; evaluate 
improvements to channel turns and 
bends; and evaluate the depth of the 
existing barge lanes. 

3. Public Involvement. Public 
involvement, an essential part of the 
NEPA process, is integral to assessing 
the environmental consequences of the 
proposed action and improving the 
quality of the environmental decision 
making. The public includes affected 
and interested Federal, state, and local 
agencies, Indian tribes, concerned 
citizens, stakeholders, and other 
interested parties. Public participation 
in the EIS process will be strongly 
encouraged, both formally and 
informally, to enhance the probability of 
a more technically accurate, 
economically feasible, and socially 
acceptable EIS. Public involvement will 
include, but is not limited to: 
Information dissemination; 
identification of problems, needs and 
opportunities; idea generation; public 
education; problem solving; providing 
feedback on proposals; evaluation of 
alternatives; conflict resolution; public 
and scoping notices and meetings; 
public, stakeholder and advisory groups 
consultation and meetings; and making 
the EIS and supporting information 
readily available in conveniently 
located places, such as libraries and on 
the world wide web. 

4. Scoping. Scoping, an early and 
open process for identifying the scope of 
significant issues related to the 
proposed action to be addressed in the 
EIS, will be used to: (a) Identify the 
affected public and agency concerns; (b) 
facilitate an efficient EIS preparation 
process; (c) define the issues and 
alternatives that will be examined in 
detail in the EIS; and (d) save time in 
the overall process by helping to ensure 
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that the draft EIS adequately addresses 
relevant issues. A Scoping Meeting 
Notice announcing the locations, dates 
and times for scoping meetings is 
anticipated to be posted on the PHA and 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Web sites 
and published in the local newspaper in 
April 2016. 

5. Coordination. The USACE and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
have formally committed to work 
together to conserve, protect, and restore 
fish and wildlife resources while 
ensuring environmental sustainability of 
our Nation’s water resources under the 
January 22, 2003, Partnership 
Agreement for Water Resources and 
Fish and Wildlife. The USFWS will 
provide a Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act Report. Coordination 
will be maintained with the USFWS, the 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) and the Texas Park and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) regarding 
threatened and endangered species 
under their respective jurisdictional 
responsibilities. Coordination will be 
maintained with the NMFS regarding 
essential fish habitat. Coordination will 
be maintained with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
concerning compliance with Executive 
Order 12898, ‘‘Federal Action to 
Address Environmental Justice in 
Minority Populations and Low-Income 
Populations.’’ Coordination will be 
maintained with the Advisory Counsel 
on Historic Preservation and the State 
Historic Preservation Office. 
Coordination will be maintained with 
the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) to assure 
no interruption with navigation. 
Coordination will be maintained with 
the Texas Department of Transportation 
(TXDOT) to assure limited interruption 
to highway traffic. The Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) will be coordinated with to 
obtain Water Quality Certification. The 
Texas General Land Office (GLO) will be 
coordinated with on coastal 
management. 

5. Availability of Draft EIS. The 
earliest that the draft EIS will be 
available for public review would be in 
2017. The draft EIS or a notice of 
availability will be distributed to 
affected Federal, state, and local 
agencies, Indian tribes, and other 
interested parties. 

Dated: March 21, 2016. 

Richard P. Pannell, 
Colonel, U.S. Army, Commanding. 
[FR Doc. 2016–07061 Filed 3–28–16; 8:45 am] 

Department of the Army, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, DoD. 

Notice of open Federal advisory 
committee meeting. 

The Department of the Army 
is publishing this notice to announce 
the following Federal advisory 
committee meeting of the Chief of 
Engineers, Environmental Advisory 
Board (EAB). This meeting is open to 
the public. For additional information 
about the EAB, please visit the 
committee’s Web site at http://www.
usace.army.mil/Missions/
Environmental/EnvironmentalAdvisory
Board.aspx. 

The meeting will be held from 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m. on April 27, 2016. Public 
registration will begin at 8:30 a.m. 

The EAB meeting will be 
conducted at The Residence Inn 
Washington, DC Downtown, located at 
1199 Vermont Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20005, (202) 898–1100. 

Ms. 
Mindy M. Simmons, the Designated 
Federal Officer (DFO) for the committee, 
in writing at U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, ATTN: CECW–P, 441 G St. 
NW.; Washington, DC 20314; by 
telephone at 202–761–4127; and by 
email at Mindy.M.Simmons@
usace.army.mil. Alternatively, contact 
Ms. Anne Cann, the Alternate 
Designated Federal Officer (ADFO), in 
writing at the Institute for Water 
Resources, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, ATTN: CEIWR–GW, 7701 
Telegraph Road, Casey Building, 
Alexandria, VA 22315–3868; by 
telephone at 703–428–7166; and by 
email at Anne.R.Cann@usace.army.mil. 

The 
committee meeting is being held under 
the provisions of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act of 1972 (5 U.S.C., 
Appendix, as amended), the 
Government in the Sunshine Act of 
1976 (5 U.S.C. 552b, as amended), and 
41 CFR 102–3.150. 

Purpose of the Meeting: The EAB will 
advise the Chief of Engineers on 
environmental policy, identification and 
resolution of environmental issues and 
missions, and addressing challenges, 
problems, and opportunities in an 
environmentally responsible manner. 
The EAB is interested in written and 
verbal comments from the public 
relevant to these purposes. 

Proposed Agenda: At this meeting the 
agenda will include discussions and 
presentations on ongoing work plan 
efforts including: ecosystem restoration 
project prioritization criteria, ecosystem 
goods and services, and aging 
infrastructure and aquatic ecosystem 
integrity. The EAB will also discuss 
modifications to their work plan. The 
EAB will also hear presentations from 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on its 
sustainability and resilience programs. 

Availability of Materials for the 
Meeting. A copy of the agenda or any 
updates to the agenda for the April 27, 
2016 meeting will be available at the 
meeting. The final version will be 
provided at the meeting. All materials 
will be posted to the Web site after the 
meeting. 

Public Accessibility to the Meeting: 
Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552b, as amended, 
and 41 CFR 102–3.140 through 102– 
3.165, and subject to the availability of 
space, this meeting is open to the 
public. Registration of members of the 
public who wish to attend the meeting 
will begin at 8:30 a.m. on the day of the 
meeting. Seating is limited and is on a 
first-to-arrive basis. Attendees will be 
asked to provide their name, title, 
affiliation, and contact information to 
include email address and daytime 
telephone number at registration. Any 
interested person may attend the 
meeting, file written comments or 
statements with the committee, or make 
verbal comments from the floor during 
the public meeting, at the times, and in 
the manner, permitted by the 
committee, as set forth below. 

Special Accommodations: The 
meeting venue is fully handicap 
accessible, with wheelchair access. 
Individuals requiring special 
accommodations to access the public 
meeting or seeking additional 
information about public access 
procedures, should contact Ms. 
Simmons, the committee DFO, or Ms. 
Cann, the ADFO, at the email addresses 
or telephone numbers listed in the 

section, 
at least five (5) business days prior to 
the meeting so that appropriate 
arrangements can be made. 

Written Comments or Statements: 
Pursuant to 41 CFR 102–3.105(j) and 
102–3.140 and section 10(a)(3) of the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, the 
public or interested organizations may 
submit written comments or statements 
to the EAB about its mission and/or the 
topics to be addressed in this public 
meeting. Written comments or 
statements should be submitted to Ms. 
Simmons, the committee DFO, or Ms. 
Cann, the committee ADFO, via 
electronic mail, the preferred mode of 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 

 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS 
 

Houston Ship Channel 45-Foot Expansion Channel Improvement Project 

(HSC ECIP) 

Harris, Chambers, and Galveston Counties, Texas 

 
INITIATION OF STUDY AND STATUS. On March 29, 2016, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) published a notice of intent to prepare an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the Houston Ship Channel 45-Foot Expansion Channel Improvement 
Project (HSC ECIP) in Harris, Chambers, and Galveston Counties, Texas, which will 
study the feasibility of improvements to the HSC. This study will identify and evaluate a 
combination of modifications to the HSC to improve the navigation efficiency and safety 
of the HSC system. A 905(b) report recommending a cost shared feasibility- level study in 
accordance with the Planning Guidance Notebook (ER 1105-2-100) was approved on 
September 22, 2015. 
 
FOCUS OF STUDY. The study will focus on examining the feasibility of improving 
navigation on the HSC. The study area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. 
The HSC extends from Bolivar Roads at the mouth of Galveston Bay and up Buffalo 
Bayou, ending four miles east of downtown Houston at the Turning Basin Terminal. The 
proposed study area is located in Harris, Chambers, and Galveston Counties, Texas, 
which includes the extent of the HSC. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include 
deepening and widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as 
Boggy Bayou (downstream of the Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at 
the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to 
side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; and Galveston Bay 
Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening of 
the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) 
and environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report 
as a result of the study. 
 
INITIAL SCOPING MEETINGS. Two public scoping meetings will be held on May 17 
and 19, 2016, at the following locations.
 
Tuesday, May 17, 2016 
5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Houston 
Community College Northeast 
Campus 
555 Community College Drive 
Houston, TX 77013 

Thursday, May 19, 2016 
5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Sylvan Beach Pavilion 
1 Sylvan Beach Dr. 
La Porte, TX 77571



 

 

All interested persons are invited to attend. The purpose of these scoping meetings is to 
inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and Federal FS processes, and to 
solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in the proposed 
study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In 
addition, participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations 
is encouraged. 
 
Public involvement, an essential part of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
Federal Feasibility study processes, is integral to assessing the environmental 
consequences of the proposed action, and improving the quality of the environmental and 
feasibility study decision making. The USACE will use this meeting to receive citizens’ 
ideas on the significant issues and impacts to be addressed in the analysis of 
environmental impacts, to help define the scope of the study. The USACE also 
specifically seeks the public’s input on the problems, opportunities, and potential 
alternatives that navigation improvements can address. All public comments received 
will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to NEPA and USACE regulations. 
Comments will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed 
project. 
 
The meeting format will be an open house, and no formal presentation will be made. 
Informational displays about proposed project will be available for public review, and 
USACE representatives will be present to answer questions and discuss the proposed 
project. Written comments will be accepted at the scoping meeting. 
 
The public scoping meeting will be conducted in English, and meeting materials will be 
provided in English and Spanish. Spanish language interpreters will be available to 
assist with translation. Those in need of additional language interpreters should contact 
the USACE’s Public Involvement consultant, Crouch Environmental Services 
(713) 868-1043, by Monday, May 9, 2016. 
 
Written comments may be mailed to: Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 
60267, New Orleans, LA  70160–0267. Comments may also be submitted electronically 
to HSC-ECIP@usace.army.mil. All comments must be received or postmarked by May 
26, 2016. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Questions concerning the draft EIS should 
be addressed to Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, New 
Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; or by email: 
HSC-ECIP@usace.army.mil. More information about the project may be found online 
here: 
 
http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/HoustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 

mailto:HSC-ECIP@usace.army.mil
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Master HSC ECIP Stakeholder Database

1

Stakeholder Category Salutation First Name Last Name Title Organization District Mailing Address: Street City County  State Zip

Elected Official - city Mr. Mercedes Renteria 3rd
Council Member District 
1 City of Baytown 2401 Market St. P.O. Box 424 Baytown Harris TX 77522

Elected Official - city Mr. Chris Presley
Council Member District 
2 City of Baytown 2401 Market St. P.O. Box 424 Baytown Harris TX 77522

Elected Official - city Mr. Brandon Capetillo
Council Member District 
3 City of Baytown 2401 Market St. P.O. Box 424 Baytown Harris TX 77522

Elected Official - city Mr. Terry Sain
Council Member District 
4 City of Baytown 2401 Market St. P.O. Box 424 Baytown Harris TX 77522

Elected Official - city Mr. Robert C. Hoskins
Council Member District 
5 City of Baytown 2401 Market St. P.O. Box 424 Baytown Harris TX 77522

Elected Official - city Mr. David McCartney
Council Member District 
6 City of Baytown 2401 Market St. P.O. Box 424 Baytown Harris TX 77522

