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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Texas Coastal Ecological Services Field Office
17629 El Camino Real, Suite 211

Houston, Texas 77058

In Reply Refer To: 281/286-8282 / (FAX) 281/488-5882

FWS/R2/02ETT
X00-2015-B-
0004

August 18,2016

Colonel Lars Zetterstrom

US Army Corps of Engineers

Attention: Ms. Janelle Stokes

Environmental Compliance Branch, Coastal Section
PO Box 1229

Galveston, TX 77553-1229

Dear Colonel Zetterstrom:

Based on input from your review of the Service’s draft report dated August 9, 2016, please find
attached the final Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act Report for the Sabine Pass to Galveston
Coastal Storm Risk Management and Ecosystem Restoration Study located in Orange, Jefferson,
Chambers, Galveston, Harris, and Brazoria counties, Texas. This project was initiated by the
Galveston District Corps of Engineers (Corps) to address storm risk problems in the Galveston
Region and ecological restoration opportunities for the entire six county study areas. The
purposes of this report are to identify and describe existing fish and wildlife resources within the
proposed project areas; evaluate and compare currently proposed alternatives; identify
modifications or additional alternatives needed to address fish and wildlife related problems,
opportunities, and planning objectives; and to recommend preliminary measures for resource
protection during early project planning.

The proposed protection was authorized by a resolution from the Committee on Environmental
and Public Works, dated June 23, 2004, entitled “Coastal Texas Protection and Restoration
Study”. The U.S. Senate directed the Army to develop a comprehensive plan for severe erosion
along coastal Texas for the purposes of shoreline erosion and coastal storm damages, providing
for environmental restoration and protection, increasing natural sediment supply and transport
along the Texas coast, restoring and preserving marsh and wetlands, improving water quality,
and other related purposes to the interrelated coastal ecosystem along Texas. As a result of this
resolution, the Corps expects this study to culminate in a detailed report outlining several
alternatives for hurricane {lood protection. Procedurally, project construction is not authorized,
however; attached is the report from the Secretary of the Interior as required by Section 2(b) of
the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (FWCA) (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et.
seq.). The FWCA requires that the Section 2 (b) report be made an integral part of any report
regarding further project authorization or administrative approval.

Additional Service involvement for subsequent detailed planning, engineering, design, and
construction phases of each planning effort, is required to fulfill our responsibilities under the
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