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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
FORT WORTH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P.O. BOX 17300 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76102-0300 

November 19, 2014 

NEPA/Cultural Resources Section 

Bryant Celestine 
Historic Preservation Officer 
Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas 
571 State Park Road 56 
Livingston , TX 77351 

Dear Mr. Celestine: 

The Galveston District, Corps of Engineers, and the non-federal sponsor, the 
Texas General Land Office, would like to invite your tribe to participate as a cooperating 
agency in the development of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Sabine 
Pass to Galveston Bay, Texas, Coastal Storm Risk Management and Ecosystem 
Restoration Study. The integrated feasibility report and EIS (IFR-EIS) will evaluate 
structural and non-structural alternatives which address coastal storm risk management 
(CSRM) and ecosystem restoration (ER) opportunities in Orange, Jefferson, Chambers, 
Harris, Galveston and Brazoria counties on the upper Texas Gulf coast. The Draft IFR­
EIS is currently scheduled to be released for public review and comment in August 
2015. 

Structural alternatives that will be evaluated are: (1) new surge protection levees 
and small , navigable surge gates on Cow and Adams Bayous in Orange and Jefferson 
Counties; (2) a large navigable surge gate in the Neches River near the Rainbow Bridge 
(eliminated) ; and (3) reevaluation of the existing Port Arthur and Freeport Hurricane 
Flood Protection (HFP) systems in Jefferson and Brazoria Counties, respectively. 
Maps showing the location of the existing HPFs and the structural alternatives are 
enclosed . Non-structural measures such as targeted buy-outs, conservation of natural 
landscapes, and flood-proofing will also be evaluated. Structural and non-structural 
alternatives to address storm surge impacts in the Galveston Bay system (Galveston , 
Harris and Chambers Counties), as well as ER measures throughout the six-county 
study area will be evaluated programmatically, with recommendations being made for 
detailed analyses of feasible alternatives in future studies. 

If your tribe has any concerns regarding potential project impacts to Native 
American archeological sites or areas of religious or cultural interest from the potential 
project described above, we request that you contact us so that further consultation can 
be initiated. We would also like to coordinate with you our schedule for study 
completion so that all reviews and approvals will , to the maximum extent practicable, be 
conducted concurrently. The following review periods for the IFR-EIS have been 
established in accordance with the current project schedule: 
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• Review of Draft IFR-EIS -45-day review period (August 29 through October 12, 2015) 
• State and Agency Review of Final IFR-EIS - 30-day review (July 15 through August 14, 

2016) 

We appreciate this opportunity to consult regarding any concerns your tribe may 
have with potential project impacts or review periods. If you should have any questions 
regarding this request, please contact Janelle Stokes of my staff at (409) 766-3039. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Chief, Unit A, NEPA/Cultural 

Resources Section 
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Six County Sabine Pass to Galveston Bay Study Area 

Existing Freeport Hurricane Flood Protection System 
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Existing Port Arthur Hurricane Flood Protection System, 
Levee Structural Alternatives and Neches River Surge 

Gate Alternative 
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Identical Cooperating Agency Letters Also Sent To: 

Mr. Jimmy Arterberry 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Comanche Nation of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 908 
Lawton, OK 73502 

Dr. Linda Langley 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana 
Administrative Building 
1940 C.C. Bel Road 
Elton, Louisiana 70532 

Ms. Amie Tah-Bone 
Historic Preservation Office 
Kiowa Indian Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 369 
Carnegie, OK 73015 

Holly Houghton 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Mescalero Apache Tribe 
P.O. Box 227 
Mescalero, NM 88340 

President Don L. Patterson 
Tonkawa Tribe of Oklahoma 
1 Rush Buffalo Road 
Tonkawa, OK 74653 

No Tribes responded to this request, but no Tribes specifically declined. 
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Tribal Coordination of DIFR-EIS 
  

168



169



170



171



172



173



174



175



176



177



178



179



174



175



176



177



178



Identical DIFR-EIS Coordination Letters Also Sent To: 
 
Mr. Jimmy Arterberry 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Comanche Nation of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 908 
Lawton, OK 73502 
 
Dr. Linda Langley 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana 
Administrative Building 
1940 C.C. Bel Road 
Elton, Louisiana 70532 
 
Ms. Amie Tah-Bone 
Historic Preservation Office 
Kiowa Indian Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 369 
Carnegie, OK 73015 
 
Holly Houghton 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Mescalero Apache Tribe 
P.O. Box 227 
Mescalero, NM 88340 
 
President Don L. Patterson 
Tonkawa Tribe of Oklahoma 
1 Rush Buffalo Road 
Tonkawa, OK 74653 

 

179