Elected Official - city Mr. Stephen H. DonCarlos Mayor City of Baytown 2401 Market St. P.O. Box 424 Baytown Harris TX 77522
Elected Official - city Ms. Dana Colquitt Alder City of Beach City 12723 FM 2354 Beach City Chambers TX 77523
Elected Official - city Mr. Douglas Walker Alder City of Beach City 12723 FM 2354 Beach City Chambers TX 77523
Elected Official - city Mr. Paul Newman 3rd Alder City of Beach City 12723 FM 2354 Beach City Chambers TX 77523
Elected Official - city Mr. Raymond Smith Alder City of Beach City 12723 FM 2354 Beach City Chambers TX 77523
Elected Official - city Mr. Billy Combs Mayor City of Beach City 12723 FM 2354 Beach City Chambers TX 77523
Elected Official - city Mr. Jackey "Jack" Lasater Mayor Pro Tem, Alder City of Beach City 12723 FM 2354 Beach City Chambers TX 77523
Elected Official - city Mr. Al Burns, Jr. Council Member City of Clear Lake Shores 1006 South Shore Drive Clear Lake Shores Galveston TX 77565
Elected Official - city Ms. Amanda Fenwick Council Member City of Clear Lake Shores 1006 South Shore Drive Clear Lake Shores Galveston TX 77565
Elected Official - city Mr. Byran Hoerner Council Member City of Clear Lake Shores 1006 South Shore Drive Clear Lake Shores Galveston TX 77565
Elected Official - city Mr. Carlo Ianni Council Member City of Clear Lake Shores 1006 South Shore Drive Clear Lake Shores Galveston TX 77565
Elected Official - city Ms. Jan Bailey Council Member City of Clear Lake Shores 1006 South Shore Drive Clear Lake Shores Galveston TX 77565
Elected Official - city Mr. Vern Johnson Mayor City of Clear Lake Shores 1006 South Shore Drive Clear Lake Shores Galveston TX 77565
Elected Official - city Ms. Sherry Garrison Council Member 1 City of Deer Park 710 E. San Augustine St. Deer Park Harris TX 77536
Elected Official - city Mr. Thane Harrison Council Member 2 City of Deer Park 710 E. San Augustine St. Deer Park Harris TX 77536
Elected Official - city Mr. Tommy Ginn Council Member 3 City of Deer Park 710 E. San Augustine St. Deer Park Harris TX 77536
Elected Official - city Mr. Bill Patterson Council Member 4 City of Deer Park 710 E. San Augustine St. Deer Park Harris TX 77536
Elected Official - city Mr. Ron Martin Council Member 5 City of Deer Park 710 E. San Augustine St. Deer Park Harris TX 77536
Elected Official - city Ms. Rae A. Sinor Council Member 6 City of Deer Park 710 E. San Augustine St. Deer Park Harris TX 77536
Elected Official - city Mr. Jerry Mouton, Jr. Mayor City of Deer Park 710 E. San Augustine St. Deer Park Harris TX 77536
Elected Official - city Mr. Robert Kumar-Misir Council Member 1 City of El Lago 411 Tallowood Dr El Lago Harris TX 77586
Elected Official - city Mr. Jeff Michalak Council Member 2 City of El Lago 411 Tallowood Dr El Lago Harris TX 77586
Elected Official - city Ms. Carolynn Stanley Council Member 3 City of El Lago 411 Tallowood Dr El Lago Harris TX 77586
Elected Official - city Mr. John Skelton Council Member 4 City of El Lago 411 Tallowood Dr El Lago Harris TX 77586
Elected Official - city Mr. Jeff Tave Council Member 5 City of El Lago 411 Tallowood Dr El Lago Harris TX 77586
Elected Official - city Mr. Robert White Mayor City of El Lago 411 Tallowood Dr El Lago Harris TX 77586

Elected Official - city Ms. Esmeralda Moya Mayor City of Galena Park 2000 Clinton Dr. P.O. Box 46 Galena Park Harris TX 77547

Elected Official - city Mr. Danny Simms Position 1 City of Galena Park 2000 Clinton Dr. P.O. Box 46 Galena Park Harris TX 77547

Elected Official - city Mr. Cruz r. Hinojoa, Jr. Position 2 City of Galena Park 2000 Clinton Dr. P.O. Box 46 Galena Park Harris TX 77547

Elected Official - city Ms. Maricela Serna Position 3 City of Galena Park 2000 Clinton Dr. P.O. Box 46 Galena Park Harris TX 77547

Elected Official - city Mr. Juan Flores Position 4 City of Galena Park 2000 Clinton Dr. P.O. Box 46 Galena Park Harris TX 77547

Elected Official - city Mr. Mike Knox
Council Member At-
Large 1 City of Houston

900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, 
First Floor Houston Harris TX 77002
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Stakeholder Category Salutation First Name Last Name Title Organization District Mailing Address: Street City County  State Zip

Elected Official - city Mr. David Robinson
Council Member At-
Large 2 City of Houston

900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, 
First Floor Houston Harris TX 77002

Elected Official - city Mr. Michael Kubosh
Council Member At-
Large 3 City of Houston

900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, 
First Floor Houston Harris TX 77002

Elected Official - city Ms. Amanda Edwards
Council Member At-
Large 4 City of Houston

900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, 
First Floor Houston Harris TX 77002

Elected Official - city Mr. Jack Christie
Council Member At-
Large 5 City of Houston

900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, 
First Floor Houston Harris TX 77002

Elected Official - city Ms. Brenda Stardig
Council Member District 
A City of Houston

900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, 
First Floor Houston Harris TX 77002

Elected Official - city Mr. Jerry Davis
Council Member District 
B City of Houston

900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, 
First Floor Houston Harris TX 77002

Elected Official - city Ms. Ellen Cohen
Council Member District 
C City of Houston

900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, 
First Floor Houston Harris TX 77002

Elected Official - city Mr. Dwight Boykins
Council Member District 
D City of Houston

900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, 
First Floor Houston Harris TX 77002

Elected Official - city Mr. Dave Martin
Council Member District 
E City of Houston

900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, 
First Floor Houston Harris TX 77002

Elected Official - city Mr. Steve Le
Council Member District 
F City of Houston

900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, 
First Floor Houston Harris TX 77002

Elected Official - city Mr. Greg Travis
Council Member District 
G City of Houston

900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, 
First Floor Houston Harris TX 77002

Elected Official - city Ms. Karla Cisneros
Council Member District 
H City of Houston

900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, 
First Floor Houston Harris TX 77002

Elected Official - city Mr. Robert Gallegos
Council Member District 
I City of Houston

900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, 
First Floor Houston Harris TX 77002

Elected Official - city Mr. Mike Laster
Council Member District 
J City of Houston

900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, 
First Floor Houston Harris TX 77002

Elected Official - city Mr. Larry Green
Council Member District 
K City of Houston

900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, 
First Floor Houston Harris TX 77002

Elected Official - city Mr. Sylvester Turner Mayor City of Houston
900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, 
First Floor Houston Harris TX 77002

Elected Official - city Mr. Jimmy "JJ" Rivas Council Member 1 City of Jacinto City 1301 Mercury Drive Houston Harris TX 77029
Elected Official - city Mr. Gregg Robinson Council Member 2 City of Jacinto City 1301 Mercury Drive Houston Harris TX 77029
Elected Official - city Mr. Allen Lee Council Member 3 City of Jacinto City 1301 Mercury Drive Houston Harris TX 77029
Elected Official - city Ms. Carmela Garcia Council Member 4 City of Jacinto City 1301 Mercury Drive Houston Harris TX 77029
Elected Official - city Mr. Mario Gonzales Council Member 5 City of Jacinto City 1301 Mercury Drive Houston Harris TX 77029
Elected Official - city Ms. Ana Diaz Mayor City of Jacinto City 1301 Mercury Drive Houston Harris TX 77029
Elected Official - city Ms. Rhonda Trevino Council Member 1 City of Kemah 1401 State Highway 146 Kemah Galveston TX 77565
Elected Official - city Ms. Wanda Zimmer Council Member 2 City of Kemah 1401 State Highway 146 Kemah Galveston TX 77565
Elected Official - city Mr. Bill Kerber, Jr. Council Member 3 City of Kemah 1401 State Highway 146 Kemah Galveston TX 77565
Elected Official - city Ms. Robin Collins Council Member 4 City of Kemah 1401 State Highway 146 Kemah Galveston TX 77565
Elected Official - city Mr. Wayne Rast Council Member 5 City of Kemah 1401 State Highway 146 Kemah Galveston TX 77565
Elected Official - city Mr. Carl Joiner Mayor City of Kemah 1401 State Highway 146 Kemah Galveston TX 77565

Elected Official - city Mr. John P. Zemanek
Council Member At 
Large A City of La Porte 604 W. Fairmont Parkway La Porte Harris TX 77571

Elected Official - city Ms. Dottie Kaminski
Council Member At 
Large B City of La Porte 604 W. Fairmont Parkway La Porte Harris TX 77571

Elected Official - city Mr. Danny Earp
Council Member District 
1 City of La Porte 604 W. Fairmont Parkway La Porte Harris TX 77571

Elected Official - city Mr. Chuck Engelken
Council Member District 
2 City of La Porte 604 W. Fairmont Parkway La Porte Harris TX 77571
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Stakeholder Category Salutation First Name Last Name Title Organization District Mailing Address: Street City County  State Zip

Elected Official - city Mr. Daryl Leonard
Council Member District 
3 City of La Porte 604 W. Fairmont Parkway La Porte Harris TX 77571

Elected Official - city Ms. Kristin Martin
Council Member District 
4 City of La Porte 604 W. Fairmont Parkway La Porte Harris TX 77571

Elected Official - city Mr. Jay Martin
Council Member District 
5 City of La Porte 604 W. Fairmont Parkway La Porte Harris TX 77571

Elected Official - city Mr. Mike Clausen
Council Member District 
6 City of La Porte 604 W. Fairmont Parkway La Porte Harris TX 77571

Elected Official - city Mr. Louis R. Rigby Mayor City of La Porte 604 W. Fairmont Parkway La Porte Harris TX 77571
Elected Official - city Mr. Craig Bland Council Member City of Morgan's Point 1415 E. Main Street Morgan's Point Harris TX 77571
Elected Official - city Mr. Dick Wright Council Member City of Morgan's Point 1415 E. Main Street Morgan's Point Harris TX 77571
Elected Official - city Mr. Mike Fowler Council Member City of Morgan's Point 1415 E. Main Street Morgan's Point Harris TX 77571
Elected Official - city Ms. June Vicenik Council Member City of Morgan's Point 1415 E. Main Street Morgan's Point Harris TX 77571
Elected Official - city Mr. Thomas Sheffield Council Member City of Morgan's Point 1415 E. Main Street Morgan's Point Harris TX 77571
Elected Official - city Mr. Michael Bechtel Mayor City of Morgan's Point 1415 E. Main Street Morgan's Point Harris TX 77571

Elected Official - city Mr. Bob Warters Council Member City of Nassau Bay
1800 Space Park Dr. Suite 
200 Nassau Bay Harris TX 77058

Elected Official - city Mr. Bryce Klug Council Member City of Nassau Bay
1800 Space Park Dr. Suite 
200 Nassau Bay Harris TX 77058

Elected Official - city Mr. Harry Dollar Council Member City of Nassau Bay
1800 Space Park Dr. Suite 
200 Nassau Bay Harris TX 77058

Elected Official - city Dr. Sandra Mossman Council Member City of Nassau Bay
1800 Space Park Dr. Suite 
200 Nassau Bay Harris TX 77058

Elected Official - city Mr. John Mahon Council Member City of Nassau Bay
1800 Space Park Dr. Suite 
200 Nassau Bay Harris TX 77058

Elected Official - city Mr. Jonathan Amdur Council Member City of Nassau Bay
1800 Space Park Dr. Suite 
200 Nassau Bay Harris TX 77058

Elected Official - city Mr. Mark Denman Mayor City of Nassau Bay
1800 Space Park Dr. Suite 
200 Nassau Bay Harris TX 77058

Elected Official - city Mr. Bruce Leamon Council Member City of Pasadena 1211 Southmore Pasadena Harris TX 77502
Elected Official - city Mr. Cody Ray Wheeler Council Member City of Pasadena 1211 Southmore Pasadena Harris TX 77502
Elected Official - city Mr. Darrell Morrison Council Member City of Pasadena 1211 Southmore Pasadena Harris TX 77502
Elected Official - city Mr. Sammy Casados Council Member City of Pasadena 1211 Southmore Pasadena Harris TX 77502
Elected Official - city Mr. Ornaldo Ybarra Council Member City of Pasadena 1211 Southmore Pasadena Harris TX 77502
Elected Official - city Mr. Pat Van Houte Council Member City of Pasadena 1211 Southmore Pasadena Harris TX 77502
Elected Official - city Mr. Cary Bass Council Member City of Pasadena 1211 Southmore Pasadena Harris TX 77502
Elected Official - city Mr. Johnny Isbell Mayor City of Pasadena 1211 Southmore Pasadena Harris TX 77502
Elected Official - city Mr. O.J. Miller Council Member City of Seabrook 1700 First St. Seabrook Harris TX 77586
Elected Official - city Mr. Melissa Botkin Council Member City of Seabrook 1700 First St. Seabrook Harris TX 77586
Elected Official - city Mr. Mike Giangrosso Council Member City of Seabrook 1700 First St. Seabrook Harris TX 77586
Elected Official - city Mr. Robert Llorente Council Member City of Seabrook 1700 First St. Seabrook Harris TX 77586
Elected Official - city Ms. Glenna Adovasio Council Member City of Seabrook 1700 First St. Seabrook Harris TX 77586
Elected Official - city Mr. Glenn Royal Mayor City of Seabrook 1700 First St. Seabrook Harris TX 77586
Elected Official - city Mr. David Jennings Council Member City of Shoreacres 601 Shoreacres Blvd. Shoreacres Harris TX 77571
Elected Official - city Mr. Mike Wheeler Council Member City of Shoreacres 601 Shoreacres Blvd. Shoreacres Harris TX 77571
Elected Official - city Ms. Nancy J. Schnell Council Member City of Shoreacres 601 Shoreacres Blvd. Shoreacres Harris TX 77571
Elected Official - city Mr. Jerome McKown Council Member City of Shoreacres 601 Shoreacres Blvd. Shoreacres Harris TX 77571
Elected Official - city Mr. Richard Adams Council Member City of Shoreacres 601 Shoreacres Blvd. Shoreacres Harris TX 77571
Elected Official - city Mr. Rick Moses Mayor City of Shoreacres 601 Shoreacres Blvd. Shoreacres Harris TX 77571
Elected Official - city Mr. Bob Davee Council Member City of Taylor Lake Village 500 Kirby Blvd. Taylor Lake Village Harris TX 77586
Elected Official - city Mr. Doug Blanchard Council Member City of Taylor Lake Village 500 Kirby Blvd. Taylor Lake Village Harris TX 77586
Elected Official - city Mr. Doug Shows Council Member City of Taylor Lake Village 500 Kirby Blvd. Taylor Lake Village Harris TX 77586
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Stakeholder Category Salutation First Name Last Name Title Organization District Mailing Address: Street City County  State Zip
Elected Official - city Mr. Einar Goerland Council Member City of Taylor Lake Village 500 Kirby Blvd. Taylor Lake Village Harris TX 77586
Elected Official - city Mr. Tony Galt Council Member City of Taylor Lake Village 500 Kirby Blvd. Taylor Lake Village Harris TX 77586
Elected Official - city Mr. John Keeney Mayor City of Taylor Lake Village 500 Kirby Blvd. Taylor Lake Village Harris TX 77586
Elected Official - city Mr. Dedrick D. Johnson, Sr. Council Member City of Texas City P.O. Box 2608 Texas City Galveston TX 77592
Elected Official - city Ms. Jami Clark Council Member City of Texas City P.O. Box 2608 Texas City Galveston TX 77592
Elected Official - city Mr. Mike Land Council Member City of Texas City P.O. Box 2608 Texas City Galveston TX 77592
Elected Official - city Ms. Dee Ann Haney Council Member City of Texas City P.O. Box 2608 Texas City Galveston TX 77592
Elected Official - city Mr. Phil Roberts Council Member City of Texas City P.O. Box 2608 Texas City Galveston TX 77592
Elected Official - city Ms. Thelma Bowie Council Member City of Texas City P.O. Box 2608 Texas City Galveston TX 77592
Elected Official - city Mr. Mathew T. Doyle Mayor City of Texas City P.O. Box 2608 Texas City Galveston TX 77592
Elected Official - county Mr. David "Bubba" Abernathy Commissioner Chambers County  P.O. Box 430 Anahuac Chambers TX 77514
Elected Official - county Mr. Gary R. Nelson Commissioner Chambers County P.O. Box 1948 Mont Belvieu Chambers TX 77580
Elected Official - county Mr. Mark Huddleston Commissioner Chambers County P.O. Box 260 Winnie Chambers 77665
Elected Official - county Mr. Rusty Senac Commissioner Chambers County 7711 Highway 146 Baytown Harris TX 77523
Elected Official - county Ms. Heather H. Hawthorne County Clerk Chambers County P.O. Box 728 Anahuac Chambers TX 77514
Elected Official - county Mr. Jimmy Sylvia County Judge Chambers County P.O. Box 939 Anahuac Chambers TX 77514
Elected Official - county Ms. Patti L. Henry District Clerk Chambers County P.O. Box NN Anahuac Chambers TX 77514
Elected Official - county Mr. Ken Clark Commissioner Galveston County 174 Calder Road Rm.112 League City Galveston TX 77573
Elected Official - county Mr. Kevin O'Brien Commissioner Galveston County 111730 Hwy 6 Santa Fe Galveston TX 77510
Elected Official - county Mr. Ryan Dennard Commissioner Galveston County 722 Moody, 1st Floor Galveston Galveston TX 77550

Elected Official - county Mr. Stephen D. Holmes Commissioner Galveston County
9850-A Emmett F. Lowry 
Expressway- Suite A100 Texas City Galveston TX 77591

Elected Official - county Mr. Mark Henry County Judge Galveston County 722 Moody, Suite 200 Galveston Galveston TX 77550
Elected Official - county Mr. Gene Locke Commissioner Harris County 1001 Preston, 9th Fl. Houston Harris TX 77002
Elected Official - county Mr. Jack Morman Commissioner Harris County 1001 Preston, Rm. 924 Houston Harris TX 77002
Elected Official - county Mr. R. Jack Cagle Commissioner Harris County 1001 Preston, Suite 950 Houston Harris TX 77002
Elected Official - county Mr. Steve Radack Commissioner Harris County 1001 Preston, 9th Floor Houston Harris TX 77002
Elected Official - county Mr. Stan Stanart County Clerk Harris County P.O. Box 1525 Houston Harris TX 77251
Elected Official - county Mr. Ed Emmett County Judge Harris County 1001 Preston, Suite 911 Houston Harris TX 77002

Elected Official - federal Mr. Al Green Congressman US House of Representatives Congressional District 9
3003 South Loop West, Suite 
460 Houston Harris TX 77054

Elected Official - federal Mr. Gene Green Congressman US House of Representatives Congressional District 29
256 North Sam Houston 
Parkway East, Suite 29 Houston Harris TX 77060

Elected Official - federal Mr. Gene Green Congressman US House of Representatives Congressional District 29 11811 I-10 East., Suite 430 Houston Harris TX 77029

Elected Official - federal Mr. John Culberson Congressman US House of Representatives Congressional District 7
10000 Memorial Drive Suite 
620 Houston Harris TX 77024 

Elected Official - federal Mr. Kevin Brady Congressman US House of Representatives Congressional District 8 200 River Pointe, Suite 304 Conroe Harris TX 77304

Elected Official - federal Mr. Michael McCaul Congressman US House of Representatives Congressional District 10
1773 Westborough Drive, 
Suite 223 Katy Harris TX 77449

Elected Official - federal Mr. Michael McCaul Congressman US House of Representatives Congressional District 10 990 Village Square, Suite B Tomball Harris TX 77375
Elected Official - federal Mr. Pete Olson Congressman US House of Representatives Congressional District 22 1650 Highway 6, Suite 150 Sugar Land Harris TX 77478

Elected Official - federal Mr. Pete Olson Congressman US House of Representatives Congressional District 22
6302 W. Broadway St, Ste 
220 Pearland Brazoria TX 77581

Elected Official - federal Mr. Pete Olson Congressman US House of Representatives Congressional District 22
22333 Grand Corner Dr, Suite 
151 Katy Harris TX 77494

Elected Official - federal Mr. Randy Weber Congressman US House of Representatives Congressional District 14
510 Cannon House Office 
Building Washington, DC 20515

Elected Official - federal Mr. Randy Weber Congressman US House of Representatives Congressional District 14 505 Orleans Street, Suite 103 Beaumont Jefferson TX 77701
Elected Official - federal Mr. Randy Weber Congressman US House of Representatives Congressional District 14 122 West Way, Suite 301 Lake Jackson Brazoria TX 77566
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Elected Official - federal Mr. Randy Weber Congressman US House of Representatives Congressional District 14 174 Calder Road, Suite 150 League City Galveston TX 77573
Elected Official - federal Mr. Brian Babin Congressman US House of Representatives Congressional District 36 420 Green Avenue Orange Orange TX 77630

Elected Official - federal Mr. Ted Poe Congressman US House of Representatives Congressional District 2
1801 Kingwood Drive, Suite 
240 Kingwood Harris TX 77339

Elected Official - federal Mr. Ted Poe Congressman US House of Representatives Congressional District 2
710 N. Post Oak Road, Suite 
510 Houston Harris TX 77024

Elected Official - federal Ms. Sheila Jackson Lee Congresswoman US House of Representatives Congressional District 18
6719 West Montgomery, 
Suite 204 Houston Harris TX 77091

Elected Official - federal Ms. Sheila Jackson Lee Congresswoman US House of Representatives Congressional District 18 4300 Lyons Ave. Houston Harris TX 77020
Elected Official - federal Ms. Sheila Jackson Lee Congresswoman US House of Representatives Congressional District 18 420 West 19th Street Houston Harris TX 77008

Elected Official - federal Ms. Sheila Jackson Lee Congresswoman US House of Representatives Congressional District 18
1919 Smith Street, Suite 
1180 Houston Harris TX 77002

Elected Official - federal Mr. John Cornyn Senator US Senate
5300 Memorial Drive Suite 
980 Houston All 77007  

Elected Official - federal Mr. Ted Cruz Senator US Senate 808 Travis Street, Suite 1420 Houston All 77002
Elected Official - state Mr. Greg Abbott Governor of Texas Office of the Governor P.O. Box 12428 Austin Travis TX 78711
Elected Official - state Ms. Ana Hernandez Representative Texas House of Representatives State House District 143 1233 Mercury Drive Houston Harris TX 77029
Elected Official - state Mr. Wayne Faircloth Representative Texas House of Representatives State House District 23 2121 Market Street Galveston Galveston TX 77550
Elected Official - state Mr. Greg Bonnen Representative Texas House of Representatives State House District 24 174 Calder Rd. Ste. 116 League City Galveston TX 77573

Elected Official - state Mr. Harold V. Dutton Representative Texas House of Representatives State House District 142 8799 N. Loop East, Suite 305 Houston Harris TX 77029

Elected Official - state Mr. Dennis Paul Representative Texas House of Representatives State House District 129
17225 El Camino Real Blvd., 
Suite 415 Houston Harris TX 77058

Elected Official - state Mr. Gilbert Peña Representative Texas House of Representatives State House District 144 101 S. Richey, Suite F Pasadena Harris TX 77506

Elected Official - state Mr. Wayne Smith Representative Texas House of Representatives State House District 128 909 Decker Drive, Suite 104 Baytown Harris TX 77520

Elected Official - state Mr. Brandon Creighton Senator Texas State Senate State Senate District 4 P.O. Box 12068 Austin
Chambers/ 
Jefferson TX 78711

Elected Official - state Mr. John Whitmire Senator Texas State Senate State Senate District 15 803 Yale Street Houston Harris TX 77007
Elected Official - state Mr. Larry Taylor Senator Texas State Senate State Senate District 11 174 Calder Road, Suite 151 League City Galveston TX 77573

Elected Official - state Mr. Larry Taylor Senator Texas State Senate State Senate District 11 6117 Broadway, Suite 122 Pearland 
Galveston/ 
Brazoria TX 77581

Elected Official - state Ms. Sylvia Garcia Senator Texas State Senate State Senate District 6 5425 Polk Street, Suite 125 Houston Harris TX 77023
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District to hold Houston Ship Channel Expansion Channel Improvement Project public scoping meeting

Posted 4/19/2016

Release no. 16-019

GALVESTON, Texas (Apr il 19, 2016) – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Galveston District will host two
public scoping meetings May 17 and 19, 2016, to inform the public about the proposed study to prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Houston Ship Channel 45-Foot Expansion Channel Improvement
Project (HSC ECIP) in Harris and Galveston counties, Texas, which will study the feasibility of improvements
to the HSC.

The open-house meetings are scheduled as follows:

5:30-8 p.m.   

Houston Community College–Nor theast Campus 

555 Community College Drive      

Houston, TX 77013

5:30-8p.m.

Sylvan Beach Pavilion

1 Sylvan Beach Drive

La Por te, TX 77571

“The purpose of the study is to examine the feasibility of improving navigation on the channel,” said Project
Manager Andrea Catanzaro, USACE Galveston District. “This study will identify and evaluate a combination of
modifications to the HSC to improve the efficiency and safety of the HSC system.”

According to Catanzaro, staff will work to gather public feedback about significant issues and impacts that need
to be addressed in the analysis of environmental impacts and to help define the scope of the study. All public
comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to NEPA and USACE regulations.
Comments will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project.

“Public involvement is an essential part of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Federal Feasibility
study processes and we encourage any dialoged that discusses concerns or issues surrounding the study,” said
Catanzaro. “We also work with federal, state, local agencies and other interested organizations to incorporate
their opinions when assessing the environmental consequences of the proposed action.”

The public scoping meetings will be conducted in English, and meeting materials will be provided in English
and Spanish. Spanish language interpreters will be available to assist with translation.

Written comments may be mailed to Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, New Orleans, LA
70160–0267. Comments may also be submitted electronically to tammy.h.gilmore@usace.army.milor through

http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Media/News-Releases/Article/737940/district-to-hold-houston-ship-channel-expansion-channel-improvement-project-pub/
mailto:tammy.h.gilmore@usace.army.mil
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the study website located at
http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/HoustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx. Questions concerning
the draft EIS can be directed to(504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583. All comments must be received or
postmarked by May 31, 2016.

For news and information, visit www.swg.usace.army.mil. Find us on Facebook,
www.facebook.com/GalvestonDistrict or follow us on Twitter, www.twitter.com/USACEgalveston.

http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/HoustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx
http://www.twitter.com/USACEgalveston
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Mercedes Renteria III 
Council Member District 1 
City of Baytown 
2401 Market St. P.O. Box 424 
Baytown, TX 77522 
 
To Mr. Renteria III: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Chris Presley 
Council Member District 2 
City of Baytown 
2401 Market St. P.O. Box 424 
Baytown, TX 77522 
 
To Mr. Presley: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Brandon Capetillo 
Council Member District 3 
City of Baytown 
2401 Market St. P.O. Box 424 
Baytown, TX 77522 
 
To Mr. Capetillo: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Terry Sain 
Council Member District 4 
City of Baytown 
2401 Market St. P.O. Box 424 
Baytown, TX 77522 
 
To Mr. Sain: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Robert C. Hoskins 
Council Member District 5 
City of Baytown 
2401 Market St. P.O. Box 424 
Baytown, TX 77522 
 
To Mr. Hoskins: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. David McCartney 
Council Member District 6 
City of Baytown 
2401 Market St. P.O. Box 424 
Baytown, TX 77522 
 
To Mr. McCartney: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Stephen H. DonCarlos 
Mayor 
City of Baytown 
2401 Market St. P.O. Box 424 
Baytown, TX 77522 
 
To Mr. DonCarlos: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Dana Colquitt 
Alderman 
City of Beach City 
12723 FM 2354  
Beach City, TX 77523 
 
To Ms. Colquitt: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Douglas Walker 
Alderman 
City of Beach City 
12723 FM 2354  
Beach City, TX 77523 
 
To Mr. Walker: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Paul Newman III 
Alderman 
City of Beach City 
12723 FM 2354  
Beach City, TX 77523 
 
To Mr. Newman III: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Raymond Smith 
Alderman 
City of Beach City 
12723 FM 2354  
Beach City, TX 77523 
 
To Mr. Smith: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Billy Combs 
Mayor 
City of Beach City 
12723 FM 2354  
Beach City, TX 77523 
 
To Mr. Combs: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Jackey "Jack" Lasater 
Mayor Pro-Tem, Alderman 
City of Beach City 
12723 FM 2354  
Beach City, TX 77523 
 
To Mr. Lasater: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Al Burns, Jr. 
Council Member 
City of Clear Lake Shores 
1006 South Shore Drive 
Clear Lake Shores, TX 77565 
 
To Mr. Burns, Jr.: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Amanda Fenwick 
Council Member 
City of Clear Lake Shores 
1006 South Shore Drive 
Clear Lake Shores, TX 77565 
 
To Ms. Fenwick: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Byran Hoerner 
Council Member 
City of Clear Lake Shores 
1006 South Shore Drive 
Clear Lake Shores, TX 77565 
 
To Mr. Hoerner: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

  
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Carlo Ianni 
Council Member 
City of Clear Lake Shores 
1006 South Shore Drive 
Clear Lake Shores, TX 77565 
 
To Mr. Ianni: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Jan Bailey 
Council Member 
City of Clear Lake Shores 
1006 South Shore Drive 
Clear Lake Shores, TX 77565 
 
To Ms. Bailey: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Vern Johnson 
Mayor 
City of Clear Lake Shores 
1006 South Shore Drive 
Clear Lake Shores, TX 77565 
 
To Mr. Johnson: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Sherry Garrison 
Council Member 1 
City of Deer Park 
710 E. San Augustine St.  
Deer Park, TX 77536 
 
To Ms. Garrison: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Thane Harrison 
Council Member 2 
City of Deer Park 
710 E. San Augustine St.  
Deer Park, TX 77536 
 
To Mr. Harrison: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Tommy Ginn 
Council Member 3 
City of Deer Park 
710 E. San Augustine St.  
Deer Park, TX 77536 
 
To Mr. Ginn: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Bill Patterson 
Council Member 4 
City of Deer Park 
710 E. San Augustine St.  
Deer Park, TX 77536 
 
To Mr. Patterson: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Ron Martin 
Council Member 5 
City of Deer Park 
710 E. San Augustine St.  
Deer Park, TX 77536 
 
To Mr. Martin: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Rae A.  Sinor 
Council Member 6 
City of Deer Park 
710 E. San Augustine St.  
Deer Park, TX 77536 
 
To Ms. Sinor: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Jerry Mouton, Jr. 
Mayor 
City of Deer Park 
710 E. San Augustine St.  
Deer Park, TX 77536 
 
To Mr. Mouton, Jr.: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Robert Kumar-Misir 
Council Member 1 
City of El Lago 
411 Tallowood Dr 
El Lago, TX 77586 
 
To Mr. Kumar-Misir: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Jeff Michalak 
Council Member 2 
City of El Lago 
411 Tallowood Dr 
El Lago, TX 77586 
 
To Mr. Michalak: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Carolynn Stanley 
Council Member 3 
City of El Lago 
411 Tallowood Dr 
El Lago, TX 77586 
 
To Ms. Stanley: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. John Skelton 
Council Member 4 
City of El Lago 
411 Tallowood Dr 
El Lago, TX 77586 
 
To Mr. Skelton: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Jeff Tave 
Council Member 5 
City of El Lago 
411 Tallowood Dr 
El Lago, TX 77586 
 
To Mr. Tave: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Robert White 
Mayor 
City of El Lago 
411 Tallowood Dr 
El Lago, TX 77586 
 
To Mr. White: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Esmeralda Moya 
Mayor 
City of Galena Park 
2000 Clinton Dr. P.O. Box 46 
Galena Park, TX 77547 
 
To Ms. Moya: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Danny Simms 
Position 1 
City of Galena Park 
2000 Clinton Dr. P.O. Box 46 
Galena Park, TX 77547 
 
To Mr. Simms: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Cruz R. Hinojoa, Jr.  
Position 2 
City of Galena Park 
2000 Clinton Dr. P.O. Box 46 
Galena Park, TX 77547 
 
To Mr. Hinojoa, Jr. : 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Maricela Serna 
Position 3 
City of Galena Park 
2000 Clinton Dr. P.O. Box 46 
Galena Park, TX 77547 
 
To Ms. Serna: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Juan Flores 
Position 4 
City of Galena Park 
2000 Clinton Dr. P.O. Box 46 
Galena Park, TX 77547 
 
To Mr. Flores: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Mike Knox 
Council Member At-Large 1 
City of Houston 
900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, First Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Mr. Knox: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. David Robinson 
Council Member At-Large 2 
City of Houston 
900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, First Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Mr. Robinson: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Michael Kubosh 
Council Member At-Large 3 
City of Houston 
900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, First Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Mr. Kubosh: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Amanda Edwards 
Council Member At-Large 4 
City of Houston 
900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, First Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Ms. Edwards: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Jack Christie 
Council Member At-Large 5 
City of Houston 
900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, First Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Mr. Christie: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Brenda Stardig 
Council Member District A 
City of Houston 
900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, First Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Ms. Stardig: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Jerry Davis 
Council Member District B 
City of Houston 
900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, First Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Mr. Davis: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Ellen Cohen 
Council Member District C 
City of Houston 
900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, First Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Ms. Cohen: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Dwight Boykins 
Council Member District D 
City of Houston 
900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, First Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Mr. Boykins: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Dave Martin 
Council Member District E 
City of Houston 
900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, First Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Mr. Martin: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Steve Le 
Council Member District F 
City of Houston 
900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, First Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Mr. Le: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Greg Travis 
Council Member District G 
City of Houston 
900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, First Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Mr. Travis: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Karla Cisneros 
Council Member District H 
City of Houston 
900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, First Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Ms. Cisneros: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Robert Gallegos 
Council Member District I 
City of Houston 
900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, First Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Mr. Gallegos: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Mike Laster 
Council Member District J 
City of Houston 
900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, First Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Mr. Laster: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Larry Green 
Council Member District K 
City of Houston 
900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, First Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Mr. Green: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
City of Houston 
900 Bagby, City Hall Annex, First Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Mr. Turner: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Jimmy "JJ" Rivas 
Council Member 1 
City of Jacinto City 
1301 Mercury Drive 
Houston, TX 77029 
 
To Mr. Rivas: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Gregg Robinson 
Council Member 2 
City of Jacinto City 
1301 Mercury Drive 
Houston, TX 77029 
 
To Mr. Robinson: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Allen Lee 
Council Member 3 
City of Jacinto City 
1301 Mercury Drive 
Houston, TX 77029 
 
To Mr. Lee: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Carmela Garcia 
Council Member 4 
City of Jacinto City 
1301 Mercury Drive 
Houston, TX 77029 
 
To Ms. Garcia: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Mario Gonzales 
Council Member 5 
City of Jacinto City 
1301 Mercury Drive 
Houston, TX 77029 
 
To Mr. Gonzales: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Ana Diaz 
Mayor 
City of Jacinto City 
1301 Mercury Drive 
Houston, TX 77029 
 
To Ms. Diaz: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Rhonda Trevino 
Council Member 1 
City of Kemah  
1401 State Highway 146 
Kemah, TX 77565 
 
To Ms. Trevino: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Wanda Zimmer 
Council Member 2 
City of Kemah  
1401 State Highway 146 
Kemah, TX 77565 
 
To Ms. Zimmer: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Bill Kerber, Jr. 
Council Member 3 
City of Kemah  
1401 State Highway 146 
Kemah, TX 77565 
 
To Mr. Kerber, Jr.: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Robin Collins 
Council Member 4 
City of Kemah  
1401 State Highway 146 
Kemah, TX 77565 
 
To Ms. Collins: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Wayne  Rast 
Council Member 5 
City of Kemah  
1401 State Highway 146 
Kemah, TX 77565 
 
To Mr. Rast: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Carl Joiner 
Mayor 
City of Kemah  
1401 State Highway 146 
Kemah, TX 77565 
 
To Mr. Joiner: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. John P. Zemanek 
Council Member At Large A 
City of La Porte 
604 W. Fairmont Parkway 
La Porte, TX 77571 
 
To Mr. Zemanek: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Dottie Kaminski 
Council Member At Large B 
City of La Porte 
604 W. Fairmont Parkway 
La Porte, TX 77571 
 
To Ms. Kaminski: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Danny Earp 
Council Member District 1 
City of La Porte 
604 W. Fairmont Parkway 
La Porte, TX 77571 
 
To Mr. Earp: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Chuck Engelken 
Council Member District 2 
City of La Porte 
604 W. Fairmont Parkway 
La Porte, TX 77571 
 
To Mr. Engelken: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Daryl Leonard 
Council Member District 3 
City of La Porte 
604 W. Fairmont Parkway 
La Porte, TX 77571 
 
To Mr. Leonard: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Kristin Martin 
Council Member District 4 
City of La Porte 
604 W. Fairmont Parkway 
La Porte, TX 77571 
 
To Ms. Martin: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Jay Martin 
Council Member District 5 
City of La Porte 
604 W. Fairmont Parkway 
La Porte, TX 77571 
 
To Mr. Martin: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Mike Clausen 
Council Member District 6 
City of La Porte 
604 W. Fairmont Parkway 
La Porte, TX 77571 
 
To Mr. Clausen: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Louis R. Rigby 
Mayor 
City of La Porte 
604 W. Fairmont Parkway 
La Porte, TX 77571 
 
To Mr. Rigby: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Craig Bland 
Council Member 
City of Morgan's Point 
1415 E. Main Street 
Morgan's Point, TX 77571 
 
To Mr. Bland: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Dick Wright 
Council Member 
City of Morgan's Point 
1415 E. Main Street 
Morgan's Point, TX 77571 
 
To Mr. Wright: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Mike Fowler 
Council Member 
City of Morgan's Point 
1415 E. Main Street 
Morgan's Point, TX 77571 
 
To Mr. Fowler: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. June Vicenik 
Council Member 
City of Morgan's Point 
1415 E. Main Street 
Morgan's Point, TX 77571 
 
To Ms. Vicenik: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                                     
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Thomas Sheffield 
Council Member 
City of Morgan's Point 
1415 E. Main Street 
Morgan's Point, TX 77571 
 
To Mr. Sheffield: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Michael Bechtel 
Mayor 
City of Morgan's Point 
1415 E. Main Street 
Morgan's Point, TX 77571 
 
To Mr. Bechtel: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Bob Warters 
Council Member 
City of Nassau Bay 
1800 Space Park Dr. Suite 200 
Nassau Bay, TX 77058 
 
To Mr. Warters: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Bryce Klug 
Council Member 
City of Nassau Bay 
1800 Space Park Dr. Suite 200 
Nassau Bay, TX 77058 
 
To Mr. Klug: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Harry Dollar 
Council Member 
City of Nassau Bay 
1800 Space Park Dr. Suite 200 
Nassau Bay, TX 77058 
 
To Mr. Dollar: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Dr. Sandra Mossman 
Council Member 
City of Nassau Bay 
1800 Space Park Dr. Suite 200 
Nassau Bay, TX 77058 
 
To Dr. Mossman: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. John Mahon 
Council Member 
City of Nassau Bay 
1800 Space Park Dr. Suite 200 
Nassau Bay, TX 77058 
 
To Mr. Mahon: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Jonathan Amdur 
Council Member 
City of Nassau Bay 
1800 Space Park Dr. Suite 200 
Nassau Bay, TX 77058 
 
To Mr. Amdur: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Mark Denman 
Mayor 
City of Nassau Bay 
1800 Space Park Dr. Suite 200 
Nassau Bay, TX 77058 
 
To Mr. Denman: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Bruce Leamon 
Council Member 
City of Pasadena 
1211 Southmore 
Pasadena, TX 77502 
 
To Mr. Leamon: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Cody Ray Wheeler 
Council Member 
City of Pasadena 
1211 Southmore 
Pasadena, TX 77502 
 
To Mr. Wheeler: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Darrell Morrison 
Council Member 
City of Pasadena 
1211 Southmore 
Pasadena, TX 77502 
 
To Mr. Morrison: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Sammy Casados 
Council Member 
City of Pasadena 
1211 Southmore 
Pasadena, TX 77502 
 
To Mr. Casados: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Ornaldo Ybarra 
Council Member 
City of Pasadena 
1211 Southmore 
Pasadena, TX 77502 
 
To Mr. Ybarra: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Pat Van Houte 
Council Member 
City of Pasadena 
1211 Southmore 
Pasadena, TX 77502 
 
To Mr. Van Houte: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Cary Bass 
Council Member 
City of Pasadena 
1211 Southmore 
Pasadena, TX 77502 
 
To Mr. Bass: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Johnny Isbell 
Mayor 
City of Pasadena 
1211 Southmore 
Pasadena, TX 77502 
 
To Mr. Isbell: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. O.J. Miller 
Council Member 
City of Seabrook 
1700 First St. 
Seabrook, TX 77586 
 
To Mr. Miller: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

   
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Melissa Botkin 
Council Member 
City of Seabrook 
1700 First St. 
Seabrook, TX 77586 
 
To Mr. Botkin: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Mike Giangrosso 
Council Member 
City of Seabrook 
1700 First St. 
Seabrook, TX 77586 
 
To Mr. Giangrosso: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Robert Llorente 
Council Member 
City of Seabrook 
1700 First St. 
Seabrook, TX 77586 
 
To Mr. Llorente: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Glenna Adovasio 
Council Member 
City of Seabrook 
1700 First St. 
Seabrook, TX 77586 
 
To Ms. Adovasio: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Glenn Royal 
Mayor 
City of Seabrook 
1700 First St. 
Seabrook, TX 77586 
 
To Mr. Royal: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. David Jennings 
Council Member 
City of Shoreacres 
601 Shoreacres Blvd. 
Shoreacres, TX 77571 
 
To Mr. Jennings: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Mike Wheeler 
Council Member 
City of Shoreacres 
601 Shoreacres Blvd. 
Shoreacres, TX 77571 
 
To Mr. Wheeler: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Nancy J. Schnell 
Council Member 
City of Shoreacres 
601 Shoreacres Blvd. 
Shoreacres, TX 77571 
 
To Ms. Schnell: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Jerome McKown 
Council Member 
City of Shoreacres 
601 Shoreacres Blvd. 
Shoreacres, TX 77571 
 
To Mr. McKown: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Richard Adams 
Council Member 
City of Shoreacres 
601 Shoreacres Blvd. 
Shoreacres, TX 77571 
 
To Mr. Adams: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Rick Moses 
Mayor 
City of Shoreacres 
601 Shoreacres Blvd. 
Shoreacres, TX 77571 
 
To Mr. Moses: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Bob Davee 
Council Member 
City of Taylor Lake Village 
500 Kirby Blvd. 
Taylor Lake Village, TX 77586 
 
To Mr. Davee: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Doug Blanchard 
Council Member 
City of Taylor Lake Village 
500 Kirby Blvd. 
Taylor Lake Village, TX 77586 
 
To Mr. Blanchard: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Doug Shows 
Council Member 
City of Taylor Lake Village 
500 Kirby Blvd. 
Taylor Lake Village, TX 77586 
 
To Mr. Shows: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Einar Goerland 
Council Member 
City of Taylor Lake Village 
500 Kirby Blvd. 
Taylor Lake Village, TX 77586 
 
To Mr. Goerland: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Tony Galt 
Council Member 
City of Taylor Lake Village 
500 Kirby Blvd. 
Taylor Lake Village, TX 77586 
 
To Mr. Galt: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. John Keeney 
Mayor 
City of Taylor Lake Village 
500 Kirby Blvd. 
Taylor Lake Village, TX 77586 
 
To Mr. Keeney: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Dedrick D. Johnson, Sr. 
Council Member 
City of Texas City 
P.O. Box 2608  
Texas City, TX 77592 
 
To Mr. Johnson, Sr.: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Jami Clark 
Council Member 
City of Texas City 
P.O. Box 2608  
Texas City, TX 77592 
 
To Ms. Clark: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Mike Land 
Council Member 
City of Texas City 
P.O. Box 2608  
Texas City, TX 77592 
 
To Mr. Land: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Dee Ann Haney 
Council Member 
City of Texas City 
P.O. Box 2608  
Texas City, TX 77592 
 
To Ms. Haney: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Phil Roberts 
Council Member 
City of Texas City 
P.O. Box 2608  
Texas City, TX 77592 
 
To Mr. Roberts: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Thelma Bowie 
Council Member 
City of Texas City 
P.O. Box 2608  
Texas City, TX 77592 
 
To Ms. Bowie: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Mathew T. Doyle 
Mayor 
City of Texas City 
P.O. Box 2608  
Texas City, TX 77592 
 
To Mr. Doyle: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. David "Bubba" Abernathy 
Commissioner 
Chambers County 
 P.O. Box 430 
Anahuac, TX 77514 
 
To Mr. Abernathy: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Gary R. Nelson 
Commissioner 
Chambers County 
P.O. Box 1948 
Mont Belvieu, TX 77580 
 
To Mr. Nelson: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Mark Huddleston 
Commissioner 
Chambers County 
P.O. Box 260 
Winnie, TX 77665 
 
To Mr. Huddleston: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Rusty Senac 
Commissioner 
Chambers County 
7711 Highway 146 
Baytown, TX 77523 
 
To Mr. Senac: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Heather H. Hawthorne 
County Clerk 
Chambers County 
P.O. Box 728 
Anahuac, TX 77514 
 
To Ms. Hawthorne: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Judge Jimmy Sylvia 
County Judge 
Chambers County 
P.O. Box 939 
Anahuac, TX 77514 
 
To Judge Sylvia: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Patti L. Henry 
District Clerk 
Chambers County 
P.O. Box NN 
Anahuac, TX 77514 
 
To Ms. Henry: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Ken Clark 
Commissioner 
Galveston County 
174 Calder Road Rm.112 
League City, TX 77573 
 
To Mr. Clark: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Kevin O'Brien 
Commissioner 
Galveston County 
111730 Hwy 6 
Santa Fe, TX 77510 
 
To Mr. O'Brien: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Ryan Dennard 
Commissioner 
Galveston County 
722 Moody, 1st Floor 
Galveston, TX 77550 
 
To Mr. Dennard: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Stephen D. Holmes 
Commissioner 
Galveston County 
9850-A Emmett F. Lowry Expressway- Suite A100 
Texas City, TX 77591 
 
To Mr. Holmes: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Judge Mark Henry 
County Judge 
Galveston County 
722 Moody, Suite 200 
Galveston, TX 77550 
 
To Judge Henry: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Gene Locke 
Commissioner 
Harris County 
1001 Preston, 9th Fl. 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Mr. Locke: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Jack Morman 
Commissioner 
Harris County 
1001 Preston, Rm. 924 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Mr. Morman: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. R. Jack Cagle 
Commissioner 
Harris County 
1001 Preston, Suite 950 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Mr. Cagle: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                                          
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Steve Radack 
Commissioner 
Harris County 
1001 Preston, 9th Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Mr. Radack: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                                     
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Stan Stanart 
County Clerk 
Harris County 
P.O. Box 1525 
Houston, TX 77251 
 
To Mr. Stanart: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Judge Ed Emmett 
County Judge 
Harris County 
1001 Preston, Suite 911 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Judge Emmett: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                                        
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Al Green 
Congressman 
US House of Representatives 
3003 South Loop West, Suite 460 
Houston, TX 77054 
 
To Mr. Green: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                                        
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Gene Green 
Congressman 
US House of Representatives 
256 North Sam Houston Parkway East, Suite 29 
Houston, TX 77060 
 
To Mr. Green: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                                      
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Gene Green 
Congressman 
US House of Representatives 
11811 I-10 East., Suite 430 
Houston, TX 77029 
 
To Mr. Green: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                                       
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. John Culberson 
Congressman 
US House of Representatives 
10000 Memorial Drive Suite 620 
Houston, TX 77024 
 
To Mr. Culberson: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                                          
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Kevin Brady 
Congressman 
US House of Representatives 
200 River Pointe, Suite 304 
Conroe, TX 77304 
 
To Mr. Brady: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                                     
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Michael McCaul 
Congressman 
US House of Representatives 
1773 Westborough Drive, Suite 223 
Katy, TX 77449 
 
To Mr. McCaul: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                                     
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Michael McCaul 
Congressman 
US House of Representatives 
990 Village Square, Suite B 
Tomball, TX 77375 
 
To Mr. McCaul: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

              
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Pete Olson 
Congressman 
US House of Representatives 
1650 Highway 6, Suite 150 
Sugar Land, TX 77478 
 
To Mr. Olson: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

              
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Pete Olson 
Congressman 
US House of Representatives 
6302 W. Broadway St, Ste 220 
Pearland, TX 77581 
 
To Mr. Olson: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Pete Olson 
Congressman 
US House of Representatives 
22333 Grand Corner Dr, Suite 151 
Katy, TX 77494 
 
To Mr. Olson: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                           
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Randy Weber 
Congressman 
US House of Representatives 
510 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
To Mr. Weber: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Randy Weber 
Congressman 
US House of Representatives 
505 Orleans Street, Suite 103 
Beaumont, TX 77701 
 
To Mr. Weber: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Randy Weber 
Congressman 
US House of Representatives 
122 West Way, Suite 301 
Lake Jackson, TX 77566 
 
To Mr. Weber: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Randy Weber 
Congressman 
US House of Representatives 
174 Calder Road, Suite 150 
League City, TX 77573 
 
To Mr. Weber: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                                       
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Brian Babin 
Congressman 
US House of Representatives 
420 Green Avenue 
Orange, TX 77630 
 
To Mr. Babin: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                            
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Ted Poe 
Congressman 
US House of Representatives 
1801 Kingwood Drive, Suite 240 
Kingwood, TX 77339 
 
To Mr. Poe: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Ted Poe 
Congressman 
US House of Representatives 
710 N. Post Oak Road, Suite 510 
Houston, TX 77024 
 
To Mr. Poe: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Sheila Jackson Lee 
Congresswoman  
US House of Representatives 
6719 West Montgomery, Suite 204 
Houston, TX 77091 
 
To Ms. Jackson Lee: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Sheila Jackson Lee 
Congresswoman  
US House of Representatives 
4300 Lyons Ave. 
Houston, TX 77020 
 
To Ms. Jackson Lee: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Sheila Jackson Lee 
Congresswoman  
US House of Representatives 
420 West 19th Street 
Houston, TX 77008 
 
To Ms. Jackson Lee: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Sheila Jackson Lee 
Congresswoman  
US House of Representatives 
1919 Smith Street, Suite 1180 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Ms. Jackson Lee: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. John Cornyn 
Senator 
US Senate 
5300 Memorial Drive Suite 980 
Houston, TX 77007 
 
To Mr. Cornyn: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                                  
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Ted Cruz 
Senator 
US Senate 
808 Travis Street, Suite 1420 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
To Mr. Cruz: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Greg Abbott 
Governor of Texas 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, TX 78711 
 
To Mr. Abbott: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Ana Hernandez 
Representative 
Texas House of Representatives 
1233 Mercury Drive 
Houston , TX 77029 
 
To Ms. Hernandez: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                                             
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Wayne Faircloth 
Representative 
Texas House of Representatives 
2121 Market Street 
Galveston, TX 77550 
 
To Mr. Faircloth: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Greg Bonnen 
Representative 
Texas House of Representatives 
174 Calder Rd. Ste. 116 
League City, TX 77573 
 
To Mr. Bonnen: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Harold V. Dutton 
Representative 
Texas House of Representatives 
8799 N. Loop East, Suite 305 
Houston , TX 77029 
 
To Mr. Dutton: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Dennis Paul 
Representative 
Texas House of Representatives 
17225 El Camino Real Blvd., Suite 415 
Houston , TX 77058 
 
To Mr. Paul: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Gilbert  Peña 
Representative 
Texas House of Representatives 
101 S. Richey, Suite F 
Pasadena , TX 77506 
 
To Mr. Peña: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Wayne Smith 
Representative 
Texas House of Representatives 
909 Decker Drive, Suite 104 
Baytown , TX 77520 
 
To Mr. Smith: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Brandon Creighton 
Senator 
Texas State Senate 
P.O. Box 12068 
Austin, TX 78711 
 
To Mr. Creighton: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. John Whitmire 
Senator 
Texas State Senate 
803 Yale Street 
Houston , TX 77007 
 
To Mr. Whitmire: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

 
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
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GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Larry Taylor 
Senator 
Texas State Senate 
174 Calder Road, Suite 151  
League City, TX 77573 
 
To Mr. Taylor: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                                      
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Mr. Larry Taylor 
Senator 
Texas State Senate 
6117 Broadway, Suite 122 
Pearland , TX 77581 
 
To Mr. Taylor: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

                                          
Eric W. Verwers 

                                      Director, Regional Planning and  
                             Environmental Center         



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 1229 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229 
 
 

     26 April 2016 

Ms. Sylvia Garcia 
Senator 
Texas State Senate 
5425 Polk Street, Suite 125 
Houston , TX 77023 
 
To Ms. Garcia: 

    This letter is to notify you of the opportunity to attend public scoping meetings about the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) study being done in cooperation with the Port of Houston Authority (PHA), 
the non-Federal sponsor, to identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to the Houston Ship 
Channel (HSC) to improve the navigation efficiency and safety of the HSC system. The public scoping 
meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, at Houston Community College Northeast 
Campus, 555 Community College Drive, Houston, TX 77013, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
Thursday, May 19, 2016, at Sylvan Beach Pavilion, 1 Sylvan Beach Dr., La Porte, TX 77571, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public notice inviting all interested persons to attend is attached for 
your reference. This notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and La Voz de Houston prior to 
the first scheduled public scoping meeting. 

    The study will be focusing on examining the feasibility of improving navigation on the HSC. The study 
area encompasses the HSC and surrounding region. In general, the entire HSC will be evaluated for up 
to date current and projected vessel size and traffic. The study focus will include deepening and 
widening opportunities of the upper reach of the HSC referred to as Boggy Bayou (downstream of the 
Sam Houston Toll Road) to the Main Turning Basin at the terminus of Buffalo Bayou, currently at depths 
of 36 and 45 feet; improvements to side channels, Bayport Ship Channel and Barbour’s Cut Channel; 
and Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency enhancements. This study does not include deepening 
of the HSC beyond 45 feet. It is the USACE’s intent to integrate the feasibility study (FS) and 
environmental impact statement (EIS) processes to result in a single FS/EIS report as a result of the 
study. 

     The purpose of these scoping meetings is to inform the public about the proposed study, the EIS and 
Federal FS processes, and to solicit their input and views on the issues and concerns to be addressed in 
the proposed study and assessment of environmental impacts. The USACE encourages full public 
participation to promote open communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. All 
public comments received will be considered in the draft FS/EIS pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Federal water resource policy, and USACE regulations. Comments 
will also be used to help determine the overall public interest of the proposed project. 

    For further information, please contact Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, 
New Orleans, LA 70160–0267; telephone: (504) 862–1002; fax: (504) 862–1583; email: HSC-
ECIP@usace.army.mil. or visit the project website: http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Ho
ustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 
 
      Sincerely, 

                                                                                
                

Eric W. Verwers 
                                      Director, Regional Planning and  

                             Environmental Center         
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About the Study
The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Feasibility Study 
for the proposed Houston Ship Channel 45-Foot Expansion 
Channel Improvement Project (HSC ECIP) are intended to 
identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to improve 
the efficiency and safety of the Houston Ship Channel. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, or the Corps, is leading this 
study in collaboration with the non-Federal sponsor, the Port 
of Houston Authority. The Corps leads the development of the 
EIS, and their own Feasibility Study. The EIS preparation and 
Feasibility Study will be conducted concurrently to result in a 
single integrated Feasibility Study and EIS document.

In March 2016 a Notice of Intent to Prepare a Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement for the Houston Ship Channel 45-Foot 
Expansion Channel Improvement Project, Harris, Chambers, and 
Galveston Counties, Texas was published in the Federal Register. 

About the Houston Ship Channel
The ongoing efficiency, safety and navigability of the Houston Ship 
Channel are vital to maintaining the health of the regional and 
state economy.

 ` The Houston Ship Channel is approximately 52 miles in 
length, and it serves a complex of diversified public and private 
facilities collectively known as the Port of Houston. 

 ` The Port of Houston is a strategic gateway for cargo originating 
in or destined for the United States West or Midwest. Each 
year, more than 200 million tons of cargo moves through 
the Port of Houston, carried by more than 8,000 vessels and 
200,000 barges.

 ` A Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) section 905b 
report was prepared recommending further studies for the 
improvement of the Houston Ship Channel in 2014.

45-Foot Expansion Channel
Improvement Project

HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL

Study Guide Spring
2016

The Port of Houston is:
 ` 1st in U.S. in foreign waterborne tonnage (19 
consecutive years)
 ` 1st in U.S. imports (23 consecutive years)
 ` 1st in U.S. in export tonnage (6 consecutive years)
 ` 2nd in U.S. in total tonnage (23 consecutive years)
 ` The nation’s leading breakbulk port, handling 
41 percent of project cargo at all Gulf Coast ports.

The Port of Houston is an integral part of the 
regional and state economy. 

 ` Ship-channel related businesses contribute nearly 
1.2 million jobs throughout Texas, generating nearly 
$265 billion in economic impact statewide. 
 ` $5 billion in state and local tax revenue are 
generated by business activity related to the port 
each year.

Fast Facts: 
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What is the focus of the study?
The study will focus on the feasibility of improving navigation on 
the 52-mile-long Houston Ship Channel. In general, the entire 
ship channel will be evaluated; however, this study does not include 
deepening of the channel beyond 45 feet Mean Low Tide (MLT).

Currently, the channel’s authorized dimensions vary:
 ` From the Main Turning Basin to Sims Bayou, the channel is 
36 feet deep and 300 feet wide.

 ` Between Sims Bayou and Boggy Bayou, the channel is 40 feet 
deep and 300 feet wide. 

 ` From Boggy Bayou to Bolivar Roads the channel is 45 feet 
deep and 530 feet wide.

The study focus will include deepening and widening opportunities 
from Boggy Bayou to the Main Turning Basin; improvements to side 
channels, the Bayport Ship Channel and the Barbours Cut Channel; 
and enhancements to the Galveston Bay Reach safety and efficiency. 

For this effort, the ship channel has been divided into six segments:
1. The Main Turning Basin to the I-610 Bridge, 
2. The I-610 Bridge to Sims Bayou, 
3. Sims Bayou near the Washburn Tunnel to Boggy Bayou,
4. The Bayport Channel,
5. The Barbours Cut Channel, and finally,
6. The Bay Reach.

The study has several objectives:
 ` Investigate improving deep-draft navigation efficiency to 
accommodate current and future, larger vessels.

 ` Evaluate ways to reduce vessel traffic delays
 ` Increase channel safety; and
 ` Establish environmentally suitable placement areas for 
dredged materials

Please note, this study does not include deepening of the 
channel beyond 45 feet Mean Low Tide (MLT).

To meet these objectives, the study may consider any of the 
following structural methods:

 ` Deepening and widening of the existing channel
 ` Passing lanes to improve two-way traffic in hot spots,
 ` New turning basins
 ` Jetty structures for shoaling reduction
 ` Bend easings or turning improvements
 ` Reevaluation of channel modifications approved and conducted 
under other study authorities

 ` Harbor and anchorage of refuge for vessels to reduce vessel traffic
 ` Dredge material placement for the 50-year period of analysis; and
 ` Beneficial use of dredged material where feasible

Bay Reach 

Houston Ship Channel Segments
Diagram is representational and not to scale

Bayport Channel

Barbours Cut Channel

Sims Bayou to Boggy Bayou

I-610 Bridge to Sims Bayou

Turning Basin to I-610 Bridge

The Houston Ship Channel
For this study effort, the ship channel 
has been divided into six segments:

Map and figures are not to scale 
and representational
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The Study 
Process 

About the Study Process
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Corporate Identity Standards

What is an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)? 
A Federal agency must prepare an EIS if it is proposing a major federal 
action that may significantly affect the quality of the natural and 
human environment to comply with the National Environmental 
Policy Act, or NEPA. NEPA established our country’s national 
environmental policies in 1969. The environmental review process 
seeks to facilitate better-informed decisions and involve citizens, and 
the Corps will seek to involve the many ship channel stakeholders 
throughout this study process.  

What is a Feasibility Study? 
All major Federal water resource projects, including navigation, 
must follow a study process that evaluates proposed solutions 
to problems, such as inefficient navigation, by analyzing the 

engineering, economic, environmental, cost, real estate, and other 
impacts and aspects of alternative solutions. This study process, 
consisting of six major steps, is used to identify a plan of most value 
to the national economy, consistent with protecting the nation’s 
environment and follows principles and guidelines in Federal water 
resource law and Corps regulations.

Where are we in the study process?
We are early in the study process. We are currently at the “Scoping” 
stage of the study. Scoping is an open process to identify the scope 
of significant issues related to the study. After reviewing comments 
and constraints identified by the public and agency coordination, we 
will develop alternatives for future public review in the Draft EIS.  

The EIS preparation and Feasibility Study will be conducted concurrently 
to result in a single integrated Feasibility Study and EIS document.
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What will happen next? 
The study team will identify and evaluate a combination of 
modifications to the HSC to improve the efficiency and safety of 
the HSC system and complete a Draft Feasibility Report and EIS 
for public and agency review. It is anticipated that a Draft Feasibility 
Report and EIS will be made available for public review in early 
calendar year 2017. A public comment period with a public meeting 
will be held at this time. The study team will process the comments 
received, prepare responses to the comments, and revise the 
documents as appropriate. The Feasibility Report and EIS will then 
be refined and analyzed. At this stage, the agency has considered all 
impacts from the proposed plan and compared alternatives before 
making the final recommendation and documentation. The Final 
Feasibility Report and EIS will be published in the Federal Register 
in 2019 for final comment. The Final Feasibility Report will then 
be submitted to Corps Headquarters for signature. A draft Record 
of Decision (ROD) will be included as part of the Chief’s Report 
package. The ROD will then be signed by the Assistant Secretary 
of the Army for Civil Works.

Study Milestones:
 ` Final submittal for scoping comments – May 26, 2016
 ` Selection of focused alternatives – July 2016
 ` Identify a Tentatively Selected Plan (TSP) – April 2017
 ` Draft IFR/EIS made available for public review – May 2017
 ` Final IFR/EIS published in the Federal Register for final 
comment – July 2019

How do I participate in the study process? 
You may participate in this process by providing comments for 
consideration by the study team. Public involvement is integral to 
assessing the environmental consequences of the proposed project 
and improving the quality of the environmental and feasibility 
study decision making. The Corps is using this meeting to receive 
citizens’ ideas on the significant issues and impacts to be addressed 
in the analysis of environmental impacts, to help define the scope of 
the study. The Corps also specifically seeks the public’s input on the 
problems, opportunities, and potential alternatives that navigation 
improvements can address.

The Corps encourages full public participation to promote open 
communication on the issues surrounding the study. In addition, 
participation by Federal, State, local agencies, and other interested 
organizations is encouraged.

At this time, we are holding public scoping meetings to:
 ` Ensure that all of the issues related to this proposed project are 
addressed,

 ` Invite public participation in the study process, and
 ` Solicit public comments for consideration in establishing the 
scope and content of the EIS.

Who do I contact for more information or to provide comments?
Mail: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District

Attn: Ms. Tammy Gilmore CEMVN-PDN-CEP
P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267

E-mail: HSC-ECIP@usace.army.mil

All comments must be received or postmarked by May 26, 2016.

More information available online at:
http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/HoustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx



Attendee Card/Tarjeta de Asistentes 
Public Scoping Meeting 
Tuesday, May 17, 2016 

Houston Community College Northeast Campus 
555 Community College Drive 

Houston, TX 77013  
    

 

ARE YOU A PUBLIC OFFICIAL?/¿ES USTED UN FUNCIONARIO PÚBLICO?  YES/SÍ   NO/NO   If yes, position/Puesto:______________________________ 

First and Last Name/Nombre y Apellido ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address/Dirección ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code/Ciudad, Estado, Código Postal  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address/Correo Electrónico   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Affiliation/Afiliación ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How did you learn about this scoping meeting? (Please check one)/Como aprendió usted de esta reunión? (Por favor marquee uno)  

 Newspaper Notice/Aviso Periódico   Notice in Mail/Aviso por Correo   Website/Sitio web   

 Other (Please explain)/Otro (Por favor de explicar) _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

How would you prefer to receive information about this study? (Please check one)/¿Cómo prefiere recibir información sōbre el estudio? (Porfavor marque uno) 

 Website/Sitio web         Mail/Correo    Email/Correo Electrónico    Newspaper/Periódico 

 Other (Please explain)/Otro (Por favor de explicar) ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attendee Card/Tarjeta de Asistentes 
Public Scoping Meeting 
Tuesday, May 17, 2016 

Houston Community College Northeast Campus 
555 Community College Drive 

Houston, TX 77013  
    

 

ARE YOU A PUBLIC OFFICIAL?/¿ES USTED UN FUNCIONARIO PÚBLICO?  YES/SÍ   NO/NO   If yes, position/Puesto:______________________________ 

First and Last Name/Nombre y Apellido ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address/Dirección ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code/Ciudad, Estado, Código Postal  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address/Correo Electrónico   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Affiliation/Afiliación ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How did you learn about this scoping meeting? (Please check one)/Como aprendió usted de esta reunión? (Por favor marquee uno)  

 Newspaper Notice/Aviso Periódico   Notice in Mail/Aviso por Correo   Website/Sitio web   

 Other (Please explain)/Otro (Por favor de explicar) _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

How would you prefer to receive information about this study? (Please check one)/¿Cómo prefiere recibir información sōbre el estudio? (Porfavor marque uno) 

 Website/Sitio web         Mail/Correo    Email/Correo Electrónico    Newspaper/Periódico 

 Other (Please explain)/Otro (Por favor de explicar) ________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Attendee Card/Tarjeta de Asistentes 
Public Scoping Meeting 

Thursday, May 19, 2016 
Sylvan Beach Pavilion 
1 Sylvan Beach Drive 

La Porte, TX 77571  
    

 

ARE YOU A PUBLIC OFFICIAL?/¿ES USTED UN FUNCIONARIO PÚBLICO?  YES/SÍ   NO/NO   If yes, position/Puesto:______________________________ 

First and Last Name/Nombre y Apellido ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address/Dirección ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code/Ciudad, Estado, Código Postal  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address/Correo Electrónico   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Affiliation/Afiliación ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How did you learn about this scoping meeting? (Please check one)/Como aprendió usted de esta reunión? (Por favor marquee uno)  

 Newspaper Notice/Aviso Periódico   Notice in Mail/Aviso por Correo   Website/Sitio web   

 Other (Please explain)/Otro (Por favor de explicar) _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

How would you prefer to receive information about this study? (Please check one)/¿Cómo prefiere recibir información sōbre el estudio? (Porfavor marque uno) 

 Website/Sitio web         Mail/Correo    Email/Correo Electrónico    Newspaper/Periódico 

 Other (Please explain)/Otro (Por favor de explicar) ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attendee Card/Tarjeta de Asistentes 
Public Scoping Meeting 

Thursday, May 19, 2016 
Sylvan Beach Pavilion 
1 Sylvan Beach Drive 

La Porte, TX 77571  
    

 

ARE YOU A PUBLIC OFFICIAL?/¿ES USTED UN FUNCIONARIO PÚBLICO?  YES/SÍ   NO/NO   If yes, position/Puesto:______________________________ 

First and Last Name/Nombre y Apellido ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address/Dirección ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code/Ciudad, Estado, Código Postal  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address/Correo Electrónico   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Affiliation/Afiliación ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How did you learn about this scoping meeting? (Please check one)/Como aprendió usted de esta reunión? (Por favor marquee uno)  

 Newspaper Notice/Aviso Periódico   Notice in Mail/Aviso por Correo   Website/Sitio web   

 Other (Please explain)/Otro (Por favor de explicar) _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

How would you prefer to receive information about this study? (Please check one)/¿Cómo prefiere recibir información sōbre el estudio? (Porfavor marque uno) 

 Website/Sitio web         Mail/Correo    Email/Correo Electrónico    Newspaper/Periódico 

 Other (Please explain)/Otro (Por favor de explicar) ________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Comment Form/ 
Formulario de Comentarios 

 
 
ARE YOU A PUBLIC OFFICIAL? / ¿ES USTED UN FUNCIONARIO PÚBLICO? 
   
 YES/SÍ      NO/NO     If yes, position/Puesto: ________________________________ 
 

First and Last Name/Nombre y Apellido 
 

How did you learn about this 
public scoping meeting? 
¿Cómo aprendió usted de esta 
reunión pública?  
 Newspaper Notice/Aviso Periódico 
 Notice in Mail/Aviso por Correo 
 Website/Sitio web 
 Other (please explain)/Otro (por favor 
de explicar) 
__________________________ 

Mailing Address/Dirección de Envío 
 
 

City, State, Zip Code/Ciudad, Estado, Código Postal 
 

Email Address/Correo Electrónico 
 

Affiliation/Afiliación 
 

How would you prefer to receive information about this study? (Please check one)/¿Cómo prefiere recibir 
información sobre el estudio? (Por favor marque uno) 
 Website/Sitio web        Mail/Correo        Email/Correo Electrónico        Newspaper/Periódico     
 

 Other (please explain)/Otro (por favor de explicar)_____________________________________________________ 

COMMENTS (Please make additional comments on the back, if needed.) 
COMENTARIOS (Por favor hacer sus comentarios adicionales en la parte posterior.) 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
This comment form may be turned in at the public scoping meeting, mailed to the address on the back of this page, or emailed by  

May 26, 2016 to HSC-ECIP@usace.army.mil. Thank you for your participation in this study. 
Este formulario de comentarios se puede entregar en la reunión pública de investigación, enviar a la dirección en la parte posterior de esta 

hoja, o enviar por correo electrónico para el 26 de Mayo de 2016 a HSC-ECIP@usace.army.mil. Gracias por su participación en este estudio. 



________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Ms. Tammy Gilmore 

P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267 
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HSC ECIP – Phase I (EIS/USACE Feasibility Study) Public Meeting Video Script 

Voice-over Narration Script Storyboard (images, on-screen text, etc.) 
<<Musical introduction to video>> Motion graphic: USACE logo and project title  
Thank you for your interest in the Houston Ship Channel 
45-Foot Expansion Channel Improvement Project. This 
presentation is intended to give you information about the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Feasibility Study and the 
Environmental Impact Statement that are being 
concurrently prepared in an integrated fashion to support 
this study. We will explain how you can participate in the 
study process, and we look forward to receiving your 
feedback. 
 

On-Screen text: the Houston Ship Channel 45-
Foot Expansion Channel Improvement Project 
 
General HSC images (vessels, barges, cranes, 
truck traffic with containers, Coast Guard 
vessels) 
 
USACE public involvement images (from 
previous studies) 

This study is intended to identify and evaluate a 
combination of modifications to improve the efficiency 
and safety of the Houston Ship Channel.  
 
About the Houston Ship Channel 
The Houston Ship Channel is approximately 52 miles in 
length, and it serves a complex of diversified public and 
private facilities collectively known as the Port of Houston.  
 
The Port of Houston is an integral part of the regional and 
state economy. Each year, more than 200 million tons of 
cargo move through the Port of Houston, carried by more 
than 8,000 vessels and 200,000 barges. 
 
Ship-channel related businesses contribute nearly 1.2 
million jobs throughout Texas, generating nearly 
$265 billion in economic impact statewide. Furthermore, 
$5 billion in state and local tax revenue are generated by 
business activity related to the port each year. The 
efficiency and safety of the Houston Ship Channel are vital 
to maintaining the health of the regional and state 
economy.  
 

Images: 
General HSC images (vessels, barges, cranes, 
truck traffic with containers, Coast Guard 
vessels) 
 
Map of the Houston Ship Channel 
(highlighted through a Google flyover) 
 
On-screen text (over shipping imagery): 
 

• More than 200,000,000 tons of cargo 
move through the Port of Houston 
each year. 

• The Port of Houston supports more 
than 8,000 vessel and 200,000 barge 
calls annually. 

• Ship-channel related businesses 
contribute nearly $265 billion in 
economic impact statewide. 

 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, or the Corps, is leading 
this study in collaboration with the non-Federal sponsor, 
the Port of Houston Authority. The Corps leads the 
development of the Environmental Impact Statement, or 
EIS, and their own Feasibility Study. The EIS preparation 
and Feasibility Study will be conducted concurrently to 
result in a single integrated Feasibility Study and EIS 
document. 
 

USACE logo 
 
PHA logo 
 
USACE SMART planning Feasibility Study 
process graphic  
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Voice-over Narration Script Storyboard (images, on-screen text, etc.) 
So, what is an Environmental Impact Statement? A 
Federal agency must prepare an EIS if it is proposing a 
major federal action that may significantly affect the 
quality of the natural and human environment to comply 
with the National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA. NEPA 
established our country’s national environmental policies 
in 1969. The environmental review process seeks to 
facilitate better informed decisions and involve citizens, 
and the Corps will seek to involve the many ship channel 
stakeholders throughout this study process.   
 

On-screen text: What is an EIS? 
 
On-screen text:   
EIS: Environmental Impact Statement 
NEPA: National Environmental Policy Act 
 
Images: coordination between agencies 
(previous USACE coordination footage could 
be used here); footage or images of planning 
meetings; general Houston Ship Channel 
footage. 

So, what is a Feasibility Study? All major Federal water 
resource projects, including navigation, must follow a 
study process that evaluates proposed solutions to 
problems, such as inefficient navigation, by analyzing the 
engineering, economic, environmental, cost, real estate, 
and other impacts and aspects of alternative solutions. 
This study process, consisting of six major steps, is used to 
identify a plan of most value to the national economy, 
consistent with protecting the nation’s environment and 
follows principles and guidelines in Federal water resource 
law and Corps regulations.  

On-screen text: What is a Feasibility Study? 
 
Images: The Corps 6-step process diagram. 

What is the focus of the study? 
The study will focus on the feasibility of improving 
navigation on the 52-mile-long Houston Ship Channel. In 
general, the entire ship channel will be evaluated; 
however, this study does not include deepening of the 
channel beyond 45 feet. 
 
 

On-screen text: What is the focus of the 
study? 
 
Images: Vessel traffic, general HSC operations 
 
On-screen text:   
This study does not include deepening of the 
channel beyond 45 feet Mean Low Tide 
(MLT). 

Currently, the channel’s authorized dimensions vary: 
• From Bolivar Roads to Boggy Bayou the channel is 

45 feet deep and 530 feet wide. 
• Between Boggy Bayou and Sims Bayou, the 

channel is 40 feet deep and 300 feet wide.  
• From Sims Bayou to the Main Turning Basin, the 

channel is 36 feet deep and  300 feet wide. 
 

An aerial or mapped flyover that indicates 
channel widths and depths 
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Voice-over Narration Script Storyboard (images, on-screen text, etc.) 
The study focus will include deepening and widening 
opportunities from Boggy Bayou to the Main Turning 
Basin; improvements to side channels, the Bayport Ship 
Channel and the Barbour’s Cut Channel; and 
enhancements to the Galveston Bay Reach safety and 
efficiency.  
 
For this effort, the ship channel has been divided into six 
segments: 

• The Bay Reach, 
• The Bayport Channel, 
• The Barbours Cut Channel, 
• Boggy Bayou to Sims Bayou, near the Washburn 

Tunnel, 
• Sims Bayou to the 610 Bridget, and finally, 
• The 610 Bridge to the Main Turning Basin. 

 

Regional map that highlights each area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On-screen “flyover” mapping indicating the 
various segments, one at a time 

The study has several objectives: 
1. Investigate improving deep-draft navigation 

efficiency to accommodate for current and future, 
larger vessels. 

2. Evaluate ways to reduce vessel traffic delays 
3. Increase channel safety; and 
4. Establish environmentally suitable placement 

areas 
Please note, this study does not include deepening of the 
channel beyond 45 feet. 

On-screen text: 
1. Investigate improving deep-draft 

navigation efficiency 
2. Evaluate ways to reduce vessel traffic 

delays 
3. Increase channel safety 
4. Establish environmentally suitable 

placement areas 

To meet these objectives, the study may consider any of 
the following structural methods: 

• Deepening and widening of the existing channel 
• Passing lanes to improve two-way traffic in hot 

spots, 
• New turning basins 
• Jetty structures for shoaling reduction 
• Bend easings or turning improvements 
• Reevaluation of channel modifications approved 

and conducted under other study authorities 
• Harbor and anchorage of refuge for vessels to 

reduce vessel traffic 
• Dredge material placement for the 50-year period 

of analysis; and 
• Beneficial use of dredged material 

 

Image montage matching the structural 
methods announced: 

• Channel dredging 
• Two-way vessel traffic 
• Turning basin image 
• Jetty structures 
• Bend easing (may need a schematic 

or planning document to indicate) 
• Channel deepening = Postpanamax 

vessels 
• Anchorage of refuge image/symbol 

on a map 
• Local PA images 
• Bird island images 
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Voice-over Narration Script Storyboard (images, on-screen text, etc.) 
Where are we in the study process? 
We are early in the study process. We are currently at the 
“Scoping” stage of the EIS.  Scoping is an open process to 
identify the scope of significant issues related to the study. 
After reviewing comments and constraints identified by 
the public and agency coordination, we will develop 
alternatives for future public review in the Draft EIS.   
 

On-screen text: Where are we in the study 
process? 
 
 
 

How do I participate in the study process? You may 
participate in this process by providing comments for 
consideration by the study team. Public involvement is 
integral to assessing the environmental consequences of 
the proposed project and improving the quality of the 
environmental and feasibility study decision making. The 
Corps is using this meeting to receive citizens’ ideas on the 
significant issues and impacts to be addressed in the 
analysis of environmental impacts, to help define the 
scope of the study. The USACE also specifically seeks the 
public’s input on the problems, opportunities, and 
potential alternatives that navigation improvements can 
address. 
 
The Corps encourages full public participation to promote 
open communication on the issues surrounding the 
study. In addition, participation by Federal, State, local 
agencies and other interested organizations is encouraged. 
 

• Comment form shown on-screen 
• Footage of individuals filling out 

comment forms 
• Environmental ship channel images 

(birds in flight, fish, water rippling) 
• Agency logos (USFWS, NOAA-NMFS, 

GLO, TCEQ, TPWD, THC, etc.) 

Written comments may be mailed to: Ms. Tammy Gilmore, 
CEMVN–PDN–CEP, P.O. Box 60267, New Orleans, LA  
70160–0267. Comments may also be submitted 
electronically to HSC-ECIP@usace.army.mil. All comments 
must be received or postmarked by May 26, 2016. 
 
More information about the project may be found online 
at: 
http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/Housto
nShipChannelExpansion.aspx 

On-screen text: 
Submit comments to: 
Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN–PDN–CEP 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, LA  70160–0267 
HSC-ECIP@usace.army.mil 
 
 
http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Pr
ojects/HoustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 

We thank you for your participation and look forward to 
hearing your feedback. Thank you! 
 

On-screen text: Thank you for your 
participation and feedback! 

<<Video Close>> <Musical/motion graphic close with USACE 
logo> 
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About the Study
The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Feasibility Study 
for the proposed Houston Ship Channel 45-Foot Expansion 
Channel Improvement Project (HSC ECIP) are intended to 
identify and evaluate a combination of modifications to improve 
the efficiency and safety of the Houston Ship Channel. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, or the Corps, is leading this study 
in collaboration with the non-Federal sponsor, the Port of Houston 
Authority. The Corps leads the development of the EIS, and their 
own Feasibility Study. The EIS preparation and Feasibility Study will 
be conducted concurrently to result in a single integrated Feasibility 
Study and EIS document.

In March 2016 a Notice of Intent to Prepare a Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement for the Houston Ship Channel 45-Foot Expansion 
Channel Improvement Project, Harris and Chambers Counties, 
Texas was published in the Federal Register. 

About the Houston Ship Channel
The ongoing efficiency, safety and navigability of the Houston Ship 
Channel are vital to maintaining the health of the regional and 
state economy.

 The Houston Ship Channel is approximately 52 miles in 
length, and it serves a complex of diversified public and private 
facilities collectively known as the Port of Houston. 

 The Port of Houston is a strategic gateway for cargo originating 
in or destined for the United States West or Midwest. Each 
year, more than 200 million tons of cargo moves through 
the Port of Houston, carried by more than 8,000 vessels and 
200,000 barges.

45-Foot Expansion Channel
Improvement Project

HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL

Study Guide Spring

2016

The Port of Houston is:
 1st in U.S. in foreign waterborne tonnage  
(19 consecutive years)
 1st in U.S. imports (23 consecutive years)
 1st in U.S. export tonnage (6 consecutive years)
 2nd in U.S. in total tonnage (23 consecutive years)
 The nation’s leading breakbulk port, handling  
41 percent of project cargo at all Gulf Coast ports.

The Port of Houston is an integral part of the 
regional and state economy. 

 Ship-channel related businesses contribute nearly 
1.2 million jobs throughout Texas, generating nearly 
$265 billion in economic impact statewide. 
 $5 billion in state and local tax revenue are 
generated by business activity related to the  
port each year. 

Fast Facts: 

Public Scoping
Meeting

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) welcomes 
you to the Public Scoping Meetings for the Houston 
Ship Channel 45-Foot Expansion Channel 
Improvement Project (HSC ECIP) Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) and Feasibility Study (FS).

We are here tonight to receive 
your comments on the 
USACE Feasibility Study and
Environmental Impact Statement.

We want to hear from you
about the proposed project.

What is the Purpose 
of this Public 
Scoping Meeting?

  Invite public participation in the 
study process

  Solicit public comments for consideration 
related to signifi cant issues and impacts 
to be addressed in establishing the 
scope of content of the EIS

  Solicit public input on the problems, 
opportunities, and potential alternatives 
that navigation improvements can 
address.



ABOUT THE 
STUDY

What is the purpose of the study?

This study is intended to identify and evaluate a combination 
of modifications to improve the efficiency and safety of the 
Houston Ship Channel.
(The last study was completed in 1995, 20+ years ago. A 
Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) 905 b 
Reconnaissance Report was prepared in 2014 recommending 
the study of improvements to the Houston Ship Channel and 
can be found at the website below.)

What is the focus of the study?
The study will focus on the feasibility of improving 
navigation on the 52-mile-long Houston Ship Channel, more 
specifically:
Deepening and widening opportunities from Boggy Bayou 
to the Main Turning Basin
Improvements to the Bayport Ship Channel and the 
Barbours Cut Channel
Enhancements to the Galveston Bay Reach safety 
and efficiency

Study Objectives:
1. Investigate improving deep-draft navigation efficiency to 

accommodate current and future, larger vessels.
2. Evaluate ways to reduce vessel traffic delays
3. Increase channel safety; and
4. Establish environmentally suitable placement areas for 

dredged materials

Please note, this study does not include 
deepening of the channel beyond 45 feet.

What is an Environmental Impact 
Statement?

A detailed study that analyzes the 
significant impacts that a major 
Federal action may have on the 
environment and local community.

What is a Feasibility Study?
A study process that evaluates proposed solutions 
to problems by analyzing the engineering, 
economic, environmental, cost, real estate, and 
other impacts and aspects of alternative solutions.
This study process is then used to identify a plan of 
most value to the national economy.

Who do I contact for more information 
or to provide comments?

Mail: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
New Orleans District

Attn: Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN-PDN-CEP
P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267
Email: HSC-ECIP@usace.army.mil
More information available online at:

http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/
HoustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx

Where is the study area?
The study will focus on the 52 miles of the Houston 
Ship Channel extending from Bolivar Roads at the 
mouth of Galveston Bay and up Buffalo Bayou to the 
Main Turning Basin just east of downtown Houston, 
and its side channels (Bayport Ship Channel and 
Barbours Cut Channel) located in Galveston Bay.
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ABOUT THE 
HOUSTON SHIP 

CHANNEL

What is the Port of Houston?

The Port of Houston is a complex of diversified public 
and private facilities located on the Houston Ship 
Channel. The Port of Houston is comprised of public 
terminals owned, managed, and leased by the Port of 
Houston Authority, in addition to the 150-plus private 
industrial companies along the 52-mile-long channel.

The Port of Houston is an integral 
part of the regional economy. 

The Greater Houston region one of the nation’s 
largest concentrations of consumers, and the Port 
of Houston is a strategic gateway for cargo 
originating in or destined for the United States 
West or Midwest. Each year, more than 200 
million tons of cargo move through the Port of 
Houston, carried by more than 8,000 vessels and 
200,000 barges.

Fast Facts: 
The Port of Houston is…

1st in U.S. in foreign waterborne tonnage
1st in U.S. imports
1st in U.S. export tonnage
2nd in U.S. in total tonnage
The nation’s leading breakbulk port, handling 
41% of the project cargo at all Gulf Cargo ports

What is the Houston Ship Channel?

The Houston Ship Channel (HSC) is approximately 
52 miles in length. It begins in the Galveston Bay Area at 
Bolivar Roads (mile 0) and terminates at the Main 
Turning Basin (mile 52). The HSC system also includes 
side channels known as Bayport Ship Channel, Barbours
Cut Channel, and Greens Bayou Channel. The Houston 
Ship Channel is the largest petrochemical complex in the 
nation and second in the world.

Ship-channel related businesses contribute 
nearly 1.2 million jobs throughout Texas, 
generating nearly $265 billion in economic 
impact statewide. Furthermore, $5 billion in
state and local tax revenue are generated by 
business activity related to the port each year. The 
efficiency and safety of the Houston Ship Channel 
are vital to maintaining the health of the regional 
and state economy. 

Who do I contact for more information 
or to provide comments?

Mail: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
New Orleans District

Attn: Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN-PDN-CEP
P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267
Email: HSC-ECIP@usace.army.mil
More information available online at:

http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/
HoustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx

Bay Reach 

Sims Bayou to

Boggy Bayou

I-610 Bridge to

Sims Bayou

Turning Basin to

I-610 Bridge

Boggy Bayou to 
Bolivar Roads 

Sims Bayou to 
Boggy Bayou

Turning Basin to 
Sims Bayou

45 Ft

530 Ft

40 Ft

300 Ft

36 Ft

300 Ft

Figures are not to scale and representational

Currently, the channel’s authorized dimensions vary:
  From the Main Turning Basin to Sims Bayou, the channel is 36 feet deep and 300 feet wide.

  Between Sims Bayou and Boggy Bayou, the channel is 40 feet deep and 300 feet wide. 

  From Boggy Bayou to Bolivar Roads the channel is 45 feet deep and 530 feet wide.
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Where are we in the study process?

We are early in the study process. We are currently at the 
“Scoping” stage of the Feasibility Study and EIS. Scoping is an 
open process to identify the scope of problems, opportunities, 
and significant issues to study in the Integrated Feasibility 
Report (IFR)/EIS. After reviewing comments and constraints 
identified by the public and agency coordination, the study 
team will develop alternatives for future public review in the 
Draft IFR/EIS.

We are here tonight to receive 
your comments on the 
USACE Feasibility Study and
Environmental Impact Statement.

We want to hear from you
about the proposed project.

Who do I contact for more information 
or to provide comments?

Mail: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
New Orleans District

Attn: Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN-PDN-CEP
P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267
Email: HSC-ECIP@usace.army.mil
More information available online at:

http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/
HoustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx

What Will Happen Next? 

The TSP will be analyzed in detail and the integrated Feasibility 

Report/ EIS will be refined. At this stage, the agency has 

considered all impacts of the proposed plan, and the input 

from public and agency comments before making the fi nal 

recommendation and documentation.  This is the stage where 

in-depth engineering and environmental analysis occurs.  A 

Final IFR/EIS will be expected in early 2019.

At this stage, the agency will evaluate and compare the impacts of the focused 

array of alternatives to identify a Tentatively Selected Plan (TSP).  It is anticipated 

that an integrated Draft Feasibility Report/ EIS will be made available for public 

review approximately May 2017. A public comment period with a public meeting 

will be held at this time. The study team will process the comments received, 

prepare responses to the comments, and revise the documents as appropriate 

before making the fi nal recommendation and documentation.

The study team will identify an array of 

alternatives to focus on for modifying 

the HSC to improve the effi ciency and 

safety of the HSC system and the scope 

of issues to study in the next phase.

The Final Feasibility Report is 

submitted to Corps Headquarters 

for signature. A draft Record of 

Decision (ROD) is part of the Chief’s 

Report package. The ROD will be 

signed by the Assistant Secretary 

of the Army for Civil Works.
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Public Scoping 
Meeting 



The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) welcomes 
you to the Public Scoping Meetings for the Houston 
Ship Channel 45-Foot Expansion Channel 
Improvement Project (HSC ECIP) Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) and Feasibility Study (FS). 



We are here tonight to receive  
your comments on the  
USACE Feasibility Study and 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

We want to hear from you 
about the proposed project. 



ABOUT THE 
STUDY 



What is the purpose of the study? 

 This study is intended to identify and evaluate a combination 
of modifications to improve the efficiency and safety of the 
Houston Ship Channel. 
 (The last study was completed in 1995, 20+ years ago. A 

Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) 905 b 
Reconnaissance Report was prepared in 2014 recommending 
the study of improvements to the Houston Ship Channel and 
can be found at the website below.) 



What is the focus of the study? 
 The study will focus on the feasibility of improving 

navigation on the 52-mile-long Houston Ship Channel, more 
specifically: 
 Deepening and widening opportunities from Boggy Bayou  

to the Main Turning Basin 
 Improvements to the Bayport Ship Channel and the  

Barbours Cut Channel 
 Enhancements to the Galveston Bay Reach safety  

and efficiency 



Study Objectives: 
1. Investigate improving deep-draft navigation efficiency to 

accommodate current and future, larger vessels. 
2. Evaluate ways to reduce vessel traffic delays 
3. Increase channel safety; and 
4. Establish environmentally suitable placement areas for 

dredged materials 

Please note, this study does not include 
deepening of the channel beyond 45 feet. 



What is an Environmental Impact 
Statement? 

A detailed study that analyzes the 
significant impacts that a major 
Federal action may have on the 
environment and local community. 



What is a Feasibility Study? 
A study process that evaluates proposed solutions 
to problems by analyzing the engineering, 
economic, environmental, cost, real estate, and 
other impacts and aspects of alternative solutions. 
This study process is then used to identify a plan of 
most value to the national economy. 



Who do I contact for more information 
or to provide comments? 

Mail: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,  
New Orleans District 

Attn: Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN-PDN-CEP 
P.O. Box 60267 

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267 
Email: HSC-ECIP@usace.army.mil 
More information available online at: 

http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/ 
HoustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 

 



Where is the study area? 
 The study will focus on the 52 miles of the Houston 

Ship Channel extending from Bolivar Roads at the 
mouth of Galveston Bay and up Buffalo Bayou to the 
Main Turning Basin just east of downtown Houston, 
and its side channels (Bayport Ship Channel and 
Barbours Cut Channel) located in Galveston Bay. 





Where are we in the study process? 

 We are early in the study process. We are currently at the 
“Scoping” stage of the Feasibility Study and EIS. Scoping is an 
open process to identify the scope of problems, opportunities, 
and significant issues to study in the Integrated Feasibility 
Report (IFR)/EIS. After reviewing comments and constraints 
identified by the public and agency coordination, the study 
team will develop alternatives for future public review in the 
Draft IFR/EIS. 



We are here tonight to receive  
your comments on the  
USACE Feasibility Study and 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

We want to hear from you 
about the proposed project. 



Who do I contact for more information 
or to provide comments? 

Mail: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,  
New Orleans District 

Attn: Ms. Tammy Gilmore, CEMVN-PDN-CEP 
P.O. Box 60267 

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267 
Email: HSC-ECIP@usace.army.mil 
More information available online at: 

http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/ 
HoustonShipChannelExpansion.aspx 

 



ABOUT THE 
HOUSTON SHIP 

CHANNEL 



What is the Port of Houston? 

The Port of Houston is a complex of diversified public 
and private facilities located on the Houston Ship 
Channel. The Port of Houston is comprised of public 
terminals owned, managed, and leased by the Port of 
Houston Authority, in addition to the 150-plus private 
industrial companies along the 52-mile-long channel. 



The Port of Houston is an integral 
part of the regional economy.  
 The Greater Houston region one of the nation’s 

largest concentrations of consumers, and the Port 
of Houston is a strategic gateway for cargo 
originating in or destined for the United States 
West or Midwest. Each year, more than 200 
million tons of cargo move through the Port of 
Houston, carried by more than 8,000 vessels and 
200,000 barges. 



Fast Facts:  
The Port of Houston is… 
 1st in U.S. in foreign waterborne tonnage 
 1st in U.S. imports 
 1st in U.S. export tonnage 
 2nd in U.S. in total tonnage 
 The nation’s leading breakbulk port, handling  
41% of the project cargo at all Gulf Cargo ports 



What is the Houston Ship Channel? 

The Houston Ship Channel (HSC) is approximately 
52 miles in length. It begins in the Galveston Bay Area at 
Bolivar Roads (mile 0) and terminates at the Main 
Turning Basin (mile 52). The HSC system also includes 
side channels known as Bayport Ship Channel, Barbours 
Cut Channel, and Greens Bayou Channel. The Houston 
Ship Channel is the largest petrochemical complex in the 
nation and second in the world. 



Ship-channel related businesses contribute 
nearly 1.2 million jobs throughout Texas, 
generating nearly $265 billion in economic 
impact statewide. Furthermore, $5 billion in 
state and local tax revenue are generated by 
business activity related to the port each year. The 
efficiency and safety of the Houston Ship Channel 
are vital to maintaining the health of the regional 
and state economy.  
 



Problems and Opportunities 
Shipping conditions have changed in the Houston Ship 
Channel since the last improvements over 20 years ago: 
 Vessels are significantly larger, require more room to 

maneuver, and draw more water at full capacity 
 Increased demand for goods and services in Texas and 

the Nation has led to increased vessel traffic at the Port of 
Houston 
 



Changes in shipping conditions present 
the following problems: 
 Inefficient vessel use and navigation of the Houston Ship 

Channel due to the channel’s size, configuration, and 
associated safety concerns 
 Channel depth of less than 45 feet in the upper Houston 

Ship Channel prevents larger vessels from loading to full 
capacity. 
 Delays created by one-way traffic requirements for larger 

vessels in portions of the upper channel and limited areas 
for vessels to anchor 



With this study, we have the opportunity to: 
 Improve the use and navigation of current and future 

larger vessels on the Houston Ship Channel 
 Reduce delays 
 Increase safety for vessels using the Houston Ship 

Channel 
 Establish environmentally suitable dredged material 

placement areas to maintain the channel 



 The “Zero Point” for Tidal Datum is changing locally as USACE and 
others seek to become consistent around the nation.  
 Tidal Datum is the reference point for elevations taken to measure 

water levels in coastal areas 
 Instead of -45 feet MLT elevation (i.e. 45-foot depth) for the HSC, 

future reports will use the new datum and value of -46.5 feet MLLW 
(46.5 depth) 
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Appendix L 
 

Verbal Feedback:  
Cheryl Jaynes, Ashley Judith, Andrea Catanzaro, and Carl Sepulveda 



The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Galveston District (USACE) hosted two public scoping 
meetings on May 17 and 19, 2016 to inform the public about the proposed study to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Houston Ship Channel Expansion Channel 
Improvement Project (HSC ECIP) in Harris and Galveston counties, Texas. The HSC ECIP will 
study the feasibility of various improvements to the HSC. The scoping commenting period 
extended through May 26, 2016. 

During the open house, attendees were invited to submit their comments in writing at the scoping 
meeting or at any time during the comment period via mail, e-mail, or the project website.  One 
written comment was received at the scoping meetings. Several verbal comments were received 
in verbal discussions by members of the project team. A summary of verbal comments received 
is listed below: 

• There are many popular boating and yacht clubs within the Galveston Bay area that utilize 
the bay for their boating activities. Commenter requests the proposed channel improvements 
do not obstruct the existing boater’s cuts in Galveston Bay. 
 

• A great deal of informal barge fleeting occurs in the San Jacinto River. Commenter requests 
that the study evaluate and potentially address the need for additional, approved barge 
fleeting areas. 
 

• Deepening and widening in the upper reaches of the HSC especially near Beltway 8 would 
be highly desirable to terminal users and future projects to be constructed by private users. 
Commenter requests guidance and assistance from USACE on how future projects adjacent 
to the project can collaborate with the study team to execute and complete projects 
concurrently or ahead of the study schedule. 
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